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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HOUGH the following ſheets are written 

by a Diſſent-r, I truſs no one will think — 
this circumſtance a ſufficient reaſon, for refuſing 
them a' candid peruſal. They contain at the ſame 
time the ſentiments of a Proteſtant, and a 
Chriſtian ; free from all bigotted attachment to 
any party, or fiery zeal to any denomination of 
Chriſtians. JI diſſent from the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, becauſe I think in many inſtances, her 
doctrine, diſcipline, and ſpirit are unfavourable 
to the cauſe of virtue, and to the bonour and 
ſucceſs of the Chriſtian religion: and that the 
principles and mode of worſhip amongſt the 
Diſſenters I have deſcribed, are much more ra- 
tional, and more agreeable to the doctrine of the 
New Teſtament. 1 am a Non-conformiſt, I hope, 
not from education or prejudice, but from con- 
vickion: nor am 1 aſhamed of any opprobrious 
A 2 name, 
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name, with which I may be ſtigmatixed for my 
religious ſentiments, ſo long as it appears to me 
that I have reaſon, and the New Teſtament, to 
ſupport what I eſpouſe and profeſs. At the 
fame time I acknowledge myſelf open to convic- 
tion; and if it can be proved to me that I am 
in an error, I will immediately embrace any 
form of worſhip, which ſhall appear more conſo- 
nant to the religion of IJEsus CnrisT. Til 
this ſhall be the caſe, I muſt be of opinion, that 
the cauſe I have eſpouſed, merits the counte- 
nance and ſupport 'of the friends of pure and 
undefiled religion. Among perſons of this de- 
ſeription, I will therefore hope, that this Work 
will meet with a favourable reception. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


AN ACCOUNT OF 


DIS S. EN T E R 8, Oe. 


Ir was my original intention, and 
1 propoſal, to have prefixed to theſe 
Sermons, an account only of the 
late congregation of Proteſtant Non- 
conformiſts, in Liverpool, called Octa- 
gonians: but finding a total ignorance 
of the principles of Diſſenters in gene- 
ral, almoſt univerſally prevailing; and 
their tenets, mode of worſhip, reaſons 
for diſſenting, and the particulars 
b wherein 
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wherein they differ from the eſtabliſhed 
church miſunderſtood or unknown ; 
I was induced to enlarge my plan, and 
give a fuller account. 


By the word Diſſenter, in general, is 
meant, every one who does not conform 
to the eſtabliſhed religion of this country, 
except Roman Catholics. But I mean 
not to take'in every deſcription of men 


of this ſort; there are many I am 


much a ſtranger to, and others perhaps 


of whom I am totally ignorant. By 
the word Diſſenter, I would therefore 


be underſtood to mean the perſons com- 


monly called Preſbyterians. 


Theſe differ not from the church in 
any point of doctrinal faith, more than 
its own members differ one from ano- 

ther. 
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ther. There are many Non-conform- 
iſts, who believe all the articles as ex- 
preſſed in the book of Common Prayer, 
except thoſe relating to church power 


and government. 


Praying without a printed, or com- 
poſed form of prayer, is not a diſtin- 
guiſhing difference betwixt a Church- 
man, and a Diſſenter. Some of the 
latter, prefer compoſed forms to thoſe 
delivered from memory, or which are 
commonly called extempore. Nor are 
the veſtments,* and forms made uſe of 
as ſtanding, and kneeling, material ob- 
jections to the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
with the perſons I am deſcribing. 


The grand diſtinguiſhing difference 
betwixt a Churchman and a Preſbyte- 


* The gown and caſſock are worn by many Diſ- 


fenting Miniſters, 
b 2 rian, 
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/ ria, is this the latter claims a ſole 
right of jndging for himſelf, in matters | 
| of religion; he acknowledges Jeſus 
\ Chriſt as the ſole head of the church 0 
and aſſerts that no man, or body of 
men upon earth, have any right to pre- 
ſcribe forms of worſhip, or articles of 
faith, for his obſervance and belief: 
that this is contrary to the ſpirit of 
the Chriſtian Religion, and to the 
unalienable rights of conſcience, and 
tends to deſtroy genuine piety, and 


rational devotion. 
\ 


A Diſſenter, is therefore no more 


than ſimply this: viz. a Chriſtian, and 4 
a Proteſtant, without any one point of 77 
doctrinal faith peculiar to him as ſuch, 4 
claiming to himſelf a right of private N. 
judgment, and the interpretation of | 8 


thoſe 
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thoſe ſcriptures, which contain the 
Chriſtian religion; and denying the | 
authority of the civil magiſtrate in '| 
theſe matters, over the judgment and | 
conſciences of men. On the contrary, | 
members of the Eſtabliſhment entirely | 

give up this principle, and profeſs it 


to be their duty to receive thoſe articles | 
of faith, and attend that mode of public | 1 
worſhip, which has been formed by | 
others, and preſcribed by law, though 
they may differ from their own private 
creed: or they allow (““ Article XX.) 
«© that the church hath power to decree 
te iter or ceremonies, and authority In 
te pontroverfies of faith, &c.” A diſſent 
from this article, I conſider as the grand 
and diſtinguiſhing difference, betwixt 
Non- conformiſts, and the meinbers of 


the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
b 3 As 


vi INTRODUCTION. 
As to the order and method of pub- 


lic worſhip amongſt Diſſenters: the 


ſervice commonly begins with a ſhort 
prayer, after which it is cuſtomary 
to read a portion out of the Old, and 
another out of the New Teſtament, 
after that to ſing a pſalm; a longer 
prayer follows this, containing ado- 
ration of the divine perfections, con- 
feſſion of ſin, petition for the pardon 
of it, &c. with interceſſions for our 
king and queen, and all the royal fa- 
mily; for the parliament, judges, magi- 
ſtrates, and clergy. of all degrees, for 
all who are afflicted, or diſtreſſed, and 
ſtand in need of the compaſſion and 


In ſome congregations the ſervice begins with 
ſinging, and after that the ſhort prayer, &c. and 
frequently a pſalm is ſung after ſermon, before the 


laſt prayer. 
aſſiſtance 


t 


in 
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aſſiſtance of their fellow- creatures, &c. 
The ſermon follows this, and the ſer- 
vice concludes with a ſhort prayer, 
which generally has ſome reference to 
the diſcourſe that hath been delivered.“ 
The Lord's prayer generally concludes 
this or the preceding form of devotion. 


I ſhall now take notice of ſome other 
matters wherein the Diſſenters differ 
from the Eſtabliſhed Church, viz.+ 
baptiſm, confirmation, the Lord's ſup- 
per, and burial of the dead. 


In the ordinance of baptiſm, the pa- 
rents of the infant arelooked upon, by us, 
as the only proper perſons to requeſt 
this ceremony, and tothem every exhor- 
tation is directed concerning the care, 
inſtruction, and education of the child. 

* See the prayers at the end of the ſermons. 


+ See the form for baptiſm of infants. 


b 4 For 
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For myſelf, I honeſtiy declare, I cannot 
but look upon this ordinance, hen per- 
formed according to the church ſervice, 
as having in it ſomewhat ludicrous. 
What manifeſt abſurdity is there in the 
queſtions propoſed to the infant, and the 
anſwers it is ſuppoſed to give! Doft thou 


| believe in God, &c.—Doft thou renounce 


the devil, &c. —Wilt thou be baptized, 
&c. - Wilt thou keep obediently, &c.— 
Of what poflible advantage can the pro- 


poſal of theſe queſtions be? - Can an 
anſwer in the afhrmative to theſe 


queries, by godfathers and godmothers 


be binding upon the child? If fo, an 


infant may be laid under obligations 
to embrace at mature age, any religious 
opinions which other perſons may 
chuſe for it. And the Roman Catho- 
lic when come to age, is as much 

bound 
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bound by the promiſes of his ſponſors 
to perform what they engaged for him, 
as the Proteſtant. Can this part of 
the ceremony have any other effect, 
than to cauſe this inſtitution to be 
ridiculed by the enemies of Chriſtianityt 
The words of the Author of the Diſ- 
ſenting Gentleman's Letters to White, 
in a pamphlet, entitled, A calm and 
plain Anſwer to the Enquiry, Why are you 
a Diſſenter from the Church of England? 
are ſo forcible and plain, that I ſhall 
take the liberty of quoting them. 


« Religion, beyond all doubt, is, 

* and can be, no other than a perſonal 
thing. Chriſtianity knows nothing 
* of believing, repenting, and vowing 
by proxy; any more than of being 
** ſaved and damned by proxy. The 
** whole 
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*,whole affair, as it ſtands manifeſtly 
„ in the article and office of the 
« Church, is this: the child is declared 
*©. to be BORN IN ORIGINAL SIN, AND 
6 IN' THE WRATH OF GOD; AND 
„% DESERVES TO BE DAMNED.* God 
„is ANR with the infant even to 
% wrath,. though it hath done nothing 
60 to offend him, and it is in danger, 
under this wrath, of ſinking into 
* EVERLASTING DAMNATION. How 
te then is it to be delivered from this 
« dreadful fituation? Why without 
« repentance and faith, there is no 
«© remiſſion of fins, nor reconciliation 
« to God: but the child being unable 
* to repent, and believe, and vow for 
te itſelf, the parent procures two or 


* three ſponſors to repent, and believe, 


* Sec Office of Private Baptiſm and Art. IX. 
| e and 
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* and vow in its ſtead: and ſo the 
child having thus vowed, and be- 
« lieved, by proxy before God, the 
* eternal Majeſty of Heaven lays by 
his wrath; his anger is appeaſed; the 
*« child's fins are forgiven ; he is taken 
into the divine family, and is become 
* an heir to eternal life. 


Now I ſhould be glad to be informed 
what is the beneficial tendency, or even 
the meaning, of all this : howis an infant 
TO BE RELEASED FROM' HIS SINS, 
who has never committed, nor is ca- 
pable of ' committing any? Or how 
is he to be ſanctified W 1iI TH THE HoLyY 
GnosT? Or where is it promiſed in 
the Goſpel, that theſe things ſhall be 
granted, for whomſoever they are aſked; 


particularly THE KINGDOM oF GoD 
AND 


| 


— — 
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AND EVERLASTING LIFE? Theſe 
certainly are abſurdities too great to 
be defended. [rd ny 


The ſign of the croſs at baptiſm is 
never uſed amongſt Diſſenters; and for 
this reaſon, - becauſe there is no com- 
mand for, nor example of this uſage 
in the New Teſtament ; and poſitive 
ordinances, we think, are literally to 
be performed as directed. We know that 
ſtrict injunctions were given by God in 
the publication of the Jewiſh religion, * 
that no one ſhould add to, any more 
than detract from it; which, though 


de ſhall not add unto the word which I command 
you, meither ſhall ye diminiſh ought from it, that ye may 
keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I com- 
mand you. Deut. iv. 2. Whatſoever things I command 
you, obſerve to do it, thou ſhalt not add thereto nor dimi- 
wh from it. Deut. Xil, 32. 


It 
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it was of divine eſtabliſhment, was but 
imperfect in compariſon with the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation. And if this 
was ſo ſtrictly to be guarded againſt, in 
the Jewiſh religion, can there be any 
reaſon urged, why it ſhould not be 
as ſtrictly attended to in the Chriſtian 5 
which has ſo great a ſuperiority over 
that, and all that ever was called reli- 
gion in the world? 


Beſides if human invention was allow- 
ed to add to the inſtitutions of Chriſti- 
anity, what numerous ridiculous rites, 
and whimſical ſuperſtitions, might it 
adopt! Anointing the baptized with 
oil, giving them milk and honey, with 
other fooliſh and trifling ceremonies, 
were at one time practiſed in the 


Chriſtian church ; and they have equal 
authority 
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authority to ſupport their continued 
uſage, as the ceremony we have been 


ſpeaking of. 


Confirmation is never practiſed 
- amongſt Diſſenters. This is un- 
doubtedly of human invention; and 
not only ſo, but ſeems calculated to 
have a very bad influence upon the 
minds of men; to lull them into a fatal 
ſecurity, and make them careleſs of 
vital religion. It tends to give men 
wrong notions of the terms of divine 
acceptance, and ſubſtitutes ſomething 
in the room of that holineſs of heart 
and life, without which no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord: for if a perſon can ſay 
the ſhort catechiſm, the biſhop declares, 
that Almighty God hath vouchſafed to 


regenerate him by water, and the 


Holy 


INTRODUCTION. xV 


Holy Ghoſt, and hath granted him 
the forgiveneſs of all his fins; and by 
the ſign of laying his hand upon his 
head, aſſures him of God's favour and 
gracious goodneſs towards him. 


The laying on of hands on the new 
converts at Samaria, by the apoſtles 
Peter and John, cannot be uſed as an 
argument for this ceremony ; for that 
was uſed in conferring upon them the 
miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which no biſhop will now pretend to 
* beſtow. 


And Judas and Silas confirming the 
brethren at Antioch (Acts xv.) has 
evidently no reference to the cuſtom 
of confirmation as now practiſed. By 
attending to the whole of the account 
it plainly appears, this was only to 

confirm 
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confirm. and ſettle their minds, con- 
cerning ſome religious diſputes they 
had about the obligations of the 
Moſaic law, from. the obſervance of 


which the apoſtles declared they were 


{et free. 


| The celebration of the Lord's ſup- 
per,* is the next thing I ſhall take 
notice of, wherein Non-conformiſts 
differ, from the members of our Eſta- 


bliſhed Church. 


I cannot but think this ordinance as 
performed in the Church of England, 
favours too ſtrongly of the Popiſh doc- 
trine of tranſubſtantiation, for any Pro- 


teſtant to receive it with pleaſure and 


ſatisfaction. 


* For the manner of celebrating this inftitution 


amongſt the Preſbyterians, ſee the Form at the end. 


The 
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The prayer uſed at the celebration 
of this inſtitution is, Grant us, gra- 
cious Lord, ſo to eat of the fleſh of thy 
dear fon Feſus Chriſt, and to drink his 
blood, that our finful bodies may be made 
clean | by his body; and our ſouls waſhed 


| through his moſt precious bloadg—and. far- 


ther, that we may be made partakers 
&« of his moſt bleſſed body and blood.” The 
XXVIII Article, indeed, declares againſt 
tranſubſtantiation, but the expreſſions 
in the ſervice very ſtrongly favour it. 


Beſides the reception of the elements 
of bread and wine is called an holy my/- 
tery. Now, what can this mean, but 
tranſubſtantiation or conſubſtantiation ? 
For what myſtery is there in eating 
bread, and drinking wine, in commemo- 


ration of. the death and ſufferings of 
Jeſus Chriſt ? 


The 


xvii INTRODUCTION. | 
The church catechiſm teaches, that 


the body and blood of Chrift are verily no 
and indeed taken and received by the tra 
"I , © faithful in the Lord's ſupper.” Theſe ot! 
} | expreſſions ſeem to me neceffarily to the 
imply the body of our Lord being cel. 
| | preſent, and taken into our bodies, mii 
Mt and that it has ſome myſterious in- 
wm fluence upon us. It is true our Savi- 
| | our ſays, this is my body, but when he able 
i | uſed theſe words to his diſciples, his Pop 
| l own preſence prevented their being un- ty; 
| derſtood in that literal ſenſe they have Que 
j 4 ſince been explained to mean. And as ledg 
| men have been ſo fooliſh as to believe, 
| | that they verily did partake of Chriſt's FH 
i | body and blood at this ordinance, ought by t 
| | not this at leaſt to have been more cau- ters 
| tiouſly expreſſed ? 4 
1 | The every 
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The whole of this ſervice, if it does 


not directly maintain the doctrine of 


tranſubſtantiation, (though I ſee no 
other conſtruction that can be put upon 
the words of it) yet I am ſure it is ex- 
cellently calculated to prepare the 
minds of men to embrace it. Accord- 
ingly Helyn and Cambden both tell us, 
that it was ſo far from being diſagree- 
able to the Romiſh Church, that the 
Pope was willing to give it his authori- 
ty; and that this offer was made to 
Queen Elizabeth, if ſne would acknow- 


ledge the primacy of the popiſh See. 


The burial of the dead, as performed 
by the eſtabliſhed church, the diſſen- 
ters conſider as very objectionable. 


The clergyman pronounces, over 
every man he buries, the following 


c 2 words : 


— - 4. —- — _ 
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words: That it hath pleaſed Almighty 
God of hits great mercy, to take to himſelf 

1 the faul of their dear brother ; they there- 

ji fone commit his body to the ground, in 


f ſure and certain hape of the refurrettion 

0 ta eternal life; they give God hearty hox 
14! thanks, that it hath pleaſed him to deliver wh, 
Ml this their brother out of the miſtries. of ing 
"i | this fonful world, end pray God that peel 
i when themſelves ſpall depart out of this and 
i} life they may reſ in Chriſt, as their bope dam 
Wu is this their brother doth. 


Now is it not contrary to the doctrine 
of chriſtianity to declare, that the ſouls 
of the moſt wicked and profligate of 
mankind, are taken to Almighty God of 
his great mercy, and that they reft in 
Chrift ? 


Farther, 


Er, 
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. Farthef, what an evident incon- 
ſiſtency is there in declaring that man 
to be taken to God in his great mercy; 
and that they therefore commit his 
body to the ground in ſure and certain 
hope of a reſurrection to eternal life, 
whom perhaps a little before by read 
ing the Athanaftan Creed, they had 
pronounced IMPOSSIBLE fo be ſaved, 
and ſent without doubt v0 ene 
damnation. 


The burial ſervice for the dead 
amongſt Diſſenters, conſiſts of reading 
thoſe portions of Scripture appointed 
in the common Prayer Book for this 
purpoſe, with a ſhort diſcourſe at the 
grave on the frailty and mortality of 
human natare. The ceremony of 
throwing duſt into the grave is alſo 

83 generally 
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generally made uſe of amongſt us; and 
the ſervice concludes with a ſhort 
prayer adapted to the occaſion. 


Diſſenters alſo differ from the eſta- 
bliſhed Church, in the ceremony of 
ordaining miniſters to perform the 
offices of public worſhip. 


At the | ordination of a -miniſter 
amongſt Diſſenters, divine ſervice is 
conducted as is uſual on all other days 
of public worſhip ;- but is rather longer, 
on account of ſome additions ſuited to 
the occaſion. A diſcourſe upon ordina- 
tion is delivered, explaining its deſign 
and uſe; after which, the miniſter to be 
ordained is deſired publicly to give his 
ſentiments concerning natural and- re- 
yealed religion, the Proteſtant profeſſion 

in 


giv 


uſe 
fixe 


has 


Ys 
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in general, and that of the Proteſtant 


Diſſenters in particular, with his views 


in entering upon the miniſtry amongſt 


the people of the laſt mentioned per- 


ſuaſion. But no ſubſcription is re- 
quired to any particular creeds. Then 
follow, a Sermon, uſually addreſſed to 


the people upon the ſubject of their 


duty ; and a Prayer, particularly adapt- 
ed to the occaſion. Laſtly, a Charge 
is delivered to the candidate for ordi- 
nation, explaining and enforcing the 
duty of the miniſterial function, and 
recommending to him that ſerious and 
regular behaviour, which alone can 
give dignity to his office, make him 
uſeful in the ſtation in which he is 
fixed, and be conducive to his own 
happineſs in life. Impoſition of hands 
has indeed been generally adopted on 

C 4 theſe 
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theſe occaſions, but this ceremony has 
of late been diſufed, particularly among 
the affociated miniſters of Lancathire 
and Cheſhire. The conveyance of any 
ſpiritual power or authority by this act 
of impoſition, we always diſclaimed. 
We well know that we have them not 
in ourſelves, and that therefore it would 
be folly as well as injuſtice to pretend 
to communicate them to others. We 
hold no uninterrupted ſucceſſion of 
divinely authorized biſhops or inſpired 
paſtors from the Apoſtles days to the 
preſent time ; but are willing to place 


this religious ptactice upon the ſame 
ground with our other public ſervices 
in the Church, urging as our chief 
reaſons for continuing it, the proſpect 
of advantage naturally attending it, and 
our mutual improvement in religious 

knowledge 
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knowledge and chriſtian ws and 


virtue. 


And I would, once for all, remark 
here, that the chief reaſon we as Diſſen· 
ters give for the continued uſe of the 


poſitive ordinances and ſpecial uſages 


of chriſtianity, is, their obvious good 
moral and religious tendency ; leaving 
all extraordinary operations and ſud 
den ſupernatural effects to the mira» 
culous ages. 


As a concluſion to this article as far 
as it relates to Diſſenters, I cannot but 
remark, that this ceremony of ordina- 
tion amongſt them, is ſo far from being 
chargeable with fanaticiſm or enthu- 
fiaſm, that it ſeems to be natural and 
uſeful, and calculated to >: haue a good 


influence 
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influence upon the mind and conduct 
of the hearers. | 


When a young man is taking upon 
him the charge of a congregation, what 
more proper, than the inſtruction, ad- 
vice, and admonition of ſome of his 
ſenior brethren ? What a uſeful re- 
ligious and moral effect is a word 
ſpoken likely to have at that ſeaſon, 
when his heart is probably moſt ſuſ- 
ceptible of pious and good impreſſions 


And how improving may this ſervice 


be to miniſters in general, in reviving 
and eſtabliſhing in their own minds, 
a becoming ſenſe of all their peculiar 
and indiſpenfible obligations ! 


Ordination, performed according to 
the rituals of the Church of England, 
conſiſts 
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conſiſts of a ſubſcription to the thirty- 
nine articles, and a pretended commu- 
nication of the Holy Ghoſt, and of a 
power and authority to forgive and. re- 
_ tain the fins of mankind, 


Among the articles to which they 
ſubſcribe are the following ; Art. VIII. 
That the creed of St. Athanaſius ought 
thoroughly to be believed and received; 
for it may be proved by moſt certain war- 
rants of the Holy Scripture. Art. IX. 
That ORIGINAL, or BIRTH SIN is the 
fault or corruption of the nature of every 
man, that is naturally engendered of the 
offspring of Adam ; and in every perſon 
born into this world it deſerveth God's 
WRATH AND DAMNATION. Art, 
XVII. That PREDESTINATION 70 Life 
is the everlaſting purpoſe of God, whereby 


Ms: (before 
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* of the world) be hath 
conftantly decreed by his counſel, fecret to 
2s, ro deliver from curſe and damnation 
thoſe whom he hath choſen in Cbhriſt out 
of mankind, and to bring them by Chriſt 
to everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels made 
to honour, and as the golly confideration 
of predeftination, and our election in Obriſt, 
i full of feet, pleaſant and unſpeabable 
comfort to godly perſons; ſ for curious 
and carnal perfons, lacking the fpirit of 
Chrift, "to have continually before their 
eyes the ſentence of God's predeftination, 
i a moſt dangerous downfall, whereby 
the devil doth thruft them either into def- 
peration, or into wretchedneſs of unclean 
living. 


Beſides ſubſcribing theſe articles, and 
others equally liable to objection, the 


candidate 
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candidate is to receive from the Biſhop 
the Holy Ghoſt, and an authority to 
forgive or to retain the fins of men. 


The words pronounced on this oeca- 
fon are as follow. Receive the Hox v 

} Gnosr — Whoſe fins thou deft forgive, 
they are forgiven : and whoſe fins thou 
doft retain, they are retained: in the 
name of | the Father, of the Son, * of 
the Holy Ghoft. Amen. 


'This is giving every prieſt an autho- 
rity to diſpoſe of the ſouls of men as 
he pleaſes, to carry the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and to open and 
ſhut the gates thereof at pleaſure; a 
more tranſcendent power than which 
the Pope himſelf does not claim. May 
I not juſtly call this a piece of ſolemn 


pageantry, 


T 
== — 
- l - — * 
—_ - — — — — - — ” | 
nn CC — -— oono—_—_— - 
— — _ST —— nn — — 


— - — Tha l = i 2 
e o—_————O” — ———_—— 


— — 


— — 


= Bone on a5 0 ET San Gate; 


xx INTRODUCTION: 


pageantry, highly diſhonourable to Al- 


mighty God, and diſgraceful. to the 
religion of Chriſt. | 


Io ſhew; that I have not overſtrained 
this matter, or given a prejudiced and 
unfair turn to it, I ſhall. beg leave to 
quote the words of Dr. Stebbing, in his 
Inſeructians of Pariſb Minifter, Part II. 
That ſome of the methods practiſed 
« in the primitive Church, with re- 


« pard to reſtoring penitents have very 


% much the air of a farce : that for 


« the firſt thouſand years the forms of 
« abſolution ran all in the form of a 
* prayer, and not in the form of a 
* peremptory definitive ſentence, as it 
2 now ſtands in the Popiſh forms, and 


«© in one of our own forms, from them 


« (viſitation of the ſick). The Po- 
| : cc piſh 
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te piſh form of oRDINATION he ob- 
ſerves alſo, is retained in the Church 
* of England. Theſe two forms are 
e relative to each other, and cannot 
** ſtand ſeparately : for the one conveys 
„ the power which the other exer- 
e ciſeth'; and they are NovELTIEs alike. 
«« The late Biſhop Bull, he ſays, who 
was one of the ableſt ſcholars, the 
ce ftancheſt Churchmen, and the beſt 
* chriſtian of his time, when he was 
* upon his death-bed, refuſed to have 
« this form read: and ordered the 
© miniſter that attended him, to uſe 
© that form which ſtands in the office 
“for the holy communion in its ſtead. 
« He freely blames thoſe who graſp at 
te the ſhadow of an authority, which in 
truth and ſubſtance we muſt all re- 


* nounce. What elſe do we, when 
G., we 
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© we pretend to abſolve conſcience ? 


We may uſe an hundred diſtinctions, 


if we pleaſe: we may ſay that the 
*.abſolution is not authoritative but 
* declaratory ; or, that it is not judicial 
£5. but miniſterial: but if you would 
<< ſpeak to be underſtood, you muſt ſay, 
ei that, with reſpect to any real internal 
«effect, it is nothing; and you will 
'*. ſpeak. truth too: for all the reſt, if 
you will preſerve to God his preroga- 
«« tive to forgive fin, are words without 
meaning. 


| Theſe are the ſentiments of a good 


Churchman with regard to the form 
of ordination and. the power pretended 
to be thereby communicated, and in 
conſequence of that exerciſed by the 
clergy of the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
How 
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Hoy inexpreffibly aſtoniſhing, that 
ſuch à ceremony ſhould at this day be 
uſed ih a Proteſtant Church! The 
biſhop might with as much propriety 
pretend t6 beſtow the gift of tongues, 
propheſy; and working miracles. 


1 may further obſerve, that the 
eſtabliſhed form of ordination has given 
great offence to ſome of the Clergy 
themſelves. Biſhop Burnet, in the 
preface to his Paſtoral Care ſays, . tliat 
the ember- weeks were the burden 
and grief of his life; becauſe the 
e things that he was then called to ſee 
«/and-perform, with regard to the can- 
« didates who came to be ordained; 
« did often tear his heart and pierce 
„his foul, and make him cry out 
O that I had the wings of a dove! 

d It 
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It is alſo worthy of our notice, that 
the preſent eſtabliſhed form of ordina- 
tion took its riſe only about the eleventh 
or twelfth century, a time of the greateſt 
ignorance and degeneracy. Out of fix- 
teen of the moſt ancient forms of ordi- 
nation given us by Morinus, a learned 
prieſt; in the firſt fifteen, the words 
Receive thou the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe 
ſins, &c.“ are not made uſe of. It is 


only in the ſixteenth (which he ſup- 
poſes to be about three hundred years 
old) that this enormous power is 
claimed. 


By the foregoing account of the 
Preſbyterians, I have rendered it almoſt 
unneceſſary to ſay any thing of that 
late congregation of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters. in Liverpool, called Octagonians. 
| The 
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The latter in no reſpect differed from 
the former, but in the uſe of a ſtated 
liturgy, containing a morning and eve- 
ning ſervice, and a third form of devo- 
tion, to be uſed at the miniſter's diſcre- 
tion on either part of the day, for the 
ſake of greater variety; with ſome col- 
lets for particular occafions. They 
were called octagonians from the form 
of their chapel, which was octagonal. 


Having thus given a brief account of 
the worſhip and principles of Diſſen- 
ters, and of that particular congrega- 
tion called Octagonians, and pointed out 
the chief differences betwixt them and 
the eſtabliſhed church; with this 1 
I thought to have concluded. But 
upon a review of our religious opinions 


and worſhip, and a compariſon betwixt 
d 2 them 
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them and the eſtabliſhment, I cannot 
paſs over in ſilence this opportunity of 
making a public reply to thoſe falſe and 
very. unjuſt accuſations, which I have 
frequently heard brought againſt Preſ- 
byterians, - ſometumes in converſation, 
ſometimes from the pulpit. 


They are often repreſented by thoſe 
of the Eſtabliſhment as enthuſiaſts and 
ignorant fanatics, hypocrites, enemies 
to civil government, with many ather 
2 * 


. to \ the Warden of abt and 
ee I doubt. not but there is as 
much of this in the Church as amongſt 
any Diſſenters, and that this is not a 
meer groundleſs ſuſpicion, many pub- 
lications of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy fully 

teſtify : 
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teſtify: almoſt every one's perſonal 
knowledge has furniſhed him with ſome: 
inſtances in ſupport” of this opinion. 
And I am perſuaded no ſuch enthu- 
ſiaſtic opinion can be laid to the charge 
of any ſectary, as that maintained in 
the public form of eceleſiaſtic ordi- 
nation which I have before noticed. 
The greateſt fanatics amongſt Difſen- 
ters never pretended to confer the Holy 
Ghoſt, or communicate an authority 
to forgive or retain ſins. 


As to the allegation of ignorance, 
this doubtleſs is principally levelled 
againſt the- miniſters of this perſuaſion, 
To prove the falſity of which charge, 
1 appeal to the numerous publications 


of the Diſſenting Clergy in every 


branch of uſeful literature, as well as 
d 3 religion, 
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religion, which ſtand foremoſt in the 
opinion of the learned, judicious,” and 
at the ſame time, unprejudiced part 
of mankind. Let me alſo inform thoſe 
that are ignorant of it, that every 
miniſter amongſt the liberal Diſſenters, 
after receiving a claſſical education, 
proceeds through a regular courſe of 
ethics, metaphyſics, natural philoſo- 
phy, Jewiſh antiquities and divinity, 
and after finiſhing theſe academic ſtu- 
dies, generally paſſes an examination 
before ſome miniſters of learning and 
reputation, with whoſe approbation he 
commences a preacher. Give me leave 
here to remark, that there are numbers 
of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, who have 
had none of theſe advantages, who are 
much ſtrangers to all ſorts of religious 


knowledge, whoſe whole ſtock of learn- 
ing 
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ing was obtained at ſome little country 


ſchool, that they enter the pulpit very 
meanly qualified to ſpeak before a toler- 


able audience, and often with ſuch a 


provincial accent, as is very diſguſting 
to a man of liberal education, nay, to 
ſome perhaps unintelligible. 


As to the accuſation of craft and 
hypocriſy, I know no principles a- 
mongſt the Diſſenters that have any 
tendency to encourage theſe vices. 
There are knaves and hypocrites of all 
religious profeſſions in the world: 


they are not confined to any particular 
ſect or eſtabliſhment, and I appeal to 


any man, whether from his own 


knowledge, there are not as many 
reſpectable, upright, honeſt men a- 
mongſt Diſſenters, in proportion to 

d 4 | their 
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their numbers, as in any other perſua- 


ſion. I muſt acknowledge it appears to 
me particularly ſtrange, that Niſſenters 
ſhauld pointedly be charged with the 
vice of bypocriſy; What are the ad- 
vantages they obtain by adhering to an 


unpopular ſect, who, labour under exi- 


dent diſadvantages and diſcouragements, 
ſuch as fines, and forfeitures of honour- 
able and profitable poſts under civil 
government ? The teſt act is to them 
an abridgment of ſome privileges, 

which the members of the national 
church may enjoy. And can we recon- 
cile it to common ſenſe and ſelf-love, 
that a man of no principle ſhould con- 
tinue a nonconformiſt, which is attend- 
ed with many inconveniences, when he 
might practiſe the ſame arts of fraud 


with more advantage and popularity ? 


But 


60 
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But though I am fully perſuaded this 
general charge of inſincerity | againſt 
Diſſenters cannot be validated by any 


proofs, yet were we inclined to return 


railing for railing, there is, I think, 
ſome reaſon for this accuſation againſt 
the Eftabliſhment fram ſome of | its 
ſtated uſages, and the conduct of ſome 


of its clergy in tranſactions of a public 


nature. ' 


What I aſk, is the oath every clergy- 
man takes at the time of his induction 
to a hving ? 


„I, A. B. do ſwear that I have 
made no ſimoniacal payment, con- 
tract, or promiſe, directly or indi- 
4 realy, by myſelf, or by any other 
e perſon to my knowledge, or with 

GN my 
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% my conſent, to any perſon or perſons 
<« whatſoever, for, or concerning, the 
* procuring and obtaining of this 
« ecclefiaſtic | dignity, place, prefer- 
t ment, office, or living, to which 
© [am now preſented; nor will at any 
< time hereafter, perform, or ſatisfy any 
„ {ſuch kind of payment, contract, or 
t promiſe, made by any other, with- 
e out my knowledge or conſent. 80 
© HELP ME GOD THROUGH JESUS 
© CHRIST. 


8 after taking this ſtrict and ſo- 
lemn oath, what can we think of the 
integrity of that man, who has actually 
made a formal pecuniary contract for 
his living, and paid a conſideration for 
it according to its value, as for a tem- 
poral eſtate ? 

Finally, 
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Finally, Diſſenters have been ac- 
cuſed as enemies to civil government, 
friends to republican principles, and 
bitter foes to monarchy. f 


In anſwer to which, I honeſtly de- 
clare I believe this charge to be en- 
tirely without foundation. I do not 
know one fingle Diſſenter, who is a 
republican, or who is not as good a 
friend to our civil conſtitution on the 
principles of the revolution, as any 
deſcription of men in the kingdom. 
And to give ſtrength to my aſſertion, 
I obſerve that in two ſucceſſive rebel- 


lions, the then kings of England found 


not any of their ſubjects more ready 
to grant them all the afliſtance in their 
power than the Preſbyterians. 


There 
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| There is indeed one particular tranſ- 
19 action in the revolutions of the Engliſh 
| | | i government, which by being falſely ro- 
i mT preſented, has been held up as an argu- 
| | 0 ment againſt the truth of my aſſertion. 
| i I mean the death of CuarLes I. the con- 
(1:0 trivance and accompliſhment of which 
1 | | | has been commonly, though very un- 
9 | juſtly attributed to the Preſbyterians, 
1 Had this really been the caſe, they could 
[ C | not from this circumſtance, I think, 
0 eee 
| 1 Engliſh conſtitution; for it is incontro- 
1 vertibly true, that the conſtitution was 
I | | entirely ſubverted under the govern» 
| | | ment of this prince; the houſe of lords 
4 } and commons were both entirely de- 
1 ſtroyed, their authority and power, ac- 
cording to the laws of the land, totally » 


aboliſhed; and it was in order to main- 


tain 
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tain the conſtitution of this kingdom, 
that the king at firſt met with oppofi- 
tion to his tyrannical meaſures. 


Money was levied without the fanc- 
tion of parliament, as this branch of 
the legiſlature not having then indeed 
any exiſtence. The 'courts of the ſtax 
chamber; and high commitffion, under 
the royal ſanction, committed the moſt 
flagrant acts of injuſtice againſt the 
lives, properties and liberties of the 
ſubject; and the allowed prerogative 


of the crown was deſtroyed, not having 


the power of afterwards diſſolving 2 
parliament when ſummoned. Should 
this ever be the caſe in England again 
(which God forbid) I hope Preſby- 
terians will not be the only perſons in 
the kingdom that will vigorouſly op- 

poſe 
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poſe ſuch meaſures, and the abettors 
of them. m 


But paſſing by theſe things, it may 


uncontrovertibly be proved, that the 


Preſbyterians were not the authors of 
this king's death. So far from it, that 
they were his moſt ſtrenuous advocates, 
and in Neal's Hiſtory of the Puritans, 
a copy of a ſpirited remonſtrance, ſign- 
ed by upwards of fifty of the-principal 
Preſbyterian Miniſters in and about 
London, to the General and Council of 
war, proteſting againſt the trial and 
condemnation of Charles I. and en- 
treating them in the moſt earneſt man- 
ner to deſiſt from all violent proceed- 
ings againſt him. And not only ſo, but 
the united teſtimony of hiſtorians leaves 
it beyond doubt, that they were the 


principal 
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principal inſtruments in the reſtora- 
tion. Clarendon ſays, that when the 
parliament of England were for ſending 
an army againſt Charles II. on his ar- 
rival in Scotland, all the Preſbyterian 
party oppoſed it; they were bold in 


contradicting Cromwell in the Houſe, 


and croſſing all his deſigns in the city. 
Monk, ſays Rapin, knowing how 
the Preſbyterians ſtood affected, em- 
ployed, probably, Clarges his confi- 
dent, to make a ſecret agreement with 
ſome of their chiefs, for the reſtoration 
of Charles II. by which means it be- 
came a Preſbyterian parliament. It con- 
tinued only twenty-five days, in which 
time the following reſolutions amongſt 


others were made. 


I. They ordered a general diſcharge 


of all the impriſoned friends of the 
king. 


1 
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king. (2) They repealed the oath for 


the abjutation of Charles Stuart, and 


all the royal family. 3) They abro- 
gated the oath, requiring to be faithful 


to the eſtabliſhed government without 


4 King and houſe-of peets. (4) They 
took away all commiſſions from repub- 
Reuns in the militia. (5) They dif- 
folved themſelves, and iſſued writs for 
new members. And Rapin ſays, this 
dras a parliament in which the Preſby- 
tertans had a ſuperiority of voices: 
confequently the Preſbyterians reſtored 
the king to the throne. 


Biſhop Burnett ſays, theſe five fol- 
lowing- perſons, all Preſbyterians, had 
the chief hand in the reſtoration, viz. 
Sir Anthony Aſhley Cooper, afterwards 
Earl of Shafteſbury; Sir Arthur 

2 6 Annefſley ; 
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Annelley, Den. Hollis, the Earl of 
Mancheſter, and Lord Roberts. I 
could produce much more evidence 
to the ſame purpoſe, were it neceſſary; 


but 1 ſuppoſe this is à point which 


is now pretty generally acknowledged. 


Thus I have endeavoured to vindi- 
cate the Preſbyterians* againſt ſome 


of the popular articles of accuſation 


* To prevent miſapprehenſion, I think it neceſſary 
to obſerve, that by the term Preſbyterians I by no 
means underſtand thoſe, whoſe Churches are govern- 


ed by preſbyterians; ; or are any way connected with 
civil eſtabliſhments, - For want of a term of greater 


preciſion, I have made uſe of it to mark thoſe Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters in this kingdom, who are in gene- 


ral friends to free enquiry, and liberty in religion; 


and whoſe miniſters have had a regular education, in 


contradiſtinction to all thoſe enthuſiaſts and fanatics 


who rank under the ſame denomination. 


c againſt 
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- againſt them, in which I believe I 
have invariably” adhered to truth. I 
ſhall perhaps be blamed by ſome Diſ- 
| ſenters, for reviving a controverſy 
which has long flept, and be cenſured 
by ſome good churchmen, as imper- 
tinently meddling with affairs which 
they may think did not concern me. In 
reply to whom I anſwer, I have ſaid 
nothing with a view to gain fayour 
with, or irritate any party. I have 
advanced nothing but what appeared 
to me great and important truths ; and 
as it never was my diſpoſition to con- 
ceal the truth for fear of offending, 
ſo I hope it never will. 


bear no ill-will to the Church, nor 
am I weakly prejudiced in favour of 
my own denomination, The objec- 
tions 
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tions I have urged againſt the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, are ſuch as appear to me to 
affect the reputation, and even the 
exiſtence of the Chriſtian Religion. 
The Biſhop of Cheſter, in his late Vo- 
lume of excellent Sermons (Serm. IX.) 
ſays, It is a charge brought againſt 
the Jeſuit miſſionaries in China, that 
finding the people of that country ex- 
ceedingly ſcandalized at the doctrine 
of a crucified Redeemer, they thought 
it prudent to deny that Chriſt was 
ever crucified : they affirmed, that it 
was nothing more than a calumny 
invented by the Jews to throw a diſ- 
grace on Chriſtianity.” The conſe- 
quence of which was that there is not 
now one fingle chriſtian in China. 
Upon which his Lordſhip urges the 
neceſſity of repreſenting Chriſtianity in 


C 2 Its 
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its native purity and ſimplicity, without 
art or diſguiſe. 


Now to me there appears very little 
difference betwixt adding to, or dimi- 
niſhing from the religion of Jeſus ; and 
the former may probably be attended 
with as bad effects as we find the latter 
has been. Let us then examine one 
doctrine of the Eſtabliſhed Church by 
this rule; I mean the Athanaſian creed, 
which few pretend to believe, and no 
one to underſtand ; yet thirteen times 
every year this is publicly read in the 
church, and every man that aſſents not 
to it is declared to be eternally damned. 
Now, if this is not a doctrine of Chriſ- 
tianity, what effect is the public uſe 
of it likely to have upon the minds of 
men ? Certainly none that is friendly 
to 
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to religion. May we not rather ſup- 
poſe that it will lead people to deride 
and negle& Public Devotion, and to 
promote that ſpirit, which a Rey. Pre- 
late obſerves is now very predominant, 
viz. to ridicule and rail at chriſtia- 
te nity with little reſerye, and at the 
** teachers of it without any. at all. | 


I have only to add, that I defire no 
perſon will conſider the ſpecimens of 
the forms of public worſhip, and other 
chriſtian inſtitutions, ſubjoined to, the 
following diſcourſes, as ſuppoſed to 
be remarkably perfect, or in any re- 
ſpect extraordinary in their compoſition, 
or expreſſion; nor the ſentiments de- 
livered in them, or in any other part 
of this diſcourſe, as neceſſarily be- 


longing to Diſſenters. There will ever 
be 
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be a difference in the ſentiments of men 
concerning religious matters, both as 
to the things themſelves, and their uſe 
and importance. A unity of belief, 
is what even no eſtabliſhment in the 
world can poſſibly effect; but there 
will be ſtill a greater diverſity of opi- 
nion, where it is an allowed maxim 
that every man may freely judge and 
determine for himſelf: for there_will 
always be ſome perſons whoſe creed 
will be influenced by the proſpe& of 
emolument, and others ſo ſtupid as to 
think it even a virtue blindly to ſubmit 
to authority in religious matters. The 
diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of Non- 
conformiſts, will therefore neceſſarily 
prevent any one from giving an exact 
account of the religious notions of ſuch 
perſons. But I think I may ſafely 

venture 
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venture to-. affirm, that what I have 
above advanced, is agreeable to the 
generality. of the Preſbyterians that I 


have been connected with, and to the 


liberal ſort of Diſſenters in general, of 


whom alone I originally intended to 


be underſtood to ſpeak. The ſermons 
are added not as maſterly compoſitions, 


but chiefly with a' view to make the 


volume more compleat. 


I am very ſenſible, there are many 
perſons who would have done infinitely 


more credit to the cauſe I have eſ- 


pouſed, than myſelf; but as nothing 
ſo comprehenſive as this, has been 
attempted by any perſon that I 
know of, I hope favourable allowances 


will be made for a man, in whoſe 


plan of publication, vanity and often- 


tation 


* 4 "in, my 


L 
. x 
p 4 


lvi INTRODUCTION, 
tation have hot had the leaſt influence, 
and who, from ſome particular circum- 
ſtances, has been led to conſider theſe 
matters more carefully than he would 
otherwiſe have done, and has written ON 
only with a ſincere regard to the catiſe ST 
of religion and truth. | 


SERMON 
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ON THE NECESSITY OF A CONSTANT AND 
STEADY. REGARD TO THE PRECEPTS OF 
RELIGION AND MORALITY, 


EZEKIEL xxxiii. 13—16, > 


When IT fhall ſay to the righteous, that 
he ſhall ſurely live, if he truſt to his own 
righteouſneſs, and commit iniquity, | all 
his righteouſneſs ſhall not be remem- 
bered, but for his iniquity that he hath 
committed he ſhall die for it. Again, 
when I ſay unto the wicked, Thou ſhalt 
ſurely die, if be turn from his fin, and 
do that which is lawful and right; if 
the wicked reſtore the pledge, give 
again that he hath robbed, walk in the 

B ſtatutes 


Hatutes of life without committing 
iniquity ; he ſhall furely live, he ſhall 
not die: none of his fins that be * 
committed ſhall be mentioned unto him ; 
be hath done that which is lawful 
and right, he ſhall ſurely live. 


HE more deſirous any one is 
of arriving at a certainty con- 
cerning God's moral govern- 


ment of the world, and at a Ms $i 
knowledge of the laws by which this 
| government is ſupported, the more 
thankful will he be for the oracles Sy 
ſacred wiſdom ;, for in theſe he will 
find many diſcoveries relating to the 
ways of the Almighty, which by the 
exerciſe of his own reaſon he copay 
never have attained. That there. will 
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that Chriſt will judge the world 
that the faithful ſervants of God ſhall 
be eternally happy after this life, are 
univerfally acknowledged to be im- 
portant truths, for which we are in- 
debted to divine revelation. The 


ſentiment contained in the words of 


our text alſo, ſeems entirely ſcriptural ; 


and we are wholly indebted to reve- 
lation for the inſtruction which it 
contains, 


When I ſay to the righteous, he ſhall 
ſurely live, if be truft to his own righte- 
ouſneſs, which has been very diſtinguiſh- 
ed for many years in the former part 
of his life ; and afterwards allows him- 
ſelf in ſinful practices to the end of his 
days; then his future ſtate will be 
miſcrable, according to his character in 


B 2 the 


the latter part of his conduct, and the 
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dang 
very reverſe to what it would have this 
been, had he continued in his righteouſ- than 
neſs. And on the other hand, though that 

a man has lived a wicked and vicious in the 
life for many years, yet if he forſakes the 
his evil ways, and leads a ſober religi - fidere; 
ous life to the end of his days, the future 
future ſtate of that man ſhall be happy; ¶ Since 
and he ſhall be freed from all the fatal one is 


conſequences that would have followed, WJ advant 
had he died in a ſtate of impenitence. only 2 
Vos it, 1 

I would now obſerve, that Wwe come by the 
to this knowledge, not by natural and re! 
reaſon, but by the aſſiſtance of divine manner 
revelation. This matter, were we left man fo 
to - reaſon only, might be variouſſ if he g 
diſputed ; and we ſhould have been in and pur 
ſome hazard of falling into a very conliſter 


dangerous 
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dangerous miftake. For, as appears from 
this paſſage, it cannot be accounted leſs 
than a very dangerous miſtake, to think 
that men who have been nearly equal 
in their vices, or in their virtues, when 
the whole of their conduct is con- 
fidered, ſhall be nearly equal in their 
future miſery, or future happineſs. 
Since the time of life, in which the 
one is righteous, may give him the 
advantage, or the diſadvantage ; not 
only may, but will moſt certainly do 
it, if we believe what is here aſſerted 
by the prophet. For though virtue 
and religion do in a very exemplary 
manner, influence the conduct of any 


man for ſeveral years; yet afterwards, 


if he grows indifferent to theſe things, 


and purſues a courſe of life entirely in- 


conſiſtent with them, and dies in this 
B 3 courſe, 
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courſe; according to this his future ſtate 
will be determined, and not according 
to what he once was, when virtuous 
diſpoſitions had the aſcendency, Un- 
aſſiſted by divine revelation, it is pro- 
bable, many perſons would have thought 
otherwiſe, and have confidered equal 
virtues as rendering men equally ac- 
ceptable to God, and equal vices juſt 
the reverſe, in whatever period of life 
the one or the other of theſe had been 
performed. We might imagine the 
divine determination would be accord- 
ing to what the balance was, when the 
ſum total of men's virtues and vices 
were compared. Neither does it in- 
deed ſeem within the reach of our 
natural underſtanding, had we no re- 
vealed religion, to confute ſuch an 
opinion. So far from it, that many 
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caſes might be put in the ſupport of 
it very ſtrong, and as ſuch would gene- 
rally be admitted. 


Suppoſe for inſtance two perſons, 
whoſe advantages for religion, and whoſe 
temptations in the world, are from firſt 
to laſt pretty much the ſame ; ſuppoſe 
alſo that the one becomes very early 
impreſſed with pious and religious ſen- 
timents, is dutiful to his parents while 
young, and as he grows up diſcovers 
very amiable diſpoſitions, is very ex- 
emplary in his conduct, and lives till 
a few years before his death, in a very 
ſober, religious and virtuous manner ; 
when, falling unhappily into evil com- 
pany, or into the way of ſuch tempta- 
tions as draw him afide, he degenerates 
into the practice of irreligion and vice, 
and periſhes therein. 

B 4 Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe the other ' perſon, though 
poſſeſſed of equal advantages from a re- 


ligious education, early diſcovering very 


bad diſpoſitions, is diſobedient to all 


parental authority in the infancy of life, 
becomes abandoned in his conduct, and 
continues incorrigible in vice and im- 
piety, till towards the cloſe of life ; 


then admit he becomes a ſincere peni- 


tent, that his conſcience is powerfully 


| impreſſed with the convicting influences 


of religion, that from henceforth his 
heart is purified, and his life exemplarily 
virtuous and good, and that both con- 
tinue ſo 'till his departure out of the 
world. Now that of theſe two, with- 


out a divine revelation, we ſhould agree 


that the latter was more worthy of the 
favourable regard of God hereafter, and 
would be more likely to obtain it; is 

fo 


n 1 8 
ſo far from being a clear point, that 
perhaps there is more reaſon to think 
we are led to the belief of it, and to 
the defence of this belief, through the 
aſſiſtance of Scripture. For had it not 
been for this, in paſſing a judgment 
upon two ſuch characters, we ſhould 
probably only have taken the aggregate 
of their virtues and vices into the eſti- 
mate, excluſive of all other confidera- 
tions. And if ſo, we muſt have thought 
that it would hereafter be better with 
him, who had been the more righteous; 
that is a longer time ſo. For it is 
certain that equal virtue, under equal 
helps, and equal diſcouragements, muſt, 
in itſelf conſidered, be of equal worth, 
in this or the other part of life. And 
if fo, that more favour would be ſhewn 
to him, who had been more virtuous, 


upon 
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upon an impartial examination into 
their conduct from firſt to laſt, although 
the latter part of his life might be much 
worſe than the other. But revelation 
affirms it will be otherwiſe; and herein 
all things conſidered, the ways of the 
Almighty appear wiſe, juſt, and merci- 
ful. 


To ſhew this, I proceed to obſerve, 
that when all things are taken into the 
account, this meaſure of the divine 
conduct under our examination ſeems 
perfectly agreeable to our higheſt and 
beſt thoughts of the divine nature : ſince 
conſidering the uncertainty of life, the 
general intereſt of religion is much 
better ſecured, than if it had been 
otherwiſe. We know it is clearly the 
language of the chriſtian.religion, that 

thoſe 


rel 
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thoſe who leave the world in a ſinful 
and impenitent ſtate of mind, alienated 
in the temper of their ſouls from the 
great God, and unadorned with the 
graces and virtues of the Goſpel, ſhall 
ſuffer future puniſhment; and that it 
is never once intimated, that their being, 


even for many years, of a different 
character, ſhall prevent their final con- 


demnation. All ſuch, are in the oracles 
of ſacred truth, ſpoken of as thoſe, who 
ſhall hereafter be amongſt the unhappy 
and miſerable. It therefore deſerves our 
attention to conſider, how the general 
intereſt of religion is thus better ſecured, 
than it would be if a different plan of 
government was eſtabliſhed. 


Now if an equal ſeries of regard to 
religion and yirtue in one part of life, 
as 
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as in another, would give mankind 
an equal intereſt in the divine favour 
and regard, then encouragement could 
not be given to ſincere penitents in 
the latter part of life, without others, 
who for many years lived in a much 
more exemplary manner, taking en- 
couragement from thence, to relax in 
their regard to the obligations of re- 
ligion: ſince they might do this, and 
ſtill be beforehand with the other in 
the practice of virtue, the number of 
their good deeds, the quantity of their 
obedience; and thus through a too 
confident fecurity, many might to- 
wards the cloſe of life, grow negligent 
and remiſs in the performance of their 
duty. This ſecurity might lead them 
into ſuch a conduct, as greatly to 
detract from the excellency of their 


character, 


cl 
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character, and cauſe unjuſt refleQions 
to be caſt on the eauſe of piety, and 
virtue. 


That the greateſt regard will. be had 
to the habitual conduct and diſpoſition 
of the mind, in the latter part of life, 
conſidering the uncertain number of 
our days, ſeems calculated, in the beſt 
manner, to ſupport the general intereſt 
of religion. We are every. moment 
liable to die; and therefore from the 
beginning of our probationary ſtate, 
it is incumbent upon us, to live con- 
ſtantly under the influence of religion, 
and in the practice of our duty, leſt 
the day of death ſhould unexpectedly 
overtake us unprepared for it, and cut 
us off for ever from all hopes of the 
divine mercy and favour. If it is 


neceſſary 
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neceſſary to our being partakers of 
future happineſs, that we muſt, before 
this ſtate of trial be over, ſubdue every 


ſinful paſſion and inclination, and be 


prevailingly good in bur difpoſitions 


and defires; then our uncertain con- 
tinuance here, is in every part of life, 
a perpetual motive to religious obe- 
dience, —a motive that can never be 
rationally overlooked, and that grows 
ſtronger as life advances. 5150 


Does any one think it would have 
been kind in our Creator to have given 
a certain unalterable term and boundary 
to human life, ſo that at any period 
we might have known, how much 
time was before us? Scarcely a weaker 
thought than this can enter into our 


minds. For if the perpetual uncer- 


tainty 


noc 
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tainty which mankind are under, as 
to the time of launching into an eternal 
world, will not ſolemnly engage them 
to the performance of their duty ;—re- 
moye the uncertainty, give them aſ- 
ſurance of life for a long time to come, 
and would they not then reſt abundantly 
more content and ſatisfied in their fol- 
lies and evil practices? Would not the 
fame vicious paſhons and inclinations 
they are now ſubject to, have been then 
able to have pleaded more ftrongly for 
their irregular gratification? Would not 
conſcience have been much more catily 
ſoothed, and have. conſented to unwor- 
thy conduct much more readily,. having 
an aſſurance of many years to come 
before their probationary fate ſhould 
be ended? They who wiſh there were 
no diſeaſes, no calamities, no afflictions 
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to ſhorten human life, before it attained 


old age, and then at a fixed period it 


ſhould decline; with ſuch an alteration 
in the courſe of Providence, as would 
be extremely injurious to us. If the 
habits of - goodneſs, if the practice of 
piety, righteouſneſs, and virtue in this 
ſtate, are neceſſary to our happineſs in 
that which is to come, we may then 
plainly ſee the wiſdom of our pre- 
carious ſituation here below. To a re- 


ligious conduct, from day to day, from 
month to month, and from year to 
year, it is an unanſwerable motive, 
a powerful incentive. It is always an 
argument for our ſerving God at preſent, 
that carries with it ſufficient weight 
to convince every one who will im- 
partially conſider it. 


But 
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But | beſides the uncertainty of life, 
on which the meaſures of Providence 
under our conſideration ſeem to be 
founded; I cannot but obſerve, that 
their conduct is attended with peculiar 
aggravations, who deſert religion after 
a long and ſerious profeſſion of it. Such 
motives ought to influence them, as 
they have experienced the truth of . 
particularly the pleaſures reſulting from 
a conſcientious regard to their duty. 
They diſcourage the young from enter- 
ing the paths of religion, which they 
behold forſaken by thoſe who had long 
walkedin them; and they prevent others, 
who are unhappily entangled in the 
ſnares of vice, from returning to their 
duty and purſuing their trueſt happi- 
neſs. They are endeavouring to con- 


tract as faſt they can, the diſpoſitions 
C and 
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and habits, which diſgrace human na- 
ture, make them unlike to God, and 
unfit for heaven. | 


From what has been ſaid, jt appears; 
that it muſt be our higheſt wiſdom, 
by a patrent continuance in well doing, 
to ſeek for glory, honour, and immor- 
tality. Our duty can never be diſ- 
charged beforehand. We are not in 
this view, to be compared to labourers, 


who have a. certain taſk ſet them by 


their maſters, ſo that by great diligence 
for a time they may finiſh their work, 
long before the. term he allowed them 
is expired, and then ſpend the re- 
mainder of it juſt as they pleaſe, with- 
out being accountable. The duties we 
have to perform as probationary crea- 


tures cannot poſſibly be done before 
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the end of life; for to God we owe 


all our time, and all our capacity of 


ſervice. And if ever we deſert this 


courſe, we take a ſure method to deſtroy 
all the good effects of what we have for- 
merly done. We. ſee therefore what 
reaſon there is, for ſuch exhortations as 
theſe: Continue ye in the faith, grounded 
and ſettled, and be not moved away from 
the hope of the Goſpel which ye have 
beard. Beware, leſt being led aſtray by 
the error of the wicked, ye fall from 
your own fteadfaftneſs; for we are made 
partakers of Chriſt, if we hold the begin- 
ning of our confidence ſteadfaſt unto the 


end. Innumerable other paſſages of 


ſcripture there are to the ſame purpoſe ; 


but I will add only one or two more. 


If they who had eſcaped the pollutions of 
the world, through the knowledge of our 
C 2 Lord 
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Lord and Saviour, in one part of life, 
are afterward entangled therem, and over- 
come, then the latter end fhall be worſe 
with them than the beginning. As ye 
have received the Lord Feſus Chrift, jo 
walk ye in him, holding faith and a good 
conſcience ; and continue in the love of 
Chriſt, that when he ſhall appear, ye may 
have confidence and not be aſhamed before 
him at his coming. How will many on 
this great occaſion be filled with ſhame 
and confuſion, who unhappily forſake 
the paths of duty and wiſdom, for ſome 
time before their death! For this, 
what remorſe of conſcience will prey 
upon them hereafter ! How will they 
upbraid themſclves when it is too late! 


How much future vexation will they | 


feel, for ſuch folly ; to think they wert 
once in the way to eternal happineſs, 
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once in the divine favour, with the fair 
proſpect of having it for ever ſecured 
to them! This leads to another prac- 
tical reflection, which is, 


That to take much pains about our 
religious and moral condu&, for a long 
ſeries of time, and after all to ruin 
ourſelves by indulging evil inclinations 
and wicked paſſions, is certainly the 
greateſt of all folly. A man cannot act 
more inconſiſtently, or indeed any way 
plunge himſelf into more diſtreſs. To 
go through all the difficulties of be- 
coming religious, till the habit of diſ- 
charging its duties with pleaſure is con- 
trated, and after this, on any account 
to decline, till the once agrecable duties 
of religion are no more regarded, nor 


its ſacred pleaſures any more reliſhed ; 
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is ſuch a change as cannot be ac- 
counted for but by the greateſt infatua- 
tion, That a man ſhould for a courſe 
of years honour God, make conſcience 
of the duties of piety, and of keeping 
himſelf unſpotted from the world ; 
that he ſhould long with unſhaken in- 
tegrity, maintain a deſervedly amiable 
and worthy character, and ſhould ſwerve 
from theſe ſhining and lovely paths of 
virtue and goodneſs, into the baſe and 
dark receſſes of iniquity, though in 
conſequence of this he is ſure to be 
finally ſurrounded with ineffable horrors; 
is ſuch a departure from all the dictates 
of reaſon, conſcience, and intereſt, that 
one would almoſt think it impoſſible 
for a creature endued with underſtand- 
ing to be guilty of it. To ſurmount 
difficulties which lie in the way to 

| happineſs, 
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happineſs, and then to fly from the very 
happineſs itſelf, and voluntarily to de- 
generate into a ſtate of - wretchedneſs 
and deſpair ; nothing can equal the 
folly of ſuch conduct. 


Do we not naturally pity thoſe who 
begin any excellent undertaking, and go 
forward a conſiderable time very ſuc- 
ceſsfully in it; do we not pity them 
when any thing ariſes to prevent their 
progreſs, till it is completed ? But 
moſt of all have we reaſon to do this, 
when we ſee vice and paſſion overthrow 
the fair ſtructure which virtue had for 
many years been employed in building 
up. The moſt ſhocking fight in the 
world, is to ſee a man degenerate from 
the uprightneſs of his conduct, to ſee 
him negle& and forſake the duties of 

C4 piety, 
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piety, and the government of his 
paſſions ; and for the tranſitory gratifi- 
cation of ſome evil diſpoſition, diſ- 
honour his former character, wound 
the peace of his own mind, and blaſt 
his hope of the divine acceptance. 
What can be a more melancholy ſpec- 
tacle, than to ſee a man, after knowing 
better, and practiſing better; live at laſt 
a fool to his own true intereſt, and die 
with a load of guilt upon his boſom, 
terrified at the thoughts of God, and 
cloſing his eyes with a conſcience full 
of horror at what is to come? Who 
would not grieve to ſee any of his ac- 
quaintance and friends, nay even an 


enemy, thus precipitating himſelf into 


remedileſs ruin? Who would not ſhudder | 


at the thought of becoming himſelf 
guilty of ſuch folly and madneſs; of 
falling 
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falling from the heights of virtue, into 
the depths of vice; of ſinking from 
the hope, and almoſt the poſſeſſion of 
heaven, into the loweſt abyſs of woe 


and miſery? 


Nuowing thus the terrors | of the 
Lord with reſpect to ſuch as depart 


from their former righteouſneſs, we 
endeavour to perſuade men, and entreat 
you by all that is facred and good, 
after having been for many years moſt 
commendably diligent in railing a 
ſtructure of holineſs and virtue in com- 
pliance with the requirements of the 
Goſpel not to deſtroy the whole by 
departing from the living God. Bury 
not yourſelves, and all your hopes for 
ever, under the ruins of vice. Hold 


faſt the honourable prefeſion of your 
faith 
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faith without ' wavering, and ſhew' the 
fame diligence to the full aſſurance of 
hope, unto the end of your days. Be 
not ſlothful ; but followers of them who 
through faith and patience, inherit the 
promiſes. Shun all thoſe paths of un- 
righteouſneſs, which darken as you 
advance in them; and which if purſued 
will lead to the benighted realms of 
woe. Theſe avoid, and to all the de- 
ceitful pleaſures of vice, prefer the 
peaceful and heavenly paths of virtue, 
which © ſhine more and more unto the 
perfect day. 
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SERMON II. 
ON THE SUFFERINGS AND DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST, 


MATTHEW xvi. 21. 


From that time forth Feſus began to ſhew 
unto his diſciples, how that he muſt go 
unto Feruſalem, and ſuffer nmny things 
of the elders, and chief” prieſts, and 
ſeribes, and be killed, and be raiſed 
again the third day. 


HE deſign for which God ſent 
his ſon into the world, was, that 
through him we might have life, that 
by him we might receive forgiveneſs 
of fins, and ax inheritance among them 


who 
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who are ſanctiſed. It is a very good 
and uſeful enquiry to conſider how, 
and in what manner, jeſus proſecuted 
this great and good end, and finiſhed 
the work his Father had given him 
to do. Were we fully to conſider this 
point, it would lead us to take a view 
of the whole of our Saviour's life, 

from his birth at Bethlehem, to his 
death on Mount Calvary, 


But I ſhall not at this time conſider 
him in the light of a teacher ſent from 
God, to make known the way of ſalva- 
tion; nor lay before you the excellent 
example of univerſal virtue and good- 
neſs, which he hath given us. I ſhall not 
call upon you to attend to the gracious 
and inſtructive words which proceeded 


out of his mouth, and by which he 
extorted 


en 
fe 
hi 


8 8 


83 


de 
co 
ha 
wl 
in 
hi: 
thi 


an 


to 
ful 


= CTY . v3 


SERMON I. ay 


extorted from his very enemies a con- 
feſſion, that never man ſpake like unto 


him. I ſhall not direct your: thaughts 


to travel through the cities of Judea, 


and behold this man of Oodunweariedly | 


going about doing good to the ſouls 
and bodies of men. This active part 
of our Saviour's life, I ſhall at preſent 
decline conſidering ; and principally 
confine myſelf to the difficulties and 
hardſhips, the ſorrows and ſufferings 
which he underwent. This is the view 
in which Jeſus repreſented himſelf tg 
his diſciples in the text. He ſhewed 
them, that he muſt ſuffer many things, 
and be killed. 


Exceeding great were the ſufferings 
to which the Son of God willingly 
ſubmitted, while he was in this world. 


Not 
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Not to be paralelled were the ſufferings 
which this ſpotleſs Lamb of God 
patiently endured for our ſakes, when 
he humbled himſelf and became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the 
croſs. So great and ſo bitter were 
the ſufferings which he ſuſtained, that 
we may juſtly apply to him theſe words, 
Behold, and ſee, if there be any ſorrow 
like unto my ſorrow, which ts done unto 


me, and wherewith I am afflifed ? 
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To trace the ſorrows and ſufferings 
of this great Redeemer,” we muſt take 
our riſe from. the firſt period of his 


appearing in the world, and continue 


| | | the account through the whole of his T 
| | public life, till upon the croſs he hon 
| | | bowed his head and gave up the ghoſt. Goc 
1 | and 


When he was found in faſhion as a 
LN man, he did not covet to appear in 


high 
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high ſtate and dignity, but made bim- 
ſelf of no reputation, and took on him 


the form of a ſervant. He was born 
of low and mean, though honeſt and 
virtuous parents, and | paſſed through 
life in one of its loweſt ſtations. © In- 
ſtead of having great preparations made 
to receive him at his birth, and a legion 
of angels ſent to guard. his infant form, 
he was brought forth in an obſcure inn, 
unattended, unnoticed, unaſſiſted. He 
had a ſtable for his apartment, and a 
manger for his cradle; for there was 


no room in the inn itſelf for his parents 
to be lodged. 


The heavenly hoſts indeed did him 
honour at his birth, for they praiſed 
God, ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt, 
and on earth peace, good will to men. 


A celeſtial 
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A celeſtial light guided a few wiſe 
perſonages, to reverence him as one 
born king of the Jews. But what was 
the conſequence of theſe few tranſient 
honours ? They ſtirred up the jealouſy 
and hatred of the murderous Herod, to 
ſeek the young child's life to deſtroy it, 


Little ſuited as his parents could be 
to travel into a ſtrange and diſtant 
country, yet they were obliged to flee 
precipitately with their infant ſon, into 
this diſtant land. There they con- 
tinued with the child Jeſus, till the 
death of Herod, expoſed to all the in- 
conveniences, which perſons of their 
low ſtation muſt neceſſarily ſuffer, far 
from their home, their acquaintance, 


and their friends. 


We 
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We have no other account of what 
happened to our Saviour from his child- 
hood, till he came unto John to be 
baptized, but in general, that he was 
ſubject to his parents; that as he grew . 
in ſtature, he grew alſo in wiſdom and | 
e favour both with God and man; and | 

that he wrought with his ſuppoſed , 
: WH father;\in the laborious, but uſeful em- 
. W of a WN | 


- 

, In all theſe de we * nothing | 
that contributed to ſweeten and endear f 

: life unto him, and make him fond of 

- the ſtage whereon he was to act; but 

r what rather tended to prepare him for 


y that rougher and ſeverer part, through 
which he was to paſs, before he could 
ſay of his-enterprize, It ts finiſhed. 
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When he left the obſcurities of 
private life, and entered upon the mi- 
niſtration of his public character, what 
was the reception he met with from 
the world? He cane unto his 'own, 
but his own received him not, When 
he went about teaching in their ſyna- 
gogues | repentance, and preaching : the 
Goſpel of the kingdom, and healing all 
manner of ſickneſs and all manner of 
diſeaſes among the people, did all the 
generations that ſaw and heard him, 
and were benefited by him, fall down 
and call him bleſſed? Was he receiyed 
with open arms, honoured and reſpected 
wherever he came ? . 


Fain would I draw a veil over the 
diſgrace of his countrymen, and. not 
ſpeak of the oppoſition they gave him, 

the 
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the reproach they caſt upon him, and 
the cruel manner in which they uſed 
him from. firſt to laſt. But the truth 
of hiſtory forbids it, and our own ne- 
ceſſities require they ſhould be made 
public : for theſe things are written 
for our inſtruction, | 
When we examine the Goſpels, what 
is the 1dea we are taught to form of the 
life of Chriſt? Do we not find that 
it was a life of fatigue and hardſhip, 
of ſorrow and trouble? Was he not 
without any habitation that he could 
call his own, without food to ſatisfy 
the neceſſities of nature, without money 
to anſwer the demands that were made 
upon him, and without friends to take 
care of and comfort him? as not 
his time ſpent in one continued courſe 
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of doing 'good offices, and receiving 
evil ones in return ? Did not the Jews 
load and vilify him with the fouleſt 
names, and afcribe even his beſt actions 
to the baſeſt and worſt principles? Did 
they not purſue him from place to place, 
and more than once feek tumultuoufſy 
to take away his life? Being reſolved 
that he ſhould die, they repreſented 
him as not fit to hve. Through 'their 
clamour and importunity they prevailed 
on the Roman governor to put him to 
death, though Pilate was ſatisfied of 
his innocence, and declared he could 
find in him nothing worthy of death. 


But it was not death ſimply that he 
endured, but death embittered with 
every ingredient that can make it dread- 
ful. When his hour was near come, 


every 


SERMON It 37 


every thing conſpired to render his con- 
dition moſt diſtreſſing and deplorable. 
You will bear with me in running over 
ſome of the chief circumſtances. of our 
Saviour's affliction, at his leaving this 
world. And will you let your medi- 
tations accompany me, while I attempt 
to deſcribe the ſorrowful ſcene? You 
who are going to the Lord's table, 
there to commemorate the death and 
ſufferings of Chriſt, will, I am per- 
ſuaded, take theſe things into ferious 
conſideration, and with all the ſoothing 
emotions of a penſive heart, dwell upon 
the contemplation of them. 


By the eye of a contemplative faith, 
{ee the Saviour of men retiring from 
the crowd of his diſciples, into the 
garden, to prepare himſelf for the fad 

D 3 ſcene 
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ſcene which lay before him. Think 
what muſt have been the perplexity and 
diſtreſs of his mind, when he began to 
be forrowful, ſore amazed, and very 
heavy. Think what he muſt have en- 
dured, when his body was in an agony 
of pain, ſo that his ſweat was, as it were, 
great drops of blood falling to the ground. 
Think how pungent what he felt muſt 
have been, before he could ſay, that 
his ſoul was exceeding ſorrowful, even 
unto death. Think what muſt have 
been the ſtate of his mind, when no 
leſs than three times, he offered up 
prayers and ſupplications, with ſtrong 
crying and tears, unto him that was 
able to ſave him, ſaying, F it be poſſible, 
O Father, let the bitter cup paſs from me. 
Think how inconceivably great the ſor- 
row and oppreſſion of his ſpirit muſt be, 


when 
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when it was neceſſary that an angel 
ſhould be ſent from heaven, to comfort 
and ſupport him under it. As the 
Scriptures have not told us, it is a vain 


and fruitleſs enquiry to confider what 
could occaſion this great depreſſion and 
grief of heart, this ſtrong reluctance 
to taſte the bitter cup. 


More uſeful and more ſatisfactory 
will it be, in our thoughts to make one 
in that good company, who, with 
weeping eyes and grief torn hearts, at 
a diſtance followed their Saviour to his 
crucifixion, and there ſaw how he 
was perſecuted and deſpitefully uſed. 
Imagine then you ſtill ſee the holy and 
righteous Jeſus in the garden, ſtanding 
with his diſciples, fully prepared and 
ſatisfied, to be, and to do, whatever it 

4 was 
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was the will of his Father, that he 
ſhould do and ſaffer. Behold now a large 
company, privately entering the place 
of his retirement, and with eager ſteps 
advancing, to ſeize the Lord of life, 
led on by a baſe and treacherous friend. 
Think how grievous it muſt have been 
to him, to be betrayed by his own diſ- 
ciple and pretended friend, one of that 
little flock whom he choſe to be always 
with him, one whom he had obliged 
in a particular manner, and cheriſhed 
as it were in his own boſom : to be 
betrayed by him, under a pretence, and 
with 2 token of love and friendſhip ; 
for the cruel ingrate approached him, 
with his uſual freedom and reſpect, 
ſaying, Hail, Mofter, and kiſſed bim. — 
Had an enemy watched him and done 
this, it would not ſo much have grieved 


his 
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his righteous ſoul; bat for his own 
familiar friend, who did cat of his 
bread, and in whom he truſted, thus 
to deliver him into the power of thoſe 
who ſought his life, for the poor price 
of thirty pieces of filver; this was 
the killing circumſtance which added 
bitterneſs to his woe. 


Hail, Maſter, faid the traitor with one 
breath, and kifled him ; and with the 
next, This ſame is he, lay hands on him, 
and hold him faſt. Immediately he is ar- 
reſted by the officers, armed with 
ſwords and ſtaves; and the Lord of 
glory is carried off as a priſoner, and 
treated as a common robber and male- 
factor. He that did no ſin, is ſerved 
as the chief of ſinners. He that came 


to heal the broken hearted, to preach 
 delrverance 
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deliverance to 'the captives, and to ſet 
at liberty them that are bound, is him- 
ſelf led about bound, and denied the 
common offices of humanity. He that 
came into the world, to fave men's 
lives, who healed their diſeaſes, cured 
their ſickneſſes, and gave general eaſe 
and relief to all their maladies, can 
himſelf find no ſafety, no caſe, no re- 
lief, no juſtice, from the very perſons 
he had ſo greatly benefited. 


Think what a diſmal and afflicting 
circumſtance it muſt be to Jeſus, to be 
committed to the pleaſure and inſult 
of an ungodly multitude, and expoſed 
to all the coarſe language, and rougher 
treatment of thoſe, who were the filth 
of the world and the offscouring ' of all 
things. See him dragged by them 

| through 
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through the city, from one place, from 
one tribunal, from one unjuſt ruler to 
another. How eager are the falſe 
witneſſes, who were ſuborned to take 
away his life, to put an invidious 
and falſe conſtruction upon his words, 
and to accuſe him of things and pur- 
poſes, that were at the greateſt diſtance 
from him to think or do? Even in 
the court of judicature, where, gene- 
rally, in the moſt iniquitous times, an 
appearance of decency and juſtice is 
preſerved, he is treated moſt vilely and 
inhumanly. Some ſpit in his face, and 
buffet him ; others cover his face, and 
contemptuouſly ſmite him with the 
palms of their hands, faying in pro- 
fane mockery, Propheſy unto us, thou 
Chriſt, who is he that ſmote thee? Ah, 
baſe and cruel people, thus to injure 


and 


* 
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and inſult the meek and innocent Jeſus! 
Ah, more baſe and cruel prieſts and 


' rulers, to permit and encourage ſuch 


inhumanity and wickedneſs! But what 
is it that malice and envy, exaſperated 
by religious phrenzy, will not do ? 


What an additional circumſtance in 
his affliction muſt it be, to be left alone 
in the midſt of his diſtreſs; not one 
friend, not one diſciple, not one ac- 
quaintance to bear him company, and to 
ſupport and encourage him under all the 
infamy and ill uſage which he received 
How muſt it wound his affectionate 
heart, to ſee them all, in the hour of 
his difficulty, flee away to ſecure their 
own ſafety, as if unconcerned what 
became of their kind maſter and faith- 
ful friend ! — that very maſter and 

friend, 
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friend, to whom, but a little before, 
they had profeſſed the ſtrongeſt attach- 
ment, and declared themfelves ready 
to follow to impriſonment and death ! 
But, alas ! in the time of his tribula- 
tion, they all forſook him and fled. 
Hereby that came to paſs which was 
written, I will ſinite the ſhepherd, and 
the ſheep of the flock ſhall be ſcattered 


abroad. 


What aggravated weight muſt it add 
to his ſorrows and ſufferings at this 
time, to ſee Peter, who ſeemed for 
a while to have recovered his courage, 
relapſe, and become more guilty than 
all the reft! How afflicting muſt it be 
for him, to hear that diſciple, who had 
profeſſed ſo much zeal, and made ſuch 
ſolemn promiſes of owning Chriſt, and 


adhering 
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adhering to him, even though he ſhould 
die for it, ſhamefully deny and di ſown 
him, and confirm the falſehood with 


oaths and curſes 


Thus was Jeſus left deſtitute, and ex- 
poſed to the outrage of his enemies, who 
hated him without cauſe: thus was he 
treated in the moſt barbarous manner. 


After they had recreated themſelves with 


his diſgrace and miſery ; after they had 
ſeen him publicly ſcourged and ſet at 
nought; after they had ignominiouſly 
led bim about in mock-majeſty, with 
a crown of thorns upon his head, they 
proceeded to a& the laſt part of their 
intended tragedy, and to bathe their 
hands in his moſt innocent blood. 


It was not ſimply death, as hath been 


obſerved before, that Jeſus ſuffered; 
but 


but 
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but the death of the croſs z a death 
above all other the moſt painful, and the 
moſt ſhameful. So ignominious was it, 
that it was inflicted upon none but the 
vileſt of malefactors. It was the puniſh- 
ment of robbers and murderers, pro- 
vided they were alſo ſlaves; otherwiſe, 
if they. were freemen, this death was 
thought too ſcandalous for them. And 
ſuch we find were the companions of 
Chriſt in his death; for he was crucified 
between two thieves. 


The death of the croſs was dreadful 
above all other kinds of death, for the 
pain and torture, as well as the ſhame 
of it, The whole weight of the body 
depended upon the hands and feet, 
which were nailed to the croſs, and 
muſt needs. occaſion the moſt acute and 


racking 


X 
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racking miſery and anguiſh; Together 
with its being thus exquiſitely tor- 
menting, it'was a flow and lingering 
death.” -For though Jeſus continued 


ns leſs than three hours in this inſuf- 


ferable tortute, before, with - ſtrong 
cries and groans, he gave up the ghoſt; 
yet when a friend came to beg his body, 
the governor was ſurprized to hear that 
he was dead already: a circumſtance 
which diftinguiſhed him from the two 
thieves, whoſe legs were broken in 
cruel kindneſs, that an end might like- 
wife be put to their miſery, and their 


| . : 


lives. 


But even this death, ſhameful and 
painful, deteſtable and accurſed, as it 
was; was not the whole, I had almoſt 


aid was not the worſt thing, that he 


ſuffered 
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ſuffered from their hands. It is uſual 


when a malefactor is led to execution, 
and ſuffers the juſt ſentence of the law, 
for the crowd of his ſpectators to relent, 
and commiſerate his unhappy fate, and 


to follow him to his end, with fighs 


and tears. Though they approved the 
ſentence of the judge, and when they 
heard his crime, ſaid that he ought to 
die; yet there is none of the whole 


multitude, that is aſſembled on ſuch 


an occaſion, who could bear to heat 
another make a jeſt of the criminal's 
ſufferings, and in the very article of 
death, treat him with ridicule and ſcorn. 
Inſtead of adding reproaches and re- 
vilings to the ſeverity of his ſufferings, 
you would ſcarce find one amongſt 
thoſe who are not remarkable for the 
tenderneſs of their feelings, who would 

E not 
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not at that time, contribute every thing 
in his power, to alleviate his diſtreſs, 
and abate the weight of his ſufferings. 


If now we examine how it was with 
the holy and juſt one, we ſhall find 
there was accumulated upon him, every 
thing that could make the moſt cruel 
death more cruel. The malice of his 
enemies did not ſubſide, their revenge 
was not ſatisfied, when they ſaw him 
buffeted, ſcourged, and nailed to the 
croſs. As if, they had diveſted them- 
ſelves of all humanity, and armed their 
hearts with the moſt ſavage fierceneſs, 
the people which ſtood by beheld his 
ſufferings as if they were the joy of 
their hearts. How muſt it increaſe'the 
torment of what he felt, to hear the 
cruel' mockings and deriſions of the 

prieſts 


prieſ 
He / 
he 6 
who 
him, 
heads 
come 
believ, 
violer 
the ſo 
nied 
offere 
which 
there 
barity, 
he cri 
mto th 
having 
and ga 


Suck 
death ; 


S ERM ON II. 51 
prieſts and rulers, who ſcoffingly ſaid, 
He ſaved ot bers, let him ſave himſelf, if 
he be the choſen of God. They alſo 


who paſſed by on the road, railed on 


him, and reviled him, waving their 


heads and ſaying, Save thyſelf now, and 


come down from the croſs, and we will 
believe in thee. When ſpent with the 
violence of his pain, he ſaid, I th:rft, 
the ſoldiers alſo mocked him, and de- 
nied his laſt poor requeſt; for they 
offered him only vinegar to drink : 


which having received, and finding 


there was no abatement of their bar- 
barity, he ſaid, It it finiſhed. Then 
he cried with a loud voice, Father, 
into thy hands I commend my ſpirit : and 
having ſaid thus, he bowed his head, 
and gave up the ghoſt. 


Such was our Saviour's miſery and 
death; — ſuch, and far more diſtreſſing 
E 2 and 
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and ſorrowful, than words can expreſs, 
or it is poſſible for thought to conceive. 
When you turn your thoughts to the 
part, which his perſecutors ated, and 
conſider their relentleſs and bloody 
malice, I wonder not, if, full of holy 
indignation and grief of heart, you 
ſhould fay, Curſed be their anger, for 
it was fierce; and their wrath, for it 
vat cruel. , O my ſoul, come not thou 


into their ſecret ; unto their aſſembly, 
mine honour, be not thou united : for in 
their anger they flew a Man, and in their 
ſelf will, they crucified the Lord's Anointed. 
On the other hand, when you turn your 
eyes to the croſs, and ſee Jeſus hanging 
thereon, and conſider what he ſuffered, 
and why he ſuffered, I cannot wonder, 
that your hearts are filled with ſympa- 


_ thizing ſorrow, and your mouths ſilent 
through the greatneſs of your grief; 
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and that you ſhould go away from this 
fad ſpectacle, ſmiting on your breaſts. 
For your comfort, in the midſt of your 
tribulation, let me direct you to the 
words which Jeſus ſpake to his diſ- 
ciples, and to the company who be- 
wailed and lamented him, when going 
to be crucified. Daughters of Feruſalem, 
weep not for me, but weep for yourſelves, 
and for your children, Let not your 
hearts be troubled, for I will ſee you again, 
and your heart ſhall rejoice, and your joy 
no man ſhall take from you. Be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world. 
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ON OUR SAVIOUR's TEMPTATION 
IN THE WILDERNESS. 


19TH binn. MARK 1. 13. Ls 
And be was in the wilderneſs forty days 
tempted of Satan, and was with the 


wild beaſts, and the angels mini —_ 


unto him. 


* 0 
; 


T cannot be denied; that there are 


conſiderable difficulties in explain- 
ing this part of our Saviour's hiſtory. 
By the generality of chriſtians it is 
underſtood as a narrative of a real fact, 
and the whole is interpreted in a literal 
ſenſe. — Againſt this there are many, 
E 4 great, 
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great, and perhaps unanſwerable objec- 
tions, , Even thoſe who are advocates for 
the literal interpretation are obliged, in 
explaining ſome part of this tranſaction, 
to depart from it, and adopt that which 
is viſionary, To be conſiſtent with 
themſelves, they . ought to underſtand 
the whole in a hiſtorical and literal 


ſenſe ;, but this they perceive would in- 


volve them in too glaring abſurdities. 


This one might naturally ſuppoſe 
would have led them to conſider the 
whole narrative in a different view; 
eſpecially as thus it will bear a very 
conſiſtent and uniform interpretation, 
and all the advantages and inſtructiye 
uſes of it be preſerved. It reflects equal 
honour on our Saviour's character, and 
recommends him to our imitation as 


an 
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an excellent example of contentment, 
picty, humility and dutiful obedience 
to the will of God. It obviates the 
objections that have been brought 
againſt this part of ſacred writ, and is 
in itſelf capable of a * and ſolid 
vindication. | 


From this you; will conclude we do 
not think, it neceſſary to underſtand our 
Saviour g temptation, in the ſtrictly 
literal ſenſe, as 4 hiſtorical narration. of 
2, matter of fact; but as repreſenting in 
a viſionary and ſcenical manner, what 
happened in our Lord's mind; when he 
was retired into the wilderneſs, by faſt» 
ing and prayer, to prepare himſelf for 
the great work upon * he was 
entering. 


3 we ſuppoſe Satan to have ap- 
peared to Jeſus in a bodily ſhape, to 
| have 
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have converſed with him, to have made 
him the propoſals here mentioned, and 
to be known by Chriſt; Where is the 
mighty virtue and merit of rejecting 
his ſolicitations and offers? Who 


would not have done the like? We 
can ſcarce think any of the ſons of 


men would have complied with ſuch 
propoſals; if perſonally made to them 
by ſuch a being. It requires no ſmall 
ſhare of credulity to believe that Jeſus 
was carried through the air from the 
wilderneſs, which was: at a great diſ- 
tance from Jeruſalem, into the holy 
city, and there ſet upon a pinnacle 
of the temple, and afterwards wafted 
back again through the air, by the ſame 
method of conveyance. Where, it may 
alſo be aſked, is the mountain ſo ex- 


eeeding high, that from it can be ſhewn 
all 
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all the kingdoms of the earth, and the 
glory of them ? 


.* Chriſt, we are told, was in all points 
tempred as we are. But who will ſay 
that our temptations are analogous to 
this ? None but the moſt deſpicable 
enthuſiaſts pretend to a perſonal inter- 
courſe with Satan. Our temptations 
ariſe from the ſolicitations of our appe- 
tites and paſſions within, 'and from the 
allurements of the world without us. 
And as Jeſus was in all things made 
like unto his -brethren of mankind, 
when he partook of fleſh and blood, is 
it not moſt natural to ſuppoſe that his 
temptations proceeded from the ſame 
cauſes as ours. Being thus faucbed 
with a- feeling of our infirmities, he 
was better fitted to have compaſſion on 
the 
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the ignorant, and on them that are out 
of the way. 


For theſe and other reaſons, many 
worthy. chriſtians have been conſtrained 
to forſake the literal interpretation, and 
to ſeek a meaning leſs: liable to ob- 
jections, ridicule, and abſurdity.— This 
they have imagined the method of 
explanation already mentioned to be. 


It is not difficult to ſuppoſe, in the 


circumſtances wherein our Saviour then 
was, how all theſe things might have 
happened to him, and how the various 


thoughts here mentioned might ſpring 


up in his mind. That theſe are ſaid 
to proceed from the devil, is only 
ſpeaking according to the general ſtyle 
of the ſcripture language, the prevailing 
notion among the Jews, and the way 

. of 
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of - ſpeaking generally uſed by that 
people. Every thing wiſe, virtuous, 
and good, is ſaid to proceed from God; 
becauſe he is the greateſt, wiſeſt, and 
beſt of beings. On the other hand, 
every thing vile, baſe, and wicked, is 
ſaid to come from the devil; becauſe 
he was conſidered as the worſt and moſt 
potent of all wicked and malicious 
beings. Thus all mankind are faid to 
be the children of God, or the children 
of the devil, according as righteouſneſs 
or wickedneſs prevails in their tempers 
and lives. For thoſe very things which 
are ſaid to be done by God, or the 
devil, we need ſeek for no other agents 


but men themſelves. 


It is eaſy to conceive how theſe 
ſeveral temptations might happen to 


Jeſus, 
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Jeſus, if we tonſider the circumſtances 
in which he then was. 7 


A little before this he had been 
baptized at Jordan, and had received 
without meaſure that ſpirit, by which 
he was enabled to profecute his im- 
portant enterprize, and work all his 
ſtupendous miracles. Luke introduces 
his account of the temptation thus— 
Jeſus being full of the Holy Ghoſt, re- 
turned from Jordan, and was led by the 
ſpirit into the wilderneſs. Though he 
was thus ' overſhadowed with power 
from on high, yet he was ſenſible of 
the arduous work that lay before him, 


and of the oppoſition and perſecution 


he ſhould meet with. He retired 
therefore for a time from the world, 
better to fit himſelf for his office, by 


praying 
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praying to God for continued affiſtance, 
to finiſh gloriouſly the work to which 
he was called, and by meditating upon 
that conduct by which he ſhould beſt 
ſuſtain his character as the Saviour of 
the world, and be faithful unto death. 


In this place, ſequeſtered from the 
world, he remained for the ſpace of 
forty | days. During this time he was 
alone, unviſited by any human com- 
panion or friend ; and he faſted from 
all food, having nothing to ſupport 
his body, or refreſh his ſpirits. His 
time was ſpent in thoſe holy exerciſes, 
and that deep recollection of thought, 
which are a wearineſs to the fleſh. No 
wonder that nature was now ſpent and 
fatigued. Well might he wiſh for a 
ſpeedy deliverance from this gloomy 


and 
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and uncomfortable fituation ; a ſituation 
from which, by an exertion of the 
power wherewith he was endued, he 
might be at once delivered. This 
vl would naturally lead to thoſe tempta- 
4- tions with which he was tried. The 
1 firſt of which was founded upon bodily 
and temporal wants. When his mind 
ll! was oppreſſed with intenſe thinking, 
| | | and his body pained with hunger, and 

[| he was at a diſtance from every place 
it where he could have any refreſhment, 


| it might eaſily come into his thoughts 
j | to imagine, that if he was the beloved 
| 
; 


of God, as at his baptiſm was de- 
clared, he need not ſubmit to undergo 
any hardſhips; but inſiſt that God 
ſhould ſhew his love to him by ſup» 
4 porting him even miraculouſſy.— Want 


it is a great temptation to murmur againſt 
1 God. 
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God. Hunger naturally tends to make 
perſons peeviſh and fretful, and to put 
them upon the moſt expeditious method 
of ſupplying. themſelves. It is not im- 
poſſible but to ſomething of this in- 
firmity Jeſus might be inclined. How 
otherwiſe could he be ſaid to be tempted 
or tried? Or where would have been 
the praiſe and glory of his having been 
tempted like as we are, and yet without 
fin ? 


Jeſus knew himſelf to be poſſeſſed 
of the ſame power, by which afterwards 
he was able to feed many thouſands 
with five loaves and two ſmall fiſhes. 
The keenneſs of nature's cravings might 
ſuggeſt to him the exertion of this 
mighty power, for his own immediate 
ſupport and eaſe. Thoughts are in- 

F voluntary, 
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voluntary, and not entirely under any 
man's command. Bad ones will ſome- 
times ariſe in the minds even of the 
beſt men. It is not the having but 
the giving encouragement to them, that 
is blameable and ſinful. Immediately 
to check and ſuppreſs every thought 
of this kind, is an inſtance of great 
virtue, and an evidence of that piety 
and ſelf command, to which few men 
attain. | 


This ſublimity of goodneſs our Sa- 
viour was poſſeſſed of. He gave not 
the leaſt encouragement to the ſuggeſ- 
tion, no not for a moment. With 
diſdain and abhorrence, he inſtantly re- 
jected the diſhonourable thought. He 
would not expreſs the leaſt diffidence 
of his Father's goodneſs and care, nor 

employ 
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employ the power communicated fot 
the diſcharge of his public office, for 
his own private gratification. He rea- 
ſoned himſelf into a temper more ſuit- 
able to his character, and the relation 
wherein he ſtood to God. Without 
indulging to the leaſt murmuring, or 
repining of ſpirit, he expreſſed the 
fulleſt ſatisfaction in the will of his 
heayenly F ather, and determined to rely 
upon his providence, and to wait relief 
from him. He knew that the circum- 
ſtances in which he then was, had a 
great deſign, which he was deſirous 
ſhould be accompliſhed. Though he 
were 4 ſon, yet learned be obedience, 
by the things which he ſuffered. Such 
abſolute - reſignation at. the beginning 
of his miſſion, and ſo ſoon after he had 
been extraordinarily diſtinguiſhed by 

F 2 Heaven, 
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Heaven, might be of fingular ſervict 
to him. Without working a miracle, 
and turning the ſtones into bread, he 
_ truſted that his heavenly Father would 
provide for him. 


Thus did Jeſus learn obedience, re 
ſignation and patience, by the things 
which he ſuffered; at his very entrance 
upon his miniſtry. Thus was he dif- 
ciplined and prepared to bear he con- 
tradition of finners, and all the re- 
proaches and ill-uſage he ſhould after- 
wards meet with. Thus hath he given 
us an example of contentment and ſub- 
miſſion to the divine providence, in 
circumftances very diſtreſſing. Happ, 
and honourable are thoſe chriftians, 
who, like their facred Maſter, excel in 
reſignation, and whoſe minds are digni- 
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fied with this higheſt ornament of re- 
ligion, calm acquieſcence in the divine 
will ! Unto God they look, unto God 
they commit their cauſe, knowing that 
be careth for them. 


The manner in which this temptation 
is repreſented in the ſacred hiſtory, is 
this. When Jeſus was an hungered, 
the tempter, or the evil tempting 
thought, came to him, and faid, I/ 
thou be the Son of God, as was in a 
diſtinguiſhed manner declared at thy 
baptiſm, ſuffer no longer the pains of 
hunger, but command that theſe ſtones 
be made bread. Our Lord not only 
ſilenced and baffled the temptation, by 
the reflections: of his mind, and the 


goodneſs of his heart, but alſo by re- 
ollecting a paſſage out of the holy 
F 3 Scripture, © 
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Scripture, wherein it is written, Man 
ſhall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God. Theſe words we find Deutero- 
nomy chap. viii. ver. 3. and they refer 
to God's miraculous preſervation of the 
Iſraelites in the wilderneſs. - This was 
a paſſage very proper for our Saviour 
to reflect upon, as it was ſo applicable 
to his preſent circumſtances. They 
intimate that man is not to live. by 
bread alone, but by whatever method 
divine providence -ſhall appoint, who 
can always' find means for ſupporting 
his creatures. It is not therefore ſo 
neceſſary to provide food for the pre- 
ſervation of life, as to maintain a rational 


and religious truſt in the exuberant 
goodneſs of God. 


While 


ile 
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While Jeſus was in the wilderneſs, 
muſing on the voice from heaven, 
which at his baptiſm proclaimed him 
to be the Son of God; and conſidering 
the extraordinary power with which 
he was inveſted, the thought might 
dart ſuddenly into his mind, that he 
ſhould not continue there ſolitary and 
unknown, but make the moſt public 
and oſtentatious diſplay of his power 
and greatneſs. What method more 
likely to do this, than by performing 
ſomething in the moſt public concourſe 
of the people, that ſhould greatly excite 
their wonder and amazement ? Of this 
kind would be the throwing himſelf 
down from the height of the temple 
before the numerous crowd that were 
there aſſembled, and immediately riſing 
up unhurt, . 

F 4 But 
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But what would ſuch a vain glorious 
exploit be, but at the fame time diſ- 
truſting and preſuming upon, the 
divine regard to him? It would inti- 
mate a diſtruſt of the teſtimony given 
to him at his baptiſm, and of the reality 
of the power conferred upon him. 
And it would be preſuming on God's 
power to ſupport him, in a vain and 


uſeleſs attempt. 


The miracles which Jeſus afterwards 
performed, were of a nature very dif- 
ferent from this, and had always a 
beneficial and uſeful tendency. They 
were not wrought merely to excite 
aſtoniſhment in the ſpectators, or to 
aggrandize his own character. They 
were not wanton diſplays of an extra- 
ordinary power. 
But 


dei 


But the Son of God was incapable 
of harbouring an imagination ſo un- | 
worthy of his character. As ſoon as | 
it aroſe, he diſmiſſed the thought, and 
preſerved his wiſdom and his ' piety = 
untainted. He better knew the pur- | 
poſe for, which he was divinely com- 
miſſioned. He never needleſsly thruſt | 
himſelf into danger, that by a miracle l 
God ſhould preſerve him from * | 
a or hurt. 


This was the ſecond temptation, 
which is thus deſcribed by the Evan- 4 
geliſt. And the devil taketh him up into | 
the holy city, and ſetteth bim on a pinnacle 
of the temple ; or in his own thoughts 
he might imagine himſelf in the city, 
and ſtanding on the higheſt battlements 
of the temple. When he was on that 

ſtupendous 
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ſtupendous height, in the preſence of 
a vaſt concourſe of people below, he 
faith to him, I thou be the Son of God, 
as the heavenly voice ſeemed to declare, 
caſt thyſelf down from hence. To ſuch 
a thought he might be tempted, not 
only by conſidering the mighty power 
with which he was indued, but by 
this paſſage 'of Scripture recurring to 
his thoughts: He ſhall give his angels 
charge concerning thee, and in their hands 
they ſhall bear thee up, leſt at any time 


thou ſhalt daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone. 


No ſooner was it formed, but Jeſus 
rejected the unworthy ſuggeſtion. It 
was not in 'his power to prevent the 
intruding thought ſpringing up in his 
mind: but what was in his power 
he did, by immediately diſcarding it. 


He, 
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He alſo ſilenced the inſinuating plea, 
by the remembrance of another paſſage 
of ſacred Scripture, where it is written, 
Thou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
The expreſſion ſignifies, thou ſhalt not 
prove the Lord, either by acting other- 
wiſe than he has appointed, or by re- 
quiring proofs of his power and ve- 
racity, after ſuch as are ſufficient have 
already been given. Thou ſhalt not 
put his goodneſs, and the care of his 
providence, to the utmoſt proof and 
trial, preſuming upon it to uphold and 
preſerve thee in bold, dangerous, and 


unneceſſary enterprizes. 


This paſſage is quoted from Deut. 
vi. 16. and there appears a peculiar 


propriety in its application. It re- 


fers to the Iſraelites murmuring in the 
wilderneſs 
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wilderneſs: againſt Moſes for want of 
water. To whom Moſes replied, Why 
do ye tempt the Lord? Why do you 
diſtruſt and call in queſtion his power 
and goodneſs, and require farther ſigns 
and proofs of them, after the evidences 
which he hath given? Thou ſbalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God. 


Thus hath our Saviour ſhewn, that 
he would not employ his power of 
working miracles, in a ſubſerviency to 
his own fancy and imagined glory, but 
to anſwer beneficial and important pur- 
poſes to mankind. Thus are we in- 
ſtructed by him, not to apply general 
and conditional promiſes in Scripture, 
as if they were abſolute and particular. 
We are farther taught by him, that no 


man ſhould throw himſelf unneceſſarily 
into 
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into danger, merely to try whether 
Providence will protect him or not. 
We may from hence learn, that we 
may rely upon God to keep us in all 
dangers, into which we are led by his 
providence ; but that no man ought to 
tempt God, by running wilfully any 


preſumptuous hazards. After the evi- 


dences God has given of his providen- 
tial regard for thoſe who ſerve him, let 
us not be continually diſtruſting his 
goodneſs and veracity, and calling for 
freſh proofs and ſtronger affurances ; 
this is tempting of God; being diſ- 
fatisfied with what he hath done, and 
queſtioning his future care and power. 


The third and laſt temptation that 
offered itſelf to our Lord, was the 
aſpiring- after worldly power, glory, 


and 
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and intereſt, inſtead. of ſupporting that 
moral, benevolent, and ſelf-abaſing de- 
fign, for which he was ſent into the 
world. If we attend to the citcum- 
ſtances in which. Jeſus then was, we may 
readily conceive in what manner ſach an 
imagination might ariſc in the thoughts 
of his heart. When he was: baptized, 
lo the heavens were opened unto him; and 
there came à voice from heaven, ſaying, 
This is. my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
phaſed. ' In conſequence of this he 
found himſelf full of all the gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and poſſeſſed of a 
power by which he was able to ſubdue 
all oppoſition and authority, and bring 
every power into captivity and obedi- 


ence to himſelf. 


The unattended, forſaken and diſ- 


conſolate condition, wherein he was in 
the 
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the wilderneſs, and the mean appear» 
ance he had ever made in the world, 
might lead to an imagination of thus 
employing the power he had received 
from God. Nor can the moſt tranſient 
ſurmiſe of ſuch a thought be con- 
ſidered as evil, or as caſting the leaſt 
blemiſh on our Saviour's moſt perfect 
character. It is only giving him an 
opportunity of exerciſing more exalted 
virtue, and ſhining with brighter luſtre. 
That character is worthy of double 
honour, which reſiſts the ſtrongeſt 
temptations; and like gold, comes out 
of the furnace purified and refined. 


Riches, honour, and power, are, to 
the children of men, the greateſt of all 
temptations. But they had no influence 
upon him, who bore the character of 
the 
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the Son of God. He preferred the 
ſeemingly mean and ignoble work of 
being a preacher of righteouſneſs, and 
a guide in the way of truth, to all the 
pomp of worldly grandeur, and the in- 
dulgences of luxury. With diſdain and 
abhorrence he rejected the vile and im- 
pious ſuggeſtion. In this he appeared an 
illuſtrious, and almoſt ſingular example 
of meekneſs, humility, and lowlineſs of 
mind; ſeeking not his own glory, but 
the glory of bim that ſent bim. The 
thought, captivating as it might be to 
human pride, met not from him with 
the leaſt entertainment ; and though it 
was the moſt alluring, was ſpurned 
with indignation. A ſupreme reverence 
and affection to the will and ſervice of 
God prevailed over every other purpoſe, 
and kept him ſteadfaſt and immoveable 
in 
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in the obedience, which he owed to 
him, and him alone. He ſuffered no- 
thing to come in competition with 
this. To him all the kingdoms and 
glory of this world were as nothing, 
and Ieſt than nothing, and vanity ; eſpe- 
cially when to purchaſe them, ſome- 
thing muſt be done derogatory to the 
honour of God, and that worſhip and 
obedience which is his ſole due, The 
appointment and authority of God 
were, with him, always unrivalled. 
From the beginning of his life it ap- 
pears, that he ſought not the honour 
that cometh from man, but that which 
cometh from God only. A life of in- 
tegrity and goodneſs, ſpent in the ſervice 
of God, and for the ſalvation of man, 
though attended with many ſorrows and 
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ſufferings, was to him greater riches 
than all the treaſures of the earth. 


The hiſtory of this temptation runs 
thus: — Again the devil taketh bim up 
into an exceeding high mountain, and in 
a moment of time ſheweth him all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
them; and” ſaith unto him, All theft 
things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
down and worſhip me. 


In his imagination he aſcerided at 
eminence, from whence he beheld this 
tempting proſpect, and thought of the 
means by which he might make them 
all his own. If Jeſus could have been 
ſwayed by ambitious views, the love of 
domination, and the pride of life; and 
would have exerted the great power with 
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which he was inveſted for acquiring 
theſe; all human force muſt have fallen 
before him, whom even the winds and 
the waves of the ſea obeyed. 


But this he knew was deviating from 
the purpoſe and deſign of God, and 
ſetting up his own will and a falſe 
glory, in oppoſition to his heavenly 
Father, to whom all ſhould be obedient. 


He knew that no one could ſerve two 


ſuch maſters; no one could ſerve God 
and mammon. With a proper warmth 
of indignation he diſmiſſed the thought, 
ſaying, Get thee behind me, Satan; far 
be any ſuch purpoſe or thought from 
me: hereby expreſſing both a deteſta- 
tion of the propoſal, and a ſuperiority 
over the thought. Never let me in- 
dulge the moſt diſtant idea of any ſuch 
ching: for it is written, Thou ſhalt 
G 2 worſhip 
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worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only 1 % 
ſhalt thou ſerve. Thus again he called 1 
in to his aid, the inſtructions of the Fath 
0 divine law, and recollected a truth 
| which is of an eternal nature, and = 
obligatory on all intelligent creatures t 
God's right to our ſupreme regard and 3 
conſtant ſervices, is indiſputable and 1 
invariable. A 
Thus by our Saviour's example and 4 
precept, in the time of trial, we ar: leit 
taught to prefer before all things the 12 5 
ſervice of God, and the purity of tru: _ 
religion, Compared with them, ever 80 
worldly conſideration is to be relin- N 
quiſhed and deſpiſed. The gain of the as; 


whole world, was it poſſible, is to be ind di 


rejected, rather than willingly mak 
ſhipwreck of faith and a good con- 


feience. Thus may we learn of Chriſt 
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to be meek and lowly in heart, and to 
deſpiſe that love of the world, which 
is inconſiſtent with the love of the 
Father. 


From what has been ſaid, we ſee 
how this part of ſcripture may rationally 
be explained, without ſuppoſing any 
perſonal intercourſe between our Lord 
and Satan ; or that it was in the power 
of this ſpirit of wickedneſs, to waft 
Jeſus through the air as he pleaſed ; or 
that he ſhould propoſe to him, to re- 
nounce the true worſhip of God, and 
fall down and adore him. The whole 
appears greatly to the honour of our 
Lord's character ; and may be of great uſe 
to his diſciples in ſupporting their faith 
and direQting their conduct. Many ob- 
jections, of great force and weight, 
againſt this part of the ſacred hiſtory, 

G 3 when 
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when underſtood in a literal ſenſe, are 
by this interpretation removed; and the 
whole reconciled to reaſon and pro- 
priety. At the ſame time all the practical 
and beneficial inferences from it are 
preſerved. We ſee whence our greatelt 
dangers and temptations ariſe, and are 
taught by our Saviour's example how 
we are to reſiſt and conquer them: 
Let us go and do kkewiſe. Then ſhall 
we paſs through the wilderneſs of this 
world, as our Saviour did through that 
near Jordan, with ſafety and with 
honour. And when Chrift who is our 
life ſhall appear hereafter, then ſhall we 
alſo appear with him in glory, and be 
conducted into the poſſeſſion of life and 
bleſſedneſs eternal. Which God of his 


infinite mercy grant. 
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ALMIGHTY and moſt merciful God, 
who didft ſend thy well- beloved Son into 
this world; not only to ſuffer and die for 
us, but alſo to leave us an example that 
we might follow. his ſteps! enable us to 
imitate} fo fair, ſo exalted, and divine 
2 character. May we imitate his piety and 
devotion to thee our heavenly Father, eſteem- 
ing it our meat and drink to do thy will. 
May no temptation ever prevail with us to 
neglect or refuſe that worſhip and obedience 
which is due to thee alone. — May this 
ſentiment be ever preſent to our minds, 
Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him 
only ſhalt thou ſerve. May the conſideration 
of thy univerſal - providence, and kind 
attention to the welfare and happineſs of 
all thy creatures, and the recollection of thy 

G 4 paſt 
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paſt goodneſs to ourſelves, engage us, a 
it did our gracious Redeemer, at all time: 
cheerfully to put our truſt and confidence 
in thee, for the ſupply of all our want, 
and for the removal or happy termination 
of all our calamities and afflictions. My 
neither riches, honours nor ambition ever 
cauſe us to defert our duty, or do thok 
things which our conſciences diſapprove, 
or are contrary to the precepts of our holy 
religion. Looking unto Jeſus, the author 
and the finiſher of our faith, may we be 
ſteadfaſt and immoveable in the practice d 
pure and undefiled religion, ſo that here. 
after we may be admitted to thoſe manſion 
of pure and unmixed felicity, which ou 
Saviour is gone before to prepare for all 
thoſe that ſincerely love. and faithfully obey 
thee. NA 
Our Father, which art in heaven, &c. 


SERMON 


co 


SERMON IV. 


ON BROTHERLY LOVE. 


PSALM cxxxiii. 1. 


Behold how ' good and how pleaſant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity. 


thus will every one ſpeak,” who 
conſiders the amiableneſs and excellency 
of a meek and quiet ſpirit, and the 
innumerable felicities that are ſpread 
through the world, by the cultivation 
of amity and peace. In the larger 
community of mankind, the miſchiefs 
ariſing 


us ſpoke the Pſalmiſt; and 
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ariſing from enmity, ſtrife, and vari- 
ance, may not ſtrike us ſo forcibly, or 


appear ſo deſtructive. If we confine 


our views to the leſſer ſocieties, into 
which mankind are divided; the odiouſ- 
neſs of a ſpirit of diſcord and diſſenſion 
will appear more conſpicuous, and its 
conſequences more fatal. Every Ring- 
dom divided againſt itſelf, is brought to 
deſolation; and every city or bouſe divided 
againſt itſelf; ſpall not fand. 


On the contrary, behold how good and 
haw pleaſant a thing it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity How com- 
fortably do all concerns between them 
go on! With what advantage are all 
domeſtic affairs conducted! How are 
their mutual cares alleviated, and their 
troubles diminiſhed! How are their 

| minds 


* 
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minds mutually refreſhed,” and their 
lives ſolaced, by the agreeable inter- 
courſes of converſation, and the ſweet 
fellowſhip of © reciprocal good will! 
Undiſſembled love actuates every breaſt; 
the tendereſt ſympathy of affection 
reigns in every heart; the kindeſt offices 
of friendſhip are their continual delight; 
the law of ;kindneſs dwells on their 
lips; - cheerfulneſs: adorns their coun- 
tenance; | contentment. appears in all 
their ways. 


Peace. gives a reliſh to all other 
temporal enjoyments, which loſe their 
worth when mingled with the bitter- 
neſs of ſtrife. It makes ſociety, and 
family connections, to be the moſt de- 
ſirable bleſſing mankind can know on 
earth. It gives life quite another aſpect, 
than 
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than it would otherwiſe have, and adds 
to its duration, as well as happineſs. 
The anſwer to the enquiry, What man 
it be that defireth life, and loveth many 
days that he may ſee good ? is this: Let 
bim depart from evil, and do good; let 
bim ſeek peace, and purſue it. It tranſ- 


forms men into the temper of heaven, 
and the image of God. In the celeſtial 


manſions there is nothing that offends 
or diſturbs. All there is harmony and 
love, mutual complacency and delight. 
Bleſſed are the lovers and makers of 
peace, for they ſhall be called the children 
of God, who is not the author of con- 
fuſion, - but of order; the father of 


mercy, and the God of peace. 


But is that unity, peace and brotherly 
love, which is ſo good and pleaſant to 
behold, 
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behold, to be confined within our own 
walls? Or does it not relate to the 
various ſocieties of mankind, and the 
ſeveral diſtinct relations in which they 
ſtand to each other? Concerning this 
lovely grace I am ſatisfied we cannot 
entertain ſo narrow and contracted an 
idea as to imagine it refers only to 
thoſe, who dwell together in the ſame 
houſe. Beginning with that harmony 
and peace, which ſhould ſubſiſt in every 
individual family, we will thence ex- 
tend it to our relations, neighbours, 
and acquaintance, and all with whom 
we have any intercourſe ; till we com- 
prehend the enlarged ſociety of chriſ- 
tians, and the greater community of 
mankind. 


Behold, how good and pleaſant it is 
for thoſe to live together in unity, love, 


and 


1 — » — — ä — — — 2 
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and concord, who dwell together in 


the ſame houſe, and are engaged by the 
cloſeſt ties of family connection. To 
preſerve family peace and love, ought 
to be the ſtudious endeavour of its 
ſeveral members. Next to the common 


bleſſings of life needful for its ſupport, 


this of all' other things is the moſt 


deſirable and neceſſary. To live in peace 
and quietneſs in our own families, is a 
thing eſſentially neceſſary to the comfort 
of ſocial life. Without this, it is abſo- 


lutely impoſſible any real bliſs can be 


enjoyed, however liberally the bounties 


of Providence may be poſſeſſed. Better 
is a little, with the fear of the Lord; 
than great treaſure, and trouble therewith. 
— Better is a dinner of herbs, where love 
is; than a ſtalled ox, and hatred therewith. 
— Better is a dry morſel, and quietneſs 

| | © therewith , 
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therewith ; than'a houſe full Y feerifices, 
with ſtrife. 


Where there is not peace and agree- 
ment in the houſe, and amity and kind 
affection between the ſeveral members 
of a family it is not likely there will 
be much ſatisfaction and comfort to be 
found in any one boſom. They who 
ſuffer peeviſh and-iraſcible paſſions to 
throw a family into diſtraction, ſhew 
little regard to the enjoyment of their 
own lives, or that of others. When 
quarrels and diſcords prevail, between 
thoſe 'who ſhould be of one heart and 
of one ſoul, farewell in that houſe to 
every thing lovely and gracious. Where 
any can with repeated pleaſure gratify 
their own pride, by rioting in an arbi- 
trary and paſſionate dominion, humanity 

itſelf 
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itſelf muſt be trampled under foot, and 
both virtue and religion thereby be- 


come ſufferers. 


There can ſcarcely be a more dif- 
agreeable ſubje& to enlarge upon, than 
domeſtic feuds 'and quarrels. Yet as 
they moſt deeply wound the felicity of 
human life, are moſt injurious to re- 
ligion, in the heads of families ; and 
as they are likely to do more harm to 
the minds of children, than will be 
equivalent to the good produced by 
pious inſtructions at other times; for 


theſe reaſons, coming ſo directly in our 
way they have thus far been taken 


Os 


notice of. 


Behold how good and pleaſant a thing 
it is, for brethren and kindred accord- 


ing 
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ing to the fleſh, to live in unity and 
love.— It hath in all countries been 
expected, that they who are ſo nearly 
connected by nature and blood, ſhould 
cultivate a ſpirit of good-will towards 
each other, and with harmonized 
affections live together in peace and 
friendſhip. The ties of affinity were 
certainly deſigned, by the common 
Parent of the univerſe, to be productive 
of much kindneſs amongſt his offspring, 
and to be the ſource of mutual harmony, 
and endearing affection. There ſhould 
be a community of intereſt, and a 
ſympathy of heart, between thoſe, who 
are as it were fleſh of one fleſh, and 

bone of one bone. 
The principles of benevolence and 
love, which are implanted in every 
H breaſt, 
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breaſt, and from which the pureſtfelici- 
ties of life proceed, operate more ſtrongly 
within the narrow ſphere of a family 
and relations, than in the larger circle 
of mankind. The reaſon of which 
is plain. No one's abilities can extend 
to the wants of all mankind; we are 
better acquainted with the heceſſities 
of relations, with whom we have fre- 
quent intercourſe. In this caſe, every 
one in his diſtreſs and affliction, better 
knows where to apply for pity and 
relief, than if he was left to the charity 
of the world at large. A tmultiplicity 
of objects, with equal. claims, would 
often diſtract the mind of the charitable; 
and give to others, a pretence to neglect 
them all. 


Brotherly affection, is ſuppoſed always 
to ſubſiſt among theſe, who ſtand in 
this 


ys 
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this near relation to one another ; and 
to be the cement of mutual endearment 
and friendſhip. The charities of fa- 
ther, ſon, and brother, ſhould be 
venerated and regarded by all. Where 
two objects ſolicit our compaſſion and 


aſſiſtance, the ties of relationſhip direct 


where, in the diſpoſal of our charity, 
the preference. ought to be given ; 
except that preference hath been for- 
feited by ungrateful and unworthy 


conduct. This ſhews that brethren 
ſhould ell together in unity. 


Let us extend our view from the 


particular families of the earth, and 
take in the neighbourhood in which 
we dwell, and all our fellow-chriſtians, 
with whom -we have any intercourſe. 
Bebold, how good and pleaſant it is, for 

H 2 thoſe 
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thoſe who are children of the ſame Father 


in heaven, and brethren in Chriſt, to live 


in peace, unity, and charity. What 
can be more diſagreeable, than to ſee 
trifling differences ſet the hearts of 
neighbours one * againſt another? to 
have all friendly correſpondence between 
them at an end? to ſee them-ſtudying 


each other's vexation and injury, and 
ſtriving more and more to exaſperat 
one another's paſſions? By this mean: 
more pleaſure is taken in gratifying 
perſonal reſentment, than in acts « 
kindneſs, or being friendly and ſervice- 
able to each other. Becauſe perſons in 
the ſame neighbourhood cannot think 


alike in ſome particulars, 1s this a rea- 


ſon why all friendly intercourſe ſhoul 
ceaſe, and that they ſhould treat on: nion, 
another with all the malignity of ran-W friend 


cour and hatred ? 
The 
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The whole ſtrain of the New 
Teſtament ſhews, that it was the deſire 
of Jeſus and his Apoſtles, that all who 
embraced the chriſtian profeſſion, ſhould 
be patterns of virtue in this reſpect. 
Though they were intermingled in 
ſociety; with Jews and idolaters, who 
greatly oppoſed, hated, and perſecuted 
them, yet they were by a ſuitable con- 
duct to ſnew that they were animated by 
the kindeſt diſpoſitions. By the exerciſe 
of general benevolence and love, they 
were to evidence that it is one great 
deſign of chriſtianity to cultivate and 
improve theſe good affections. How 
much more incumbent then muſt it be 
upon chriſtians, though there may be 
ſome variations amongſt them in opi- 
nion, and modes of worſhip, to be 
friendly and peaceable in their conduct 
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to one another, who are not only bre. 
thren in nature, but alſo brethren in 
Chriſt! How imperfectly ate they in- 
ſtructed in the doctrine of Jeſus; who 
have not learned to forbear one another 
in love, and to keep the unity of the ſpirit 
in the bond of peace! Perſons of 
violent and bigotted principles and 
paſhons, who will not ſuffer thoſe who 
differ from them in opinion to live 


quietly, and who are continually fo. 
menting quarrels and diviſions between 
neighbours, are as bad chriſtians as 
they are bad members of ſociety. They 
deſerve at once our pity, our contempt, 


and our cenſure. 


If any in the miniſterial office are of 
this temper and character, they are 
worthy of double blame ; for they 

ought 
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ought to know and practiſe better. 
They ſhould be lovers and preachers 
of peace, and love and charity, in meek- 
neſs inſtructing thoſe who hear them. 
They ſhould endeayour to correct the 
prejudices, to moderate the paſſions, 
to calm the reſentments, and properly 
direct the zeal of their fellow-chriſ- 
tians ; that they may diffuſe one 
general ſpirit of benignity and concord, 
forbearance and love, amongſt all that 
call on the name of the Lord Jeſus. 
But if inſtead of this, carried away by 
an ignorant, intemperate, and unrighte- 


ous zeal, they raiſe animoſities, encou- 


tage diſputes, perpetuate variances, and 


whet men's angry ſpirits againſt each 
other, there is no character and office 
they leſs deſerve, than that which they 
aſſume, of being preachers of the Goſpel 


of peace. 
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Let us carry our view one ſtep far 
ther, and confider how good and 
pleaſant a thing it is, for the whole 
human race, whom God hath made of 
one blood, to live in peace and unity. 


To promote peace on earth, and 
good will amongſt men, is the deſign 
and honour of the Goſpel. It permits 
no narrow party intereſts to contract 
the beſt affections of our nature. It is 
not only to the houſehold of faith that 
we are to do good, but, as we have 
opportunity, unto all men. The ſpirit 
of chriſtian love is of this wide extent, 
and comprehends within its ſcope uni- 
verſal benevolence. It ſpeaks to us as 
partakers of the ſame common nature, 
as members of the great community of 


mankind, as ſubject to the ſame paſſions 
and 
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and wants, and as ſtanding in need of 
each other's compaſſion and aſſiſtance. 


According to our Saviour's interpre- 
tation of the precept, Thou ſhalt love 
thy neighbour, every man with whom 
we have any concern, and to whom we 
can be uſeful, is to be conſidered as 
the neighbour, whom we ſhould love 
as ourſelves. - The Apoſtle's exhorta- 
tion is, Fit be poſſible, as much as lieth 
in you, live peaceably with all men. 
Which words (by the way) ſuppoſe that 
in ſome caſes it cannot be done, and is 
not therefore required. All open acts of 
violence and injuſtice may, conſiſtently 
with the higheſt regard to religion, be 
reſiſted. They who are the authors of 
injury, are anſwerable for the offence ; 
and not they who in a wiſe and equitable 


way, 
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way, guard themſelves againſt it. Thus 
we may do all that the Goſpel requires 
to preſerve peace, without ſuffering 
ourſelves to be trampled upon by pride 
or by oppreſſion. 


To excite our diligent and conſtant 
endeavours after this unity and peace, 
1 would repreſent more particularly 
how; good and pleaſant a thing it 1s, 


Were we to conſider. every bleſſing 
and felicity cither of a ſocial or domeſtic 
nature, that can fall to the lot of 
mankind in this world, we may truly 
ſay they all flow from this amiable 
ſpirit as their ſpring, and that without 
it they can never be enjoyed. If a man 
is of a turbulent, litigious, uneaſy, re- 
vengeful temper, what happineſs, or 

comfort, 
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comfort; or peace of mind can he ever 


hope to enjoy? If he is continually I 
diſturbing; vexing and injuring his li 
neighbours, and continually receiving 1 
from them in return, injuries, affronts, | 
and moleſtations ; how wretched and | 1 
miſerable muſt his life be! And if all 


the world were of this diſpoſition, what 
an execrable habitation would it then 1 
be ! How well then might that be ſaid | 


of every one, which was” ſaid of one 1 
fon of perdition, Ir had bern better | [1 
for him he had never been born ! | | 


On the contrary, if every one was | j 
to defire and endeavour to live in peace, 
and to cultivate and cheriſh in his 
breaſt thoſe diſpoſitions and affections 


that make for peace, would not the 


happineſs of the world be very great ? 
greater _ 
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greater. than ever yet hath. been ex- 
perienced, greater almoſt than can now 
be'exprefſed ? Many of the ſevereſt ca- 
lamities and miſeries that now infeſt 
the world, would never have been 
known or heard of. For more and 
worſe evils ariſe from the injuriouſneſs 
of men to each other, than ever come 
to them in the courſe of providence. 
When the perfection of human happi- 
neſs is deſcribed, it is by the intro- 
duction of univerſal peace and good- 
will. The nations ſhall beat their fwords 
into plow ſhares, and their ſpears into 
pruning boots. The lion and the lamb 
ſhall feed and lie down together, and they 
ſhall not hurt or deſtroy in all God's holy 


mountain. 


By living in peace, friendſhip, and 
love with each other, men would be 
much 
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much more comfortable in their fami- 
lies, thar without this it is ever to be 
expected they will be. That unity, 
love, and cordial affection ſhould always 
ſubſiſt between the members of a family, 
which will make it a calm and peace- 
ful retreat from the diſcontents and 
diſtractions they may meet with in the 
world at large. Such a conduct would 
contribute greatly to the comfort of 
all the members of it, and add a very 
peculiar reliſh to all their enjoyments. 
It would alleviate their afflictions and 
their cares, and even make thoſe toils 

eaſy, which might otherwiſe be looked 
upon as inſupportable. The mutual 
ſympathy and tenderneſs which they 
expreſs towards one another, would be 
as balm poured into a wound, or as oil 
of gladneſs to refreſh the heart. No- 
thing 
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thing can be more unhappy, than for 
a houſe to be divided againſt itſelf: 
every thing delectable muſt be baniſhed 
thence. What ſatisfaction can a man 


expect to have, when his foes are thoſe 
of his own houſehold ?. 


If diſagreements and quarrels ariſe 
between him and a neighbour, or 2 
ſtranger, any farther intercourſe be- 
tween them may perhaps eaſily be 
avoided, | But a man cannot eafily 
withdraw himſelf from thoſe of his 
own family. The troubles and vexations 
he meets with from others, may be 
- doubly compenſated by the ſoothing 
careſſes and affectionate kindneſs of his 
neareſt relatives and deareſt friends ; 
but when all is tumult and diſtraction 
at home, where ſhall he fly for refuge ? 


where find a place of reſt ? 
It 


char 
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It is not eaſy to ſay how great an 
addition a peaceful, kind and obliging 
behaviour will make to the happineſs 
of private families. Every one muſt 
confeſs that the ſweeteſt joys of life, 
are thoſe of a domeſtic nature. Here 


is true enjoyment, real felicity, no 
forced ſmiles, no affected gaiety. The 
pleaſure arifing hence is great, the 
advantage unſpeakable. Were they on 
whom it principally depends determined 
to pleaſe, and to be eaſily pleaſed, their 
bliſs, as far as it ſprings from family 
connections, would be greater than can 
be expreſſed by words. 


The temper and conduct which hath 
been recommended, is that alone by 
which we ſhall live worthy of our 
character as the children of God, and 


- the 
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the | diſciples of Jeſus: Chriſt. The 
God whom we worſhip, is the God of 
love and peace, abounding in the moſt 
generous expreſſions of kindneſs to- 
wards the children of men. The 
Goſpel we profeſs, is a conſtitution of 
grace and mercy, manifeſting the greateſt 
-20d-will towards us. The temper 
which it requires from. every one, is 
that of benevolence and charity, com- 
paſſion, peace. and friendſhip. The 
examples which it recommends to our 
imitation, are thoſe in which the moſt 


amiable diſpoſitions prevail, wherein 


kindneſs and love govern their whole 
conduct, and from whoſe breaſts every 
thing troubleſome and contentious, 


paſſionate and revengeful, is baniſhed. 


A meek and quiet ſpirit is particularly 


recommended as of great price in the 
ſight 
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ſight of God, and what therefore muſt 
be the temper of his children and 
acceptable ſervants. The wiſdom which 
is from above it pure and peacenble ; 
gentle, eaſy to be entreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits. For the wrath of man 
worketh not the righteouſneſs of God ; 


but the fruit of righteouſneſs is ſown in 


peace of them that make peace. 


This is to act conſiſtently with our 
character and relation as brethren, 
children of the fame common parent, 
united by the ſacred bonds of one 
common and everlaſting intereſt. This 
is to walk worthy of our holy vocation 
25 the diſciples of Chriſt, and heirs and 
expectants of the ſame glorious immor- 
tality. Nothing but this temper of 
love and concord can make religion 
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flouriſh, and human ſociety a bleſſing. 
This will ſooth the rugged paths of 
life, and be a great alleviation under the 
neceſſary evils of this mortal ſtate. 


If, inſtead of irritating and envying 
one another, chriſtians were to bear 
one another's burdens and ſo fulfil the 
law of Cbriſt; how much happier 
would this world be, than now it is 
Of how little importance are the ſeveral 
things wherein we differ from each 
other in opinion, compared with the 
weighty matters of the law wherein the 
various. ſeats and parties of. chriſtians 
are agreed! How little would the 
happineſs of the world be promoted by 
an entire uniformity and agreement in 
theſe leſſer matters, compared with 
what it might be by the univerſal pre- 


_ valence 


valenc 
conde: 
of thi 
their 
aſcribe 
ſeries 


ſo wid 


the ch 


Wh 
tians 
paſſion 
and of 
the tin 
will re 
ful diſſ 
ceived 
When 


bear 401 


very oi 


SERMON IV. 115 


valence of mutual love, forbearance and 
condeſcenſion ! It is to the alienation 
of their hearts from each other, and 
their want of charity, that we are to 
aſcribe the various miſchiefs and mi- 


ſeries which have ſo long continued, 


ſo widely ſpread, and fo cruelly harraſſed 


the chriſtian world. 


When will the time come that chriſ- 
tians will lay a reſtraint upon their 
paſhons, and be careful not to moleſt 
and offend one another? When will 
the time come that different churches 
will receive one another, not to doubt- 
ful diſputations, but as Chriſt hath re- 
ceived us all, to the glory of God? 
When will it be that he ffrong will 
bear with the infirmities of the weak, and 
very one pleaſe his neighbour for his good 
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to edification? When will it be that 
he who eateth, and he who eateth not, 
will ceaſe to deſpiſe and judge one 
another; and that he who regardeth 
the day, and he who regardeth it not, 
ſhall with the ſame ſpirit of piety and 
love give thanks to the Lord? 


Had the ſpirit I am recommending 
been always properly cultivated, in- 
numerable miſchiefs in the chriſtian 
world would have been prevented, and 
the happineſs of our own nation in 
particular greatly promoted. Then 
that might in every age be ſaid of the 
diſciples of Chriſt: which was ſaid in 
the firſt, Behold theſe chriſtians, how 
they love one another! We ſhould 
not then ſpeak of it as a thing ex- 
traordinary and wonderful, Behold, how 

good 
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good and hom pleaſant a thing it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity ! 


Now may the God of patience and 
conſolation, the lover of peace and 
author of concord, grant you to be like 
minded and affected one towards another, 
after the example of Jeſus Chriſt, that 


ye may with one mind and one mouth, 


glorify God even the Father of our Lord 
Yeſus Chrif. 
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MAN IGNORANT WHAT EVENTS CONDUCE 
MOST TO HIS TRUEST HAPPINESS, 


ECCLESIASTES vi. 12. 


For who knoweth what is good for a man 
in this life, all the days of his vain liſe 
which he ſpendeth as a ſhadow ? 


HIS queſtion is not to be under- 

= ſtood, as implying in it any 
thing ſceptical or irreligious, as if there 
were not certain duties to be diſcharged, 
and certain affections to be cultivated, 
which are plainly and undeniably good 
for man. The great diſtinction to be 
I 4 made 
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made is this: we know what is good 
for us internally ; that is, in reſpe& to 
the ſtate and temper of the ſoul; but 
we know not what is ſo externally; | 
that is, reſpecting the ſtate of the body, 
its meaſure of health, or affliction, or 
as to worldly circumſtances and con- 
dition. 


The enquiry in the text is not to be 
ſo interpreted, as if it left us no cer- 
tainty about what we ought to purſue; 
but involved us, concerning the ſearch 
of our trueſt intereſt, in univerſal 
doubting. It is plain from the context, 
and from the general ſtrain of this wiſe 
and pious author, that no ſuch thing 
was intended by it. We know that 


it is conſtantly, and eternally good for 


man, to cheriſh in his ſoul all the 


principles 
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principles: of virtue, and that with the 
leſs deviation he lives under their 
influence, the leſs blameable will his 
conduct be in his own fight, and in 
the fight of God, angels, and men. 
We know that it is ever good for man, 
to believe in the exiſtence of God, the 
almighty creator of all things, and the 
gracious preſerver of mankind; good 
to love and venerate his tranſcendently 
great and excellent perfections; and to 
endeavour habitually to act, as under 
his influence, and in his preſence.— 
It muſt ever be good for man, to keep 
it continually in his thoughts, that he 
is daily, hourly, momentarily depend- 
ing upon God; and that all happineſs 
belonging to mind or body, is derived 
from him, and can be continued only 
by his gracious providence; which 
alſo 
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alſo may leſſen or increaſe them. It 
muſt alſo be good for man, invariably, 
and under all circumſtances, to obey 
the known will of his heavenly Father; 
and not only without prejudice or 
partiality, - but thankfully and gladly 
to receive the inſtruction of his word, 
and to obſerve it as a dutiful child 
with readineſs, and with delight; and 
never in oppoſition to it to encourage 
a froward temper, or vicious incli- 
nation. It is undoubtedly good for 
each of us, to yield ourſelves in holy 
obedience to the precepts of our divine 
Inſtructor; to be unſwervingly juft 
and honeſt in our dealings and tranſ- 
actions with men; and to do to others 
as we would expect them to do to us. 
It is good for us, and every man, to 
value the teſtimony of a good conſcience 
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more than gold good for us to buy 
the truth at any rate, but to ſell it 
afterwards at no price, and to keep 
every ſenſual and bodily appetite in 
ſubjection to the higher powers of 
reaſon and conſcience. 


Is there no certainty of our con- 
tinuing long in the poſſeſſion of the 
things of this world? It muſt then 
be our intereſt to look to ſomething 
beyond them, to ſee if tliere are not 
enjoyments better ſuited to our immor- 
tal part; and if there are, to purſue 
them as their importance deſerves. 


have ſaid this much to ſhew that we 
are not altogether in the dark with re- 
ſpect to internal good, or what is and 
ever will be ſo to the ſoul, let things in 
other 
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other reſpects be circumſtanced as they 
will. We Lord hath ſbewed thee 0 
man, in this reſpect, what is good, and 
what the Lord doth require of thee. The 
moſt uninformed; cannot be ſo ignorant 
as not to know, that it is good | for 
all men to do guſtly, to love mercy, and 
to walk. bunibly with their Gad. Theſe 
things are good works, and are un- 
doubtedly gaod and profitable unto men; 
they lead to preſent peace, and termi- 
nate in everlaſting felicity. 

i 1 100 K | 1393 | | 
I proceed to confider what the words 
of the text more directly point out, and 
that is in regard to external things, 
no man knows what is good for him. 
There are certain things which it is 
natural for mankind to conſider as 
enjoyments, and others which it is 


natural 
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natural for them univerfally to look 
upon as evil. Yet this natural and 
common opinion is often not right, 
if remote tendencies and conſequences 
are taken into the account. No man 
knows what is beſt for him, even in 
reſpe& to health, or worldly proſperity, 
or the continuance of life: neither does 
he know what degrees of caſe and ſuc- 
ceſs are beſt for himſelf, his friends, or 


his country. 


Conſidered in a moral and religious 
view, and in reference to another world, 
no man knows whether uninterrupted 
health is better for him, than if it was 
mixed with ſickneſs. 


Health is a natural bleſſing —it is 


the parent of a large family of comforts, 
and 
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and happy are thoſe who improve it to 
religious and valuable purpoſes. Moſt 
men would be ready to ſay, if we know 


not that health is good for us, we know 


not that any thing is ſo. What are 
all the external gifts of - Providence 
without it ? Taſteleſs and unpleaſant. 
It is health which gives cheerfulneſs 
to the ſun, verdure to the earth, bloſ- 
ſoms and fruits to the trees, beauty and 
colouring to the flowers, and enables 
man to walk amongſt them with de- 
light. — Health is the guardian of his 
freedom and liberty—it keeps him in 
a capacity of purſuing what is moſt 
defirable to him—of proſecuting buſi- 
neſs, viſiting friends, and pleaſing him- 


ſelf by various ways, both at home and 
abroad. Whereas the removal of it, 
is immediately an inactive languiſhing 
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of ſoul and body, generally attended 
with pain, which brings on confine- 
ment, and abridges that natural liberty 
of life which belongs to it in a good 
and ſound ſtate. 


All this is true; and yet we cannot 
ſay of any man living, that it is for 
his good, as a moral and immortal 
being, that he ſhould be always in 
health. This relates only to the wel- 
fare of the body, to which the welfare 
of the ſoul is a far ſuperior concern. 
So giddy and thoughtleſs are the 
paſſions of men, that we know the 
former frequently interferes and claſhes 
with the latter. While men are in 
full ſtrength, and free from afflictions, 
they are apt to be thoughtleſs of 
futurity, and to live in ſuch a manner, 


as 
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as unfits them for death, and its im. 
portant conſequences. Whereas on the 
other hand, threatening difeaſes are 
ſuch kind of providences, as fpeak 
very powerfully to all men. Their 
warnings come with great authority; 
with ſuch authority, that they will 
make ſerious and good impreſſions, after 
the counſel and advice of friends have 
long been offered in vain, It muſt 
indeed be acknowledged, afflictions 
themſelves do not always produce thoſe 
beneficial effects, that might reaſonably 
be expected from them. There are 
many who, in this reſpect, have been 
great ſufferers, whoſe tempers and moral 
diſpoſitions have not been improved to 
any good or valuable purpoſes. Nay, 
fome perhaps have by them become 
more hardened in their iniquitous 


practices. 
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practices. At the fame time jt muſt be 
acknowledged, numbers by theſe means 
haye been reſtored to the neglected and 
forſaken paths of wiſdom and duty. 
Among the ſeveral methods which our 
merciful Creator makes uſe of, for the 
moral improvement of his rational crea- 
tures,” there is reaſon to believe, thoſe 
of an afflictive nature are as frequently 
uſeful as any other whatever. While 
under the diſcipline of theſe means, 
many have firſt felt thoſe powerful con- 


victions of conſcience, and thoſe pious 


reſolutions excited, which were the 
happy beginnings of a religious and 
virtuous life, There is no reaſon to 
doubt but a certain ſhare of bodily 
afflictions, being inflicted upon man- 
kind, as the wiſe and gracious Author 
of providence ſees fit, is much better 

K for 
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for them, conſidering the deſtructide 
paths into which they are in danger 
of being hurried by their paſſions, than 
if they were permitted to live all theit 
time without pain, and undiſturbed: by 
any diſcaſes. Theſe, generally, rouze 


perſons of a religious diſpoſition, to 


greater activity and zeal, in the diſ- 
charge of their duty; and often mote 
ſtrongly convince them, than any thing 
elſe could do, of the folly of placing 
their happineſs AED _ We 
enjoyments. 


The uſe we ſhould make of what haz 
been ſaid concerning health and afflic- 


tions, is this, that as the firſt is de- 


ſirable by us, for. ourſelves, relatives, 


and friends; ſo we know the latter, 
if not defirable, are uſeful. And there- 
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fore what portion of the one, or the 
other, may be beſt for us, confideringour- 
ſelves as incompetent judges, we ſhould 
dutifully refer to God. This is cer- 
tainly the rational temper — this is 
acting the wiſe and good part. And 
there are many indiſputable arguments 
to recommend it. Health we may 
think particularly eligible, when it 
would peculiarly expoſe us to temp- 
tation—and we may be extremely ſo- 
licitous to remove an affliction which 
is ſent in mercy. 


Many and various are the bleflings 
conferred upon us by God, in this life. 
Among theſe, in common language 
we never number. afflictions ; yet when 
their moral and divine uſes are attended 
to, we may rationally attribute them 
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to the ſame God, who cauſes his ſun 
to thine upon us, and who ſupplies our 
returning wants by his indulgent pro- 
vidence. We are apt to be too carthly 
minded in our thoughts and views; 
theſe come to ſpiritualize our affections. 
We are prone to be too careleſs in 
health; theſe rouze, — Unadmoniſhed, 
we are ready to be forgetful of death; 
theſe remind us what we are, and what 
we ſhall ſhortly be. The ends they 
are calculated to anſwer, are thus ex- 
ceedingly valuable. If harſh and fever: 
means are thought eligible when the A 
body is in danger, and when no others ſo whe! 
likely to ſave it can be propoſed ; why man 
ſhould we complain of the affliction * 
of Providence, when we may be ſatis. paſſi 
fied, fully ſatisfied, they are deſigned to hath 
promote ſuch valuable purpoſes, Of 
this 
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this we may be aſſured upon ſcriptural 
authority, Heb. xii. 7. If ye endure 
chaſftening, God dealeth with you as with 
fon for what ſon is be whom the Father 
chaſteneth not? We are infinitely in- 
debted to God, when he timely rebukes 
us for our moral improvement: and 
we ſhould pray even that we might be 
exerciſed with afflictions, if needful, 
rather than ſuffered unwarned, unad- 
moniſhed, to purſue that conduct, 
which finally leadeth to everlaſting 


deſtruction. 


As to that ſtate or condition in the 
world which would be beſt for us, no 
man is a competent judge; becauſe he 
is attentive only to what ſtrikes his 
paſſions; and in ſuch a condition as 
hath many things eligible in it, he ſees 
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not its dangers; or if he doth, paſſeth 
them over in a very partial manner. 
Nay, it may be truly ſaid, that at 
a great diſtance, and when biafſed by 
his inclination another way, he cannot 
ſee things as they really are. This is 


the true reaſon, why men are apt fo 


childiſhly, and weakly, to think their 
own condition worſe than that of others; 
when oftentimes if they were allowed 
to make the exchange, they would be 
defirous in a ſhort time to take up their 
own burdens, and be glad to quit that 
ſituation, for which before they envied 
others. In reſpe& to riches, and the 
worldly advantages belonging to them ; 
many are ready to ſay in their hearts, 
Theſe muſt be good; —had we but as 
much of theſe as ſome perſons have, 
how delightfully ſhould we enjoy our- 

ſelves ! 
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ſelves! How generouſly would we 
relieve the poor, and how happy would 
we make our relations and friends about 
as! I doubt not there are ſome ſuch 
perſons, who in .affluent circumſtances 
would be public bleſſings. But I much 
queſtion whether there is one in the | 
whole world, who, if not content with 
what is ſufficient to ſupply the chief 
and principal wants of a virtuous life, 
would really be ſo, if he was poſſeſſed 
of a thouſand times more than he has; 
for this plain reaſon, that of imaginary 
wants, ſuch as pride and covetouſneſs 
ſuggeſt, there is no end. 


It muſt be allowed by moſt ſober and 
thinking perſons, that where there is 
a prevailing taſte for ſenſual pleaſures 
and licentiouſneſs, there is reaſon to 
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believe riches and honours, if conferred 
upon them, would be groſsly abuſed 
to the injury of the poſſeſſors: yet it is 
probable many of them would be ready 
to ſay, Would not theſe, if Providence 
were to commit them to us, be: 
bleſſing in our hands? To whon 
it might be ſaid in reply, they might, 
or they might not be ſo. If you wer 
never intruſted with theſe, you cannot 
tell how the ſnares and temptation 
which attend them might influence you, 
Can you ſay that with what you have 


received, you do the good that is eafily no 
| in your power to do? If not, how do in 
/ you know that a larger portion would it 
| hot alſo be abuſed ? in 
| ch: 

cir 


This is certain, that many who lived 


temperately before they came to the 
_ poſſeſſion 


N 
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poſſeſſion of an opulent fortune, have 
afterwards become debauchees ; that 
feveral who did not appear covetous in 
2 moderate ſtation, have certainly been 
fo upon a large increaſe of wealth ; 
that after ſuch acceſſions, there has 
commonly been obſerved an acceſſion 
of pride to attend them; and, to men- 
tion only one thing more, that a ſenſe 
of religion, which not only ſeemed to 
be, but was really cultivated, when in 
a lower condition, has, upon advancing 
to a higher one, been thrown aſide, as 
not genteel enough for their company 
in a more elevated rank. Notorious 
it is, that ſuch changes for the worſe 
in à religious ſenſe, have followed 
changes for the better, as to temporal 
circumſtances, If then it appears 


evident, 
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evident, that in point of temporal ad- 
vantages and honours, we know not 


what is beſt for us, we ought to reſt 
ſatisfied with the diſpoſing providence 
of the Divine Being. If we have not 


the riches and grandeur of this world, 


is this a reaſon why we ' ſhould not 
thankfully praiſe and love the gracious 
Author of our being, who has called 
us to virtue and to glory? All the 
boaſted” trophies and ſpoils of this 
world are ſoon ſnatched away. The 
glitter which is upon them, and the 
gaze of weak minds which they occa- 
ſion, are very deceitful and vain. They 
are nearly allied to intoxicating luxuries 
and pleaſures. It is no unuſual thing 
to ſee large eſtates ſacrificed to ; the 
gratification of particular luſts, to the 
luſt of gaming, the luſt of ambition, 
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or to ſome others of the moſt -perni- 
cious or hurtful kind. 


Theſe reflections ſhould induce us 
in our ſeveral fituations, to ſtudy re- [ | 
ligious contentment; to commit our T 
way unto the Lord, and to truſt in him; ! 
not doubting, but if we perſevere in | 
well doing, however we are circum- | 
ſtanced as to this world, he will finally | 1 
bring to paſs that which we wiſh, or 1 


ought the moſt to wiſh for, the conſum- 1 l 
mation of our felicity in a future ſtate. | | 
The paths of life, which exhibit the q | 
moſt pomp and ſplendour, are not the 1 
ſafeſt and eaſieſt to walk in, for thoſe 1 | 
who ſeek for an heavenly inheritance. 


Their ſparkling glitter confounds the 11 


fight of the ſoul, and betrays its judg- 
ment into numerous errors. 
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If we apply this obſervation to 
the conſideration of life itſelf, the 
prime of God's bleſſings to us in this 
world, it holds equally true. No 
man knows beforehand, what in thi 
reſpect is good for him; whether it 
be upon the whole better for him 
to live a longer or ſhorter time in thi: 
preſent ſtate of exiſtence. The love of 
life and felf-preſervation, is an inſtind 
ſo ſtrongly implanted in our natures, 
that nothing. can overcome it; unleſ 
reaſon is- di ſordered by the gloom f 
melancholy. Skin for ſer, yea all that 
a man batb, will be give for bis lift. 
Every man may lawfully and com- 
mendably defire life, and love many day: 
that he may fee good; and yet in this 


reſpect, he may not in all cafes chooſe 
that which is beſt for him, as to this 


world, 
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world, or the next. In the. courſe of 
providence, events may turn out ſo as 
to make him groan, being burdened 
with the weight of life, and the evils 
it brings. His riches may tale to tbem- 


ſelves wings and flee away, and poverty 
and want may come upon him, as a 


ſtrong man armed. His health may be 
waſted, and pain and ſickneſs make him 
full of toſſings to and fro night and 
day ; his friends may become unkind, 
his relations eſtranged from him, and 


his bittereſt enemies thoſe of his own 
houſe ;—temptations may invade and 
overpower his integrity ; vice and im- 
piety take poſſeſſion of the ſoul, in 
which religion and virtue once emi- 
nently flouriſhed : he who at one time 
did honour to his chriſtian profeſſion, 
and was not far from the kingdom of 

| heaven, 
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heaven,” may become a diſgrace to hy. 
manity itſelf, and a veſſel of wrath 
i | h fitted ' for deſtruction. Such unhappy 
reverſes there have frequently been; and 
9 no man can be certain, that none of 
If theſe _— may 25 pad to himſelf. 


This "Mews, that ok fond af- 
fection, and the principles of nature 
may prevent our ever chooſing death 
in an early period, for ourſelves, our 
relations, or our friends; yet it may 
come in great kindneſs, to prevent 
a long detail of miſeries and woes, 
which' unqueſtionably were foreſeen by 
the omniſcient Author of providence, 
though not by us. Mercy, grounded 
upon ſuch knowledge, may often give 
death his commiſſion. Thus the righ- 


teous are ſometimes taken away from 
the 
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the evil to come, and enter into peace; 
and at other times are continued in life, 
till with many ſorrows, their: grey 
hairs are brought unto the grave. 


Let us improve well the portion of 
time that is allotted us, and leave it, 
as after all our ſolicitude it muſt be 
left, to the all- diſpoſing providence of 
God, to determine when we ſhall be 
gathered to our fathers. | 


Thus as no man knows what ſhare 
of health, or fickneſs, of pain, or free- 
dom from it, would, all things con- 
ſidered, be beſt for him; ſo if he was 
to ſpend his life, in conſulting the 
wiſeſt men of all nations on this head, 
he would not find them able to give 


him any particular information, Juſtly 
they 
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they might ſay, This is to be learnt 
from the providence of God, as your 
lives move on, and in no other manner, 


If he was next to aſk what degree of 
worldly proſperity would be beſt for 
him ? they would be able only to re- 
ſolve him by the like general anſwer — 
God knows, but we know not. Or 
whether it would be beſt for him to 
live a few or many years ? in the ſame 
manner muſt they reply. 
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O Lox Gov, whoſe never failing pro- 
vidence ordereth all things both in heaven 
and in earth, and who art the author of 
every good and perfect gift; we ſubmit 
ourſelves to the diſpoſal of that wiſdom 
which cannot err, and to the care of that 
goodneſs which 1s unchangeable and ever- 
laſing. Lead us whither thou pleaſeſt ; 
place us in what circumſtances thou ſhalt 
judge proper: we would do thy whole will 
with fidelity and pleaſure; we would bear 
thy whole will with ſubmiſſion and pa- 
tience. Defend us, O gracious Father, 
from every real evil; confer upon us eyery 
needful good; may all events conſpire to 
the improvement and eſtabliſhment of our 

L virtue, 
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virtue, and may we be conducted by thine 
unerring hand, through all the changes of 


this mortal life, and finally admitted to the 8 

everlaſting habitations of the juſt, which 
thou haſt promiſed to thy faithful ſervants 

by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. n 
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ON THE SUPFRIOR IMPORTANCE OF IMPROVING 
THE MIND, TO ADORNING THE BODY, 


1 PETER iii. 3, 4. 


Whoſe adorning—let it be the hidden man 
of the heart, in that which is not 
corruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet ſpirit, which is in the 


fight of Gad of great price. 


HE inſpired author of this epiſtle 
endeavours, by the rules and di- 
retions interſperſed through it, to 
amend and refine the hearts of his 
readers by the moſt excellent and uſeful 
L 2 


religious 
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religious and moral inſtructions, for the 
wiſe conduct and regulation of their 
lives. WM 25H 


The great pains which he frequently 
had obſerved taken about external things, 
particularly in adorning the body and 
ſetting it forth to the greateſt advantage, 
by the ſtudied ornaments of apparel and 
dreſs, led St. Peter in this chapter to 
direct the attention of thoſe to whom 
he wrote, to things of an internal na- 
ture, that were more excellent and im- 
portant; that rather than the body, 
they might be excited to adorn the heart 
and temper. The former hath its value, 
and by regarding and beautifying it, we 
may-recommend ourſelves to the notice 
and affection of our fellow- creatures; 
but the latter is of much higher value, 
and by improving and ornamenting it 
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with the virtues of the chtiſtian life; 
we ſhall not only be approved of 'men, 
but ſecure the love and acteptanee of 
God. h | 


From this paſſage, in the firſt place 
we learn, that in regard to regulation 
and ornament, the greateſt pains ſhould 
be taken with the frame 'and temper 
of our minds. Far would I be from 
infinuating that our bodies ate un- 
worthy of our care and concern. No 
one who knows any thing of the world, 
or of human nature, can be ſo void 
of ſenſe as to imagine, that we ought 
not in reſpect to our outward appear- 
ance, to render ourſelves agreeable to 
them among whom we live. Too 
great a diſconformity from the modes 


and cuſtoms of the times and places 
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where we live, as to the article of dreſs 
and outward appearance, ſavours more 
of affectation and pride, than of hu- 
mility and good ſenſe. There is a 
neatneſs and cleanlineſs of apparel, that 
is proper and neceſſary to be regarded 
by all. There is alſo a richneſs and 
elegance of cloathing, that is becoming 
and commendable in thoſe whoſe ſitua- 
tion and circumſtances in life can eaſily 
afford it. Coarſe and mean attire, and 
a neglect of the art of dreſs, may be 
in them an error juſtly meriting con- 
demnation. Reaſon and religion equally 
allow, that there is a degree of reſpect 
which our bodies may juſtly claim, 
and a degree of ornament which may 
be beſtowed upon them, without any 
room for cenſure. Nothing in this 
diſcourſe is intended to be ſaid againſt 


any 
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any thing of this kind that is decent 
and becoming, ſuitable to a perſon's 
worldly condition, and within the 
hounds of modeſty; for this is by 
St. Paul allowed to thoſe - profeſing 
godlineſt, at the ' ſame time that he diſ- 
courages what is immodeſt, and betrays 
a vain and vicious mind. 


But to make the ornamenting our 
bodies a very principal concern, and to 
be perpetually employed this way, to 
the neglect of our minds; is to the 
laſt degree ridiculous, and the ſtrongeſt 
proof of a levity and weakneſs of under- 
ſtanding. It is to beſtow much pains 
and expence in paint and gilding, while 
we pay no regard to the ſtrength and 
ſtability of the building; or to have 
much in an edifice for ſhew, and little 


' * or 
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or nothing for uſe. They that are 
guilty of this folly, the inſpired author 
in this chapter addreſſes without any 
reſerve, and direts them to that moral 


culture, to that adorning of the temper, 


which will render them the moſt 
amiable in chriſtian ſocieties, and the 
greateſt ornament to the chriſtian world, 
Whoſe adorning—let it be the hidden man 
of the heart, that is, the temper” and 
diſpoſition of the mind. To this yout 
principal attention and care ſhould be 
directed, as this would make them 
truly amiable and lovely, reflect the 
greateſt luſtre and honour upon their 
character, and bring the higheſt credit 
and reputation to their religion. This 
is an adorning which will be fure to 
make every one poſſeſſed of it, eſteemed 
and beloved. While all others are 

mutable 
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mutable and tranfient, and derive their 
worth from imagination and fancy, the 
taſte of the time and the faſhion of the 
country, this adorning is in itſelf truly 
valuable, conti immutably the fame, 
and is equally adtirfred and loved, at all 
times and in all countries. 


While the adventitious ornaments of 
the body are not neglected, our prin- 
cipal concern ought to be to have our 
ſouls adotned and beautified with the 
graces of the chriſtian life. While we 
are allowed to keep our worldly affairs 
in good order, our thoughts ſhould be 
the moſt anxiouſly employed, about the 


regulation of our moral diſpoſitions.— 


On theſe, not only our character de- 
pends, but alſo in a great meaſure our 


felicity. The happineſs or miſery of 
life 
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life is not ſo much conſtituted, from 
what paſſes without, as what paſſes 
If the affections are in 2 
ſtate of diſtraction, external endow- 
ments will be of but little avail to 
make us happy in ourſelves, and ſtill 
leſs to render us agreeable and pleaſing 
to others, or to make us reſpected and 


within us. 


beloved. For, though for their on 
intereſt ſome may be found, who will 
flatter and ſubmit to our humours and 
paſſions, yet even theſe can never in- 
wardly approve and cordially love. 80 
that if we have any regard to the voice 
of wiſdom, it will direct us to be 
principally concerned, about the culti- 
vation of our underſtanding, and the 
government of our paſſions. For how 
inſignificant / the faireſt outward form, 


and the exacteſt decorum in dreſs, if 
the 
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the mind is left unimproved, and the 
inward features are diſtorted; if there 


is in the ſoul every thing unlovely and 
diſpleaſing? 


What is the material part of our 
nature, in compariſon with that which 
is immaterial and rational? It is the 
latter only that is, properly ſpeaking, 
capable of improvement, and whoſe 
figure and appearance in life depends 
upon. ourſelves, and may be raiſed to 
almoſt any degree of excellence. And 
ſurely we cannot help thinking that 
one great deſign of our being placed 
in this ſtate of trial, is to improve and 
better our own ſpirits. To have our 
breaſts inſpired with juſt ſentiments 
of religion and virtue; and to have 
our minds formed to ſobriety and good- 


neſs, 
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neſs, is, or certainly ought to be, 2 
matter of the firſt concern with us. 
Our opinions, our. paſhons; and out 
purſuits may be ſuch, as will certainly 
and unavoidably make us miſerable: 
and on the contrary they may be fo 
governed, that we may live in the 
favour of God, in the eſteem of our 
neighbours, and in the poſſeſſion of 
ourſelves. He that is flow to anger, 
&s better than the mighty; and be 
that ruleth his own ſpirit, than be that 
taketh a city. While on the oppoſite 
fide, He that hath no rule over hit 
own ſpirit, is lite a city that is broken 
down and without walls; which by 
all who know its ſtate is diſre- 
garded and deſpiſed. Keep therefore 
your heart with all diligence, knowing 
that from thence are the ifſues of life. 
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For into a malicious faul wiſdom ſball not 

enter, nor dwell in the body that is ſubject 
unto fin. 


Be it then our daily ſtudy and ftre- 
nuous endeavour, to diſcipline our 
minds according to the rules of facred 
wiſdom. Let us be ſolicitous to have 1 
them freed from the influence of exor- 1 | 

| 
| 


bitant paſſions, and ornamented with the | 
prime virtues of the chriſtian character. 
Let us look well into ourſelves, and 


—— 
—— 
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endeavour to preſerve good order there, 


for the honour of religion, and for our | | | : 


own comfort and ſatisfaction. In re- 1h 
gard to regulation and ornament, let 111 
us ever remember, the greateſt pains | 
ſhould be taken with our own tempers, | 1 
with our diſpoſitions __ paſſions ; for 1 
it will reflect the higheſt honour upon | | 


our 
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our characters to have it ſaid that Our 
principal adorning is not that which 
is outward, mutable and periſhing, but 
the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, and which 
in the fight of God is of great price. 


Let me now dire& your attention to 
the conſideration of this point, which 
is the argument employed by the 
apoſtle to recommend and enforce the 
advice given in the text. Your ſouls 
are immortal, and ſo are thoſe graces 
and virtues which belong to them; 
and conſequently they are more de- 
ſerving of culture and ornament than 
any thing beſide which: you: are con- 
cerned with. What St. Peter would 
have a principal regard to, is cha- 
racteriſed as that which is not cor- 

| ruptible. 
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ruptible. Now this is what cannot be 
ſaid of the body, or of any thing which 
belongs to it. The ſoul is the only 
part of our frame to which this character 
belongs, and the graces and virtues 
with which it is adorned. An eſſential 
part of religion conſiſts in the govern- 
ment of the paſſions, and in regulating 
the temper of the mind. And ſuch 
adreſs of the inward man is incorruptible, 
not ſubject to change or decay, as the 
faſhions of this world which ſoon paſs 
away. It will live with us while we 
continue in this world, will appear 
the more ſhining and glorious the 
longer it is worn, it will not forſake 
us in the world to come, but there 
be our joy, our glory, and our crown of 
rejoicing. But the richeſt ornaments 
of the body will, like the body itſelf, 


in 
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in a ſhort time wear out, corrupt and 
periſh, or by the mutations of time 
loſe their gracefulneſs and value. 


Satisfied we muſt therefore be that 
about forming our minds into amiable 
diſpoſitions, we cannot be too ſolicitous; 
nor ſhould we think much of our 
labour, though it was required to be 
much greater than really it need to. be. 
For honour or ſhame, happineſs or 
miſery, muſt attend us through this 
world, and the degree or meaſure of 
each will greatly depend upon the right 
government of our inclinations and 
diſpoſitions. The longer our minds are 
negleded, the more unhappy our con- 
dition, and the more difficult will it 
be to bring about any alteration for 
.the better. Every thing that was de- 
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fipned by God to be cultivated and 
improved, ſoon ſhews itſelf to be 


neglected by that which it produces. 
Thus it is with regard to the earth: 


if neglected, it is over- run with weeds, 
thorns and briars; but the induſtrious 
labourer it rewards with fruits of 
various kinds. Tt repays his diligence, 
and preſents to his view the faireſt 
proſpe& of plenty. And is it not thus 
with the human mind? are not in- 
numerable vices the conſequence of its 
being neglected? Whereas on the con- 
trary, do not the moſt amiable virtues 
ſpring up in conſequence of religious 
and virtuous diſcipline? ſuch as ad- 
miniſter an ever-verdant ſhade, under 
the branches of which peace of con- 
ſcience may continually reſide without 
diſturbance. 
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As our ſouls are immortal, ſo are 
thoſe graces and virtues, which religion 
directs us habitually to cultivate. They 
are not like the fruits of the earth, or 
material ornaments, which flide in- 
ſenſibly into decay. They are ſuited 
to the immortal ſoil in which they are 
intended to grow for ever. If care is 
taken to preſerve them from the in- 
fection of impiety and vice, they will 
never wither. Under religious cultiva- 
tion, they will continue to improve, 
both in their amiableneſs and ſtrength. 


In their own nature there is no 


principle of decay, but they are as the 
text expreſſes it, incorruptible. While 
the ſoul lives, they will live with it, 
and in a future world cauſe it to appear 
moſt lovely and divine. But with 
re to the body, as we brought 
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nothing with us into this world, ſo 
it is certain we can take nothing out. 
The hand of death will ſtrip us of all 
theſe, and turn us naked into the grave. 
But over the ſoul and its virtuous 
qualities, death hath no power. Having 
in this life put on the robe of righteouſ- 
neſs, and being cloathed with the garments 
of ſalvation, theſe will be our attire 
when introduced into the aſſembly / 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. 
Therefore covet | earneſtly theſe beſt 
gifts, the incorruptible ornaments of 
the mind, eſpecially a meek, peaceable, 
courteous and obliging temper, which 
is in the fight of God of great price. 


Now what ſtronger allurement to 
the practice of any virtue can we deſire, 
than to know that it ſtands high in 

M 2 the 
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the divine eſtimation, will fecure his 
favour, and be followed by a re. 
compence of reward from him? What 
can the moiſt ambitious and covetous 
wiſh for more, than to poſſeſs thoſe 
qualities which the Ning of kings, 
whoſe is the world and the fulntſs therof, 
delights to honour and reward ? To 
know the regard which God pays to 
this amiable accompliſhment in his 
creatures, ſhall I refer you to the con- 
fideration of the divine nature and per. 
fections, and aſk whether he muſt not 
be pleaſed, with what bears a ro- 
ſemblance to his own excellencies, and 
delight in thoſe who are imitators of 
him? The Lord is gracious and full 
of compaſſion, flow to anger and plenteous 
in mercy and truth. But inſtead of 
dwelling upon this argument, I hall 
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refer you to the declarations of holy 
writ, the more ſure word of God's 
promiſe. To encourage the cultivation 
of this grace it is fald, The meek ſhalt 
eat and be ſatisfied, The meek will be 
quide in judgment, the meek will be teach 110 
bir: way. Words Which ſtrongly ex- ö | 
preſs God's particular delight and 1 
pleaſure in thoſe; who are adortied with 
meekneſs of ſplrit. Of ſich it is alfs 1 
fsid, They Pall inberit the tartÞ; and 1 | 
delight themſelbes in the abundance of 1 | 
peace. Theſe words in Pfalm c&LIx, | 
are too remarkable to be here omitted: | 1 
The Lord will beautify the met with | 
ſalvation. To conelude theſe prothiſes, 11 
let me add that our bleſſed Lord has 11 
included this character in the number 11 
of thoſe whom he hath pronounced 
bleſſed. Bleſſed are the meek, for they 
M 3 ſhall 
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ſhall inberit tbe earth,” ſhall have the 
moſt pleaſing and comfortable enjoy. 
ment of life, and the various bounties 
of Providence. That the exerciſe of a 
meek and-quiet ſpirit contributes greatly 
to our ow]n peace and ſatisfaction, and 
that it will; aſſuredly procure us the 
eſteem and love of our friends and ac- 
quaintance, are no ſmall recommenda- 
tions of it: but theſe dwindle into 
nothing when it is conſidered that it i 
in the fight f God of great price. When 
this is proved, all other arguments in 
its behalf are tireſome and vain. For 
in his favour is life, and bis loving kind: 
neſs is better than life. They who will 
not be perſuaded by this conſideration, 
it is to be feared, neither will they, be 
perſuaded though one ſhould riſe from the 
dead. I beſeech you therefore as thoſe 
| who 
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who are now the ele of God, and who 
hereafter hope to be holy and beloved of 
him, that ye put on bowels of mercies, 
kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind,  meehneſs, 
tong-ſu uffering, forbearing one another in 


love, and endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. Better 
is it to dwell in the moſt retired and 
incommodious part of a houſe, in 4 
torner of the houſe top, in the enjoyment 
of peace and amity, than in the moſt 
wide and ſumptuous palace, with thoſe 
who are of a peeviſh and boiſterous 
ſpirit. Better is a dry morſel and quiet- 
neſs therewith, than a houſe full of. ſacri- 
fices with flrife. Better is a dinner of 
herbs where love is, than a ſtalled ox and 
hatred therewith. The juſtice of theſe 
obſervations we cannot all but acknow- 
ledge and approve. Happy would it 

M4 be 
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be for us, were they ſunk down into our 
hearts, and every one lived as under 
their influence. Then would the buſy 
haunts of men be filled with the ſweet 
intercourſes of mildneſs and love. Then 
would the diſtracting ſpirit of fretful. 
neſs and anger be no more heard or felt, 
each iraſcible vexatious paſſion would 
be charmed into ſilence, and che boſoms 
of men become the habitations of every 
thing engaging, amiable and excellent, 
Lovely in ourſelves, we ſhould then 
be beloved of all, The ſame mind 
would be in us which was alſo in Chrif 
Feſus, who was meek and lowly in heart,; 
and who has recommended us herein 
to learn of him, that we may find reſi 
unto our fouls, And when we- ſhall. be 
removed from this world, where it is 


impoſſible but offences will come, we 
ſhall 
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ſhall be introduced into thoſe manfions 
of everlaſting repoſe and quietneſs, 


where charity reigns in every heart, 


ſincerity ſmiles on every countenance, 
and all our work will be acts of mutual 
complacency and love. 


Thus by every motive which can 
engage and allure the human heart we 
are called upon, to adorn ourſelves with 
the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
which it in the fight of Gad of great 
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o Gov, who art love and who dwelleſt 
in love, may we earneſtly endeavour to 
imitate thy conſtant and univerſal goodneſs, 
As the difciples of Jeſus may we put on 
bowels of mercy, © kindneſs, | compaſſion, 
humbleneſs of mind, long-ſuffering, for- 
bearing one another, forgiving one another. 
May we be adorned with the ornament of 
a meek, compaſſionate and forgiving ſpirit. 
May every good and generous diſpoſition 
be daily improving in our breaſts, until we 
become fit for that happy kingdom, where 
love, peace and joy reign for evermore. 


Our Father, &c. 
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ON GLORIFYING GOD IN ALL OUR 
ACTIONS. 


1 CoR. x. 31. 


W berher therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatſoever ye &, do all to the glory 
27 God. CO 


HIS paſſage has been uſually 
conſidered by all writers in one 


view, as very expreſſive of a religious 


temper. They refer not only to the 


great and important actions of life, 


which ought always and directly to aim 
at es glory of God; but alſo to our 
ſmaller 
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ſmaller and indifferent actions, which 
ought by a general and habitual inten- 
tion to have the fame tendency. But 
perhaps comparatively few have ex- 
amined into the reaſonableneſs of what 
is here commanded, and the real founda- 
tion there is in truth to ſupport it, 
I am very far from looking upon the 
words in the text, as ſuch an overflow 
of 2 good heart, as will not bear ſtriQ 
ſcrutiny ; ; but myſt be taken with ſome 
moderating limitations. —I am of Opi- 
nion there are few, if any, ſententious 
fayings which exceed this, in. the ful- 
neſs of its ſenſe ; er which better 
deſerve to be amply illuſtrated. Let 
us therefore, as here directed, reſolve in 
all the common actions of life, which are 
attended with a conſtant ſhare in its 
common engagements, to glorify God 
F | ourſelves, 
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ourſelves, and exert our ſtrongeſt en- 
deavours to promote a regard to his 
glory in the world. 


Give me leave to enumerate ſome of 
thoſe actions which moſt frequently 
and ſtatedly occur, and to point out 
the religious diſpoſitions honourable to 
God, which ſhould accompany them; 
by a regard to which it will appear, 
that whether we eat or drink, or what- 
ſoe ver we do, we are ſolicitous 20 do all 
to the glory of God. 


I ſhall begin with thoſe the Apoſtle 
mentions, eating, and drinking; in 
which offices the imperfection of our 
nature requires us, at' certain ſeafons, 
to be employed. Though theſe are 
fenſual acts, and of courſa much ing 


ferior 
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ferior in their nature, and in their plea- 
ſures, to thoſe which reſpect our nobler 
and better part; yet they ſhould ſtatedly 
remind us of Him, who has provided 
for us variety of food, who liberally 


ſupplies our returning wants with his 


bounties, who hath annexed to our 
conſtitution a -power of receiving his 
gifts with pleaſure, and who blefleth 
our daily bread, ſo that we are refreſhed 
and nouriſhed by it. In receiving the 
means of ſubſiſtence, we are only doing 
that, which all living creatures, down 
to the worm under our feet, do as 
well as we; but ſhould not we do 
more ? Should not we diſcern and 
praiſe the hand that gives? Is it not 
highly neceſſary and proper, that ſuch 
acts performed by the rational creatures 
x God, ſhould not be brutiſhly per- 
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formed, but diſtinguiſhed by ſome cir - 


cumſtances honourable to the Deity, 
and becoming of our dutiful acknow- | | 
ledgment of him? Should we think 1 
great injuſtice was done us, if we were | 1 
put upon a level with the beaſts of the 
field. Yet if we receive our food, 1 
without offering up a dutiful tribute of | 


acknowledgment to God for his mercies; 1 
or if we abuſe them by intemperance and | i 
rioting, hereby we fink ourſelves down I! 
below the level of human nature, and | lil 
give room for that to be ſaid of us, j 
which cannot be ſaid of the inferior | 
1 


animals ; that we partake of the bounties | 
of Providence with irreverence, and in- 116 
gratitude, and are guilty of ſhameful ex- | | 
ceſſes. They are clear of theſe charges, | 


becauſe they cannot attain to the know- | 


ledge of God, and take only what na- 
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ture demands for its comfortable ſup- 
port. Let us maintain therefore a 
thankful remembrance of Him who 
ſpreads our table, and /atisfieth our mouth 
with good things ; and take heed to our. 
felves leaſt at any time our hearts br 
overcharged with furfeiting and drunken. 
neſs, 


They cannot be ſuppoſed to have 
any regard to the glory of God, who 
habitually tranſgreſs the laws of mo- 
deration and ſobriety, and become ad- 
dicted to the exceſſes of gluttony, in- 
toxication, and revelling. In all things 
let us be ſober and temperate, knowing 


| that every creature of God is good, if 


it be received with thankſgiving. Let 
the divine liberalities be improved, by 
grateful reflections upon the generous 

bounty 


bount 
by ki 
partak 


merci} 


are in 
and t 
provid 


WI 
ing 01 
domeſ 
God, 
miſeri 
puts 1 
ourſel 


Thi 


prope! 
all the 
and ce 


SERMON vn. 157 


bounty of him who beſtows them, and 
by kind thoughts towards thoſe who 
partake with us, connected with x 
merciful remembrance of thoſe Who 
are in want. Whoſoever thus receives, 
and thus improves the bounties' of 
providence, glorifieth God. 


When engaged in work, and follow- 
ing our ſeveral employments, rural or 
domeſtic, we ought in theſe to glorify 
God, who thus preſerveth us from the 
miſeries of idleneſs and poverty, and 
puts it into our power to provide for 
ourſelves, and families. 

\ 

The fruits of the earth are not more 
properly the gifts of God to men, than 
all the advantages that ariſe from trade 
and commerce. He formed man with 

| N powers, 
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powers, diſpoſitions, and inclinations 
for ſociety, and for the purſuit of various 
ſchemes and labours. The materials for 
human workmanſhip he has provided, 
and to man he hath given ſtrength and 
ſkill to work them up for various uſes; 
| ſome of neceſſity, and others for con- 
venience and ornament. — Wood and 
iron, lead and copper, flax and wool, 
are the principal materials, with which 
we, are furniſhed, and by a proper 
application of them, we are provided 
with . houſes to dwell in, clothes to 
cover us, and a variety of utenſils and 
other things, greatly advantageous to the 
comfort of life. Theſe things ſhould 
lead us to a thankful admiration of the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God. Praiſe 
is ever due to him, who has furniſhed 
- mankind with ſuch plenty of materials 

for 
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for their accommodation and employ- 
ment, and who has given them a ca- 
pacity to make their labours upon 
theſe the conſtant ſources of manifold 
comforts. 


The divine goodneſs is as conſpicuous 
in theſe things, as in the light of the 
ſun, the falling ſhowers, and thoſe pro- 
ductions of the earth which annually 
clothe it. In all things let us religioufly 
look up to God, and adore the wonder- 
fully gracious ways of his providence 
to man. As it is he who bleſſeth the 
plow, and repays the ſower's diligence 
with a well ripened harveſt in due time; 
ſo it is he who proſpereth man in all 
his labours, and who profitably rewards 
his various toils. Every good chriſ- 
tian, who makes ſuch thoughts as theſe 

N 2 familiar 
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familiar to him, will find by experience 
the ſpirit of true piety to be much 
promoted. Such thoughts will aſſiſt 
him in obtaining, what is ſingularly 
deſirable, I mean that even, cheerful 
contentment of mind, which ſweetens 
to him the duties of his own ſtation, 
and prevents him from envying the 
more eaſy and opulent ſtation of others. 
By labour and induſtry, by ingenuity 
and care, by honeſty and fidelity, by 
conſcientiouſly fulfilling the duties of 
his ſtation, he endeavours to glorify 
the God whoſe he is, and whoſe are al 


his ways. 


We ſhould bear teſtimony to the 
divine goodneſs, in partaking of the 
bleflings of reſt and ſleep. 


It becomes the inhabitants of this 
world, whe are much benefited by it, 
2 8 religiouſly 
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„„ 
religiouſly to reflect upon the ſweet 
viciffitude of day and night, which 
regularly revolve in the courſe of provi- 
dence. This change is in general for 
the advantage of all the creatures which 
dwell upon the face of the earth, but 
moſt remarkably for the benefit of 
mankind, and thoſe animals which in 
aſſiſting their labours are the moſt ſer- 
viceable. Reſt is as natural, and as 
neceflary to the human conſtitution, as 
action. After being employed a certain 
time, the powers of nature begin to flag ; 


and being exerted beyond their ſtrength, 


become injured. Wearineſs brought on 
by the buſineſs of the day, is therefore 
followed by the ſhades of the evening, 
which call the labourer from his toil. 
The hand of that Providence, which is 


ever mindful of our frailties and in- 
N ;. firmities, 
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firmities, with the indulgent care of 
a parent, draws the ſable curtains of 
night around a wearied and drowſy 
world, and ſends in mercy the bleſſings 
of ſleep, to refreſh tired bodies, and 
fatigued minds. Though darkneſs and 
filence are the wonted meſſengers that 
bring theſe bleſſings, yet in this the 
goodneſs of God ſpeaks aloud, and is 
clearly viſible; and we have equal 
reaſon to praiſe their gracious Author 
as they approach with the evening, as 
when at the return of morning light 
they retire, | 


In theſe viciflitudes, moſt friendly 
to the preſent ſtate and condition of 
our being, it is undoubtedly our duty 
to meditate upon the kindneſs of the 
Almighty, Nor ſhould we ever lie 

down 
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down upon our beds brutiſhly thought- 
leſs of him, whoſe providence is ſuffi- 
cient by the conſtant return of day and 


night to convince us, that he conſtantly 
remembers how frail we are. 


Thus careful is he to provide for 
our ſupport, and for our refreſhment, 
and to enable us | to- proſecute the 
buſineſs of the day. There is no night 
in. heaven, becauſe the inhabitants of 
that more perfect ſtate are releaſed from 
the ſluggiſh burdens of mortality, and 
are capable of being ever active and 


watchful, without their powers be- 
coming enfeebled, or ſuffering any di- 
minution in their pleaſures. But as it 
is otherwiſe with the frail inhabitants 
of this world, God hath made a merci- 
ful provifion for their infirmity. In 

N 4 | the 


184 SERMON VII. 

the belief of this, let us be ready te 
acknowledge that i#' ir 4 good thing t1 
ſbew forth God's loving kindneſs in the 
morning, and to record his FO 
every night. | 


In walking forth amidſt the works 
of creation, and travelling from place 
to place, the varied proſpects of a wile 
and indulgent Providence which' preſent 
themſelves, ſhould be practically im. 
proved, and awaken our hearts to an 
affectionate celebration of his glory, who 
appointed all theſe things. 


How great is the pleaſure which ve 
are capable of receiving, and which 
we actually do receive, by beholding 
through the organs of viſion the dif- 
ferent beautiful appearances of the 

creation 
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creation! When thus our eyes are 
pleaſingly employed, our hearts ſhould 
rejoice in Him, who by theſe curious 
entrances, irradiates the ſoul with ex- 
ternal light, and empowers it daily to 
converſe with the wonderful works of 
God. This ſort of converſe, to every 
wiſe and good man, will be inſtructively 
agreeable; and will promote that true 
piety, which gratitude and love inſpire. 
Our meditation on the moſt common 
ſcenes of nature will be full of the 
Deity, and always grateful to ourſelves, 
becauſe always accompanied with admi- 
ration of him and love to him. The 


improvements to be acquired this way, 
will refle& honour upon our characters; 
and be to us, both when alone and in 
company, an inexhauſtible fund of en- 


tertainment. While ſurrounded with 
the 
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the evidence of God's power, wiſdom, 
and goodneſs, we ſhall not live as without 


God in the world, but diſcern his glory, 


and magnify his holy name. 

When walking through ſome well. 
plann'd. garden, where order and variety 
are combined, and varied proſpects ariſe 
to delight and charm us, do we admire 
and praiſe. the, .man, whoſe ingenuity 
and taſte formed theſe beauties? And 
thall-we not obſerve, or be ſilent when 
we obſerve, the matchleſs beauties of 
creation, the wonderful work of Him 
whoſe knowledge is perfect? 


For the bleſſings of converſation and 
friendſhip we ſhould praiſe God, and 
glorify him in the uſe of them. - 
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Though the ſun in the firmament 


was to continue to ſhine upon us with 
its kindeſt beams, though the former 
and the latter rain were to deſcend' in 
the ſeaſon, and the increaſe of the year 
failed not; though days and nights 
alternately revolved, and it were given 
us to reſt ſafely in the hours appointed 
for reſt, and to enjoy thoſe allotted to 
action: yet deprived of converſe with 
our fellow-creatures, how burdenſome 
would life become, and how ſolitary 
its days! 


God hath appointed no worldly bleſ- 
ſing to contribute more to the cheer- 
fulneſs of the human heart, to the 
leſſening its troubles and forrows, and 
to the increaſe of its enjoyments, than 
converſation ; eſpecially the kind con- 

verſe 
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verſe of relatives and friends. This 


beguiles the labours of the day, by 5 
pleaſingly intermixing with them; and N 
when wearied with toil, renders the * 
evening grateful and refreſhing. This 4 ml 
often innocently relieves the penſive © v 


and too thoughtful mind, and every 
day does the ſoul good like a medicine. 
How much is it to be lamented that 
the organs of ſpeech, which the Pſalmiſt 
calls our glory, ſhould be fo frequently 
perverted into the inſtruments of im- 
piety, profaneneſs, and vice! Let us 
ever be careful that we do not thus 
proſtitute, and ſhamefully abuſe, thoſe 
powers which ought to be habitually 
employed 1n celebrating the praiſes of 
the Almighty, and in the peaceful 
enjoyment of our family and friends. 


With the voice of joy in our habita- 
tions, 
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tions, let us daily cultivate thankſgiving 
to God in our hearts, declare the glory 
due unto his name, and inſtruct thoſe 
who are under our care conſtantly to 
return their dutiful acknowledgments 
to him. 
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| 14 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE HISTORY OF THE BLIND MAN 1 
THAT WAS RESTORED TO SIGHT BY JESUS. 


Jonx ix. 34. | 1 
They anſioered and ſaid unto hin, Thou | 
| 
| 
| 


wat altogether born in fins, and doſt 
thou teach us? And they caſt him out. 


OTHING has a more manifeſt "ll 
. * tendency to injure the happineſs | | 
of mankind, than the fad effects of | 
prejudices and inveterate prepoſſe ions. | | 
When under their influence, there is | 
nothing ſo unreaſonable and abſurd that 


19 
men will not ſay; nothing ſo monſtrous | | ! 
and | }! 
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and wicked that they will not do. 
Theſe will make them ſhut their eyes 
againſt the cleareſt light of truth, harden 
their hearts againſt the ſtrongeſt efforts 
of perſuaſion, and hurry them on to 
the greateſt irregularities and violences 
of conduct. ” 


When perſons are prejudiced againſt 

a man, or a particular doctrine, they 
are determined beforehand to diſregard 
and reject the one, and to oppoſe and 
ill treat the other. It is of little im- 
portance what plainneſs and excellency 
of argument is offered them, or even 
what offices of kindneſs and love are 
done to them. They will reſiſt and 
pervert the former, and put an ill- 
natured and malicious conſtruction upon 
the latter. The demonſtration of the 
b ſpirit 
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ſpirit and of power ſhall be borne down 
by them; and be it at the peril of their 
comfort and their lives, that any one 


offers to undeceive them. 


Of this we have ſeveral inſtances in 
the goſpels, with reſpect to the Scribes 
and Phariſees, and rulers among the 
Jews, None could be more ſtrongly, 
and yet more unjuſtly and unreaſonably 
prejudiced againſt any one, than they 
were againſt Jeſus and his doctrine. 
Moſt truly did he ſay of them, This 
people have ſhut their eyes, that they 
might not ſee, cloſed their ears, that they 
might not hear, hardened their hearts, that 
they might not underftand : left they ſhould 
be converted, and I ſhould heal them. 


We have not a more glaring inſtance 


of their perverſeneſs and wilful contra- 
0 diction 
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diction and obſtinacy, than we read of 
in this chapter. Here, as in a glaſs, 
we may behold its woful effects upon 
the human mind; how it diſtorts the 
underſtanding, corrupts the judgment, 
and lays waſte every thing amiable and 
praiſe-worthy in the ſou]. Not content 
with abuſtng and vilifying Jeſus, the 
particular obje& of their diflike and 


inveteracy, they treat all thoſe with 


virulence and injuſtice, who think or 
ſpeak favourably of him. What could 


more powerfully excite a man's grati- 


tude, or engage him to think well of 
a perſon, than the kindneſs which Jeſus 
did the 'man' ſpoken of in this chapter ? 
And how hard and unjuſt muſt it have 
been for him, on this account to be 
treated with ſo much contempt and 
rudeneſs by the Phariſees ordered to 
be 


this tr 
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be . excommunicated, and declared an 
apoſtate from the religion of his country 
But this was actually the caſe with the 
poor man, to whom they ſaid; Fhou 
irt a bold and ampertinent fellow, 
brought up all thy life-time in igno- 


rance and wickedneſs, with an under- 
ſtanding as dark and blind as thy body; 
and doſt thou pretend to inſtruct us, 
who are the teachers and guides of the 
people, men eminent for learning and 
&ill in religion, and for extraordinary 
holineſs and ſtrictneſs of life? And 
they caſt bim out; that is, ordered him 
to be put out of the ſynagogue, de- 


clared an excommunicated perſon, and 
deprived of the privileges and advan- 
tages of the public worſhip of God. 


I ſhall not more fully particularize 
this tranſaction. The ſtory is ſo ſtriking 
O 2 and 
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and inſtructive, I cannot ſuppoſe any 
one unacquainted with it. My buſiheſs 
ſhall be to draw from it, and particu- 
larly from this latter part, ſome general 
obſervations, that may be of practieil 
uſe and advantage to ourſelves. 


The firſt thing that claims our at- 
tention is, the unreaſonable length to 
which the diſpleaſure and fury of the 
Jewiſh rule:s proceeded againſt Jeſus 
and his followers. They appear to have 
been incenſed to the laſt degree againſt 
the man born blind, and to whom Jeſus 
had given fight, becauſe in gratitude 
he thought favourably of him, eſteemed 
him to be a prophet, or one ſent into 
the world with an extraordinary com- 
miſſion from God. For maintaining 
this truth, that miracles performed in 


the 


They 
diſco! 
They 
man 
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the name of God, were evident tokens 
of an extraordinary miſſion, they abuſed 
and condemned this poor man. And 
yet this was no other than what they 


themſelves embraced and recommended 


as a moſt ſacred truth, when applied 


to Moſes. 'But ſuch is the infatuation 
of prejudice, they rejected it as highly 
impious, when applied to Chriſt, 
though he wrought his miracles at that 


very time, and even in their city, and 


there ſo circumſtanced, that they could 


not invent any means of diſproving 
them. But conſiſtency of conduct was 
what they little regarded. They had 
an interelt to ſerve by oppoſing Chriſt. 
They muſt therefore at all adventures 
diſcourage him and all his adherents. 
They had before agreed, that if any 
man confeſſed that Jeſus was the Chriſt, 

"02 he 
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he ſſlould be put out of the ſynagogue; 
no they carry this determination into 
execution: and they cuſt him out. 


This is the firſt perſon, we read of, 
who ſuffered on account of his attach- 
ment to Jeſus, and for eſpouſing his 
cauſe in oppoſition to the determination 
and authority of the ruling perſons in 
his country. But how many fince have 


ſuffered the like reproach for the ſame 


cauſe? Deſirous to preſerve. their in- 
tegrity and their fidelity to God, they 
would not yield up their underſtandings 
to be dictated to in matters of religion 
by the men in power, In all ages and 
in all countries this hath been eſteemed 
a grievous offence, and many have ſuf- 
tered the moſt cruel treatment for being 
ſo preſumptuous as to judge for them- 


ſelves. 
Let 
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Let us, in the next place, conſider 
what was conſequent upon this excom- 
munication or caſting out. Such vio- 
lent and unjuſt- methods generally are, 
and in this caſe were, unſucceſsful. 
They are rarely able to ſuppreſs the 
truth, and ſupport the cauſe of igno- 
rance and irreligion. They could not 
in this inſtance check the ſpread of the 
chriſtian doctrine, or deter this man 
from profeſſing his regard for Jeſus. 
They may powerfully influence weak 
and timorous ſpirits, and thus give riſe 
to much hypocriſy. But as every man's 
judgment naturally is, and cannot but 
be, free in its opinions, and as oppoſition 
and ill uſage many times render it 
more {tiff and unyielding ; fo unleſs it 
is ſtrongly prejudiced in early life, it 


will have a mean opinion of thoſe who 
04 endeavour 
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endeavour to act in an arbitrary and 
tyrannical manner over the conſci- 
Whenever ſuch have 
a man of reſolution, integrity and good 
ſenſe to deal with, by having recourſe 
to meaſures oppreſſive and overbearing, 


ences of others. 


they are almoſt ſure to expoſe them- 
ſelves, | 


Uninfluenced by any thing the Phari- 
ſees could ſay or do to him, the man 
believed in Jeſus as the Chriſt ; and 
no doubt, continued a ſteadfaſt | and 
worthy diſciple through the remainder 
of his life. He had abilities and diſ- 
poſitions, by which he was every way 
well qualified to become a propagator 
of the chriſtian faith. He could reaſon 
in a cloſe and convincing manner, from 
the firſt principles of religion and 

righteouſneſs, 
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tighteouſneſs. He was a man of much 
integrity and ſimplicity of ſpirit, and 
of an upright and unblameable conver- 
ſation. He had fortitude and undaunted 
reſolution of mind, to profeſs and main- 
tain the truth, even though he ſuffered 
for it. 


We may again obſerve, that no ſevere 
forms of excommunication, eſpecially 
for matters of religious opinion, can be 
juſtified by reaſon. No man, or body 
of men, can have any juſt authority to 
treat their fellow-creatures in ſuch a 
manner, for differing from them in 
judgment. Such a claim is arrogant 
and impious, and ſubverſive of all virtue 
and real religion, It is an iniquitous 
engine, by which men in power have 
kept all others in a laviſh ſubmiſſion 

and 
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and dependance upon them. It is the 
great ſupport of prieſtly domination and 
{ſpiritual tyranny, which of all tyrannies 
is the worſt. 


; If any thing in nature ſhould be free, 

the underſtanding and judgment muſt 
be left ſo. Men muſt have liberty to 
think and determine for themſelves, or 
elſe in reality they have no religion 
at all. To be obliged implicitly, for 
fear of ſeyere penalties, to follow the 
public leading, when reaſon and con- 
ſcience remonſtrate againſt it, is the 
moſt wretched ſtate of ſlavery, into which 
a man of reflection, honeſty, enlarged 
views, and generous principles, can be 
thrown. 


We may challenge all the world to 


ſhew any advantages that can ariſe from 


theſe 
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theſe excommunications, either to the 
perſons thus harſhly treated, or to the 
intereſt of religion and the community. 
in general. On the other hand, many 
arguments may be brought to ſhew, that 
their conſequences are exceedingly per- 
nicious. They diſcourage all enquiries 
and improvements in religious know- 
ledge, and are the faſt holds by which 
ſupetſtition keeps its ground. They 
make men hypocrites and difſemblers, 
in an affair wherein truth and conſcience 
ſhould ſpeak moſt freely. They may 
indeed ſometimes reſtrain the turbulent, 
and put the vicious to ſhame ; but it 
is alſo to be remembered, that the 
honeſt and upright will be liable in 
bad times, to ſuffer the greateſt inſult 
and injury. 


If 
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If we look into the world, and ex- 
amine the records of hiſtory, we ſhall 
find that excommunications have gene- 
rally been made uſe of for bad purpoſes; 
and that it is not the worſt, but the 
beſt of men that have ſmarted by them. 
Such proceedings make religion itſelf 
to be evil ſpoken of, and create a diſguſt 
againſt it. When popery was at its 
height, and the biſhops of Rome rioted 
in the inſolence of an uſurped power; 
how terrible were the effects of an ex- 
communication to the greateſt lords, 
princes, and kingdoms in the chriſtian 
world! With what a ſevere and iron 
rod did they then rule] In what abje& 
ſervitude was the civil power then kept 
by the hand of eccleſiaſtic tyranny ! 
Even in this kingdom at preſent, the 
effects of ſuch a ſentence are grievous, 

and 
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and the power by which it is upheld 
to be deteſted. All men of ſenſe com- 
plain of it, as an inſult upon our boaſted 
liberty, an outrage upon our civil rights, 
a ſcandalous ſpiritual juggle and holy 
traffic, an audacious mockery of religion, 
and a foul diſgrace upon the eſtabliſhed 
church. Thus the moſt dangerous in- 
ſtrument is put into the hands of men, 
whereby they are tempted for mercenary 
views, to defame the characters of the 
good, and harraſs the conſciences of the 
honeſt ; to prevent the right courſe of 
chriſtian tenderneſs and moderation, and 
through ill uſage to make many enemies 


to religion. 


As no ſevere forms of excommuni- 
cation can be juſtified by reaſon, neither 
can they be warranted by any Goſpel 


precept or example. 
The 
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The general and particular precepts 
of the Goſpel, when explained in a 
conſiſtent manner, will be found uniyer- 
fally to proceed from that good ſpirit of 
love and tenderneſs, which is in direct 
oppoſition to all curſes and excom- 


municating denunciations. They are 
all calculated to promote the peace and 
happineſs of men's lives, and to advance 
the true honour of religion. They give 
no man an authority over the faith and 
conſciences of others; nor ſupport any 
claims that are detrimental to ſociety. 
When it is thought neceſſary for the 


welfare and good order of the commu- 


nity, that evil doers ſhould be puniſhed, 
the rules of the Goſpel direct that theſe 
_ puniſhments ſhould be tempered with 
moderation and equity, and have a 
falutary tendency. But excommuni- 
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cations proceed from a quite different 
ſpirit, and are juſtly to be deteſted on 
account of the rigour and * * 
carry in them. 


As no men living poſſeſs the apoſtolic 
gifts and power, ſo nothing can be 
argued as a precedent to others, from 


ſome parts of their conduct, which 
were acts of an extraordinary nature. 


For wiſe reaſons, they were authorized 


by God, to give a reverence and ſanction 
to the chriſtian religion, then in its in- 
fancy. Where circumſtances fo widely 
differ, as the preſent ſtate of chriſtianity, 
from what it was in the days of the 
Apoſtles, their example cannot be 
pleaded in ſupport of ecclefiaſtic cen- 
ſures. Whatever acts at the firſt 
eſtabliſhment of - chriſtianity, were of 
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an extraordinary and miraculous nature, 
now ſtand only as teſtimonies of its 
divine original, and the power by which 
it was upheld. They are entirely diſ- 
tinct from ſuch Goſpel rules and pre- 
cepts, as relate to private chriſtians, or 
to the government of families and 
ſocieties in future. ages. 


As to the rigorous forms of excom- 
munication. uſed in ſome chriſtian 
churches, any impartial man of ordi- 
nary capacity and acquaintance with 
hiſtory, knows they are not derived 
from the Goſpel, but from the decrees 


of popes and councils, and what is 


called the canon law. And what is 
ſtill more, it is eaſy to perceive what 
gives life and force to them, even a 
love of domination oyer the under- 

ſtandings 
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ſtandings and conſciences of men; a 
deſire to lord it over their faith, and 
not to be helpers of their joy; an 
attempt to turn religion into an engine 
by which they may gratify their 
worldly ambition, and make merchan- 
dize of the faith and practice of others. 


From this paſſage we may obſerve, 
that plain truth, when cloſely adhered 
to, will at any time be able to over- 
come error, though enthroned in 
power; and that a man of honeſt diſ- 
poſitions ĩs in a fairer way to underſtand 
the truth, than a whole council of 
learned doctors, who are under the 
power of prejudice. 


Here is an inſtance of a perſon who 
was born blind, and in the loweſt ſtate 
P of 
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of poverty; and who muſt conſequently 
have been deprived of all the advantages 
of a liberal education, maintaining the 
truth againſt a great body of learned 
men, with ſuch ſtrength of reaſoning, 
that they had not a word to reply. 


This poor blind beggar, by keeping to 


the plain truth, and following the 
natural dictates of an uncorrupted heart, 
baffled, confounded, and filenced the 
Phariſees, with all their learning and 


all their power. 


If perſons have but reſolution to 
ſtand by it, the cauſe of truth and 
righteouſneſs will bear up, againſt, and 
even prevail over, the arts of error and 
wickedneſs : while the latter cannot 
ſtand and bear examination, but fly for 


ſupport to deluſion and violence; the 
former, 
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former, the more it is ſearched into, 
will appear brighter and ſtronger. It 
demands nothing but a fair and impar- 
tial hearing. However his paſſions and 
intereſts may lead him aſtray, and 
induce him to ſupport a wrong and 
weak cauſe, the law written upon every 


man's heart, will make him inwardly 
approve what is right and true. Sinful 


inclinations and defires may attempt to 
ſmother divine truth, but they can 
never totally extinguiſh it. They may 
diſcountenance and puniſh its advocates, 
but can never convince and filence 
them. In ſpite of all theſe methods to 
confound good and evil, the light by 
which they are diſtinguiſhed will ſhine 


upon their minds. 


Another obſervation deducible from 
what hath been ſaid is this, human 
P 2 cenſures 
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cenſures and forms of condemnation, 
cannot exclude any good and virtuous 
man from the love of God, and the 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


As to the bleſſings and privileges of 
ſociety; as to the advantages and plea- 
ſures of the public ſervices of religion; 
and even as to the peace and comfort 
of, their own, habitations, it is in the 
power of their fellow-creatures to de- 
prive the beſt and moſt excellent ones 
of the earth. And thus many have 
been treated, of whom the world 
was not worthy. Names of ignominy 
and reproach have been caſt upon them, 
and they have been ſhunned and hated 
by their neighbours and acquaintance. 
They have been baniſhed from their 

families 
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families and friends, obliged to wander 
about in deſerts and mountains, being 
deſtitute, affhifted, tormented. They have 
had trial of cruel mockings and ſtourg- 
ings, yea moreover, of bonds and impriſon- 
ments, of tortures and death. But none 
of theſe things were able to ſeparate them 
from the love of God which is in Chriſt 


Feſus. 


Human malice and vengeance is im- 
potent, and can reach no farther than 
the grave. It can make no alteration 
in your eſteem and acceptance with God. 
It cannot you baniſh from his favour, 
or deprive any virtuous man of the 
mercy of Almighty God. Theſe un- 
godly ſentences ſhall meet with no 
ratification from him. Becauſe, by the 


wickedneſs of men in high places, a 
3.43 man 
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man is excluded from the congregation 
of the faithful in this world, this is 
no reaſon for him to fear, that a righte- 
ous and merciful God will exclude him 
from the aſſembly of - juſt men made 
perfect in heaven. 


But if ye ſuffer for righteouſneſs 
ſake, happy are ye, for the ſpirit of God 
and of glory refteth upon you. This 
blind man was one of the firſt in the 
chriſtian world, who experienced the 
happineſs reſulting from this promiſe. 
He was rejected by the Phariſees; but 
for the ſteadineſs and ſincerity of his 
conduct, he was amply recompenſed. 
Without delay he was honourably ad- 
mitted into the kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour. When caſt out of the 
Jewiſh church, he was received into 


the 
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the chriſtian, which is eſtabliſhed upon 
better and more excellent promiſes. 
Thus was his gain unſpeakably greater 
than his loſs. None can ſhut the gates 


of heaven againſt their fellow-creatures. 


From what hath been faid, let us 
learn not to be concerned at any diſ- 
honour which may be caſt upon us by 
wicked and unreaſonable men, for our 
attachment to the principles of religion, 
and the teſtimony of a good conſcience; 
but let us be ſeriouſly concerned not to 
do any thing, by which we ſhall caſt 
ourſelves out of the divine favour. 
Beloved, if our hearts condemn us not, 
then have we confidence towards God. 


Secure of his approbation we may ſay 


with the apoſtle, Vith me it ts à very 
ſmall thing, that I ſhould be judged of 
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you, ar of man's judgment ; but he that 
judgeth me, and to whoſe judgment I am 
ſolicitous to approve myſelf, is the Lord. 
Therefore judge nothing befare the time, 
until the Lord came, who will both bring 
to light the hidden things of darkneſs, and 
will make manifeſt the counſels of the heart. 
It is not he that commendeth himſelf, or 
is commended by others, that zs ap- 
proved; but whom the Lord commendetb. 
Take heed therefore that you do not 
that, by reſting in a vain ſecurity, 
which all mankind, if they were your 
enemies, could not do; that is, exclude 


yourſelves from entering, after death, 


into the divine preſence, in the realms. 


of light, and happineſs above. Live 
ſo, that an entrance may be miniſ- 
tered to you abundantly into the ever- 
laſting kingdom of your Lord, 

We 
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We are all now in God's kingdom 
of grace, and partakers of the mercies 
and bleſſings of the Goſpel. We all 
now belong to the houſe and family of 
God, and are treated by him as chil- 
dren. No one knoweth the love. or 
hatred. of the Supreme Being, by. the 
diſpenſations of his providence to them 
in this life. But hereafter there will 
be a daſcrimination made, according to 
men's uſe and improvement of the ad- 
vantages received in this life. There 
will be a dreadful caſting out at the 
end of time, of which we are by the 
Goſpel ſolemnly admoniſhed. A caſting 
out, not according to the arbitrary and 
unreaſonable proceedings of excommu- 
nication amongſt men, but according 
to perfect righteouſneſs and goodneſs, 


upon an impartial examination of our 
conduct in this world. 


Behold 
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Behold the day cometh, of which we 
are now forewarned, when the Son of 
man ſhall ſend forth his angels, and ſhall 
gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them that do iniquity, and 
ſhall caſt them into a furnace of fire, 
where there is wailing and gnaſhing of 
teeth, Let us alſo remember theſe 
words, which may as well be applied 
to Chriſtians as to Jews; Yerily T ſay 
unto you, that many ſhall come from the 
caſt, and weſt, and ſhall fit down in the 
kingdom of heaven ; but the children of 
the kingdom ſhall be caſt into outer dark- 


neſs. 


To conclude; May that God, who 
hath bleſſed us with external ſight to 
behold his works, and who hath given 
us underſtanding and affections to praiſe 

the 


S E R MON VIII. 219 


the conſtant operations of his wiſe and 
mercifully regulated power, preſerve us 
from all the paths of error and wicked- 
neſs! May his truth ever enlighten the 
road in which we go, and the tranſ- 
forming influences of religion enable us 
to perſevere in our fidelity to the Goſpel, 
unto the end! If we ſhould ſuffer 
cenſures and reproaches, excommuni- 
cations and impriſonments, for our re- 
ligious faith and profeſſion, let none 
of theſe things move us; neither let 
us think any thing too dear to part 
with, ſo that we may finiſh our courſe 
with joy. Let us be animated by the 
behaviour of this man, whoſe eyes 
Chriſt opened, and bear up manfully in 
the profeſſion of what is right, though 


frowned upon by men of wealth and 
power, 


While 
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While we continue ſteadfaſt in our 
obedience to him, let theſe words of 
our Saviour encourage and comfort us. 
All that the Father giveth to me, ſhall 
come to me ; and him that cometh to me, 
Twill by no means caſt out. Let us re- 
member theſe words in the book of 
Job; the truth of which is'firmer than 
the mountains, and more durable than 
the earth. Behold, God will not caft 
away @ perfei# man, neither will be help 
evil doers: but he will guide the up- 
right by his counſels, uphold him by 
his power, and afterwards receive him 
into glory. 


FORMS 


INTRODUCTORY PRAYER. 


OST great and: glorious Lord: 
God! We adore and worſhip 

thee as the only living and true God: 
Thou art God in heaven above and earth 
beneath, and throughout all worlds ; 
there is none beſides thee. The hea- 
vens are thy throne, and the earth is 


thy foot-ſtool ; and thou doeſt what- 


ſoever thou pleaſeſt in the armies of the 


celeſtial 
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celeſtial world, and amongſt the inha- 
bitants of this earth, Thou, O God, 
art exalted in majeſty and power far 
above our higheſt conceptions ; yet, fo 
great is thy goodneſs and condeſcenſion, 
that we are encouraged to hope thou 
wilt graciouſly regard, and accept, the 
| homage of thy imperfe& creatures, who 
worſhip thee in ſpirit and in truth. 
Encouraged, O moſt merciful Father, 
by the goodneſs of thy nature, and the 
promiſes of the Goſpel of Jeſus, we 
would now worſhip, and bow down, 
and kneel before the Lord our maker 
and preſerver. May we do it with 
reverence and godly fear. May all 
the powers of our ſouls be now ſeriouſly 
engaged. May every part of our pub- 
lic devotion at this time be performed 
with that fincere piety, and true humi- 

lity, 
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lity, which will render it acceptable to 
thee the Searcher of hearts, and truly 
beneficial to our own ſouls. 


May we hearken to thy word as to 
the voice of God: may we ſing thy 
praiſes with underſtanding and devo- 
tion: may we hearken to the inſtruc- 
tions that ſhall be delivered, with at- 
tention, impartiality, and a fincere 
defire to be inſtructed in our duty. By 
attending the public ordinances of 
religion, may ſuch good diſpoſitions 
be excited, and ſuch pious reſolutions 
formed, as will have an effectual ten- 
dency to improve our diſpoſitions, and 
reform our lives. And by theſe public 
acts of worſhip here below, may we be 
prepared for celebrating thy praiſes in 


2 more exalted manner, in a future 
ſtate, 6 
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ſtate, in concert with angels, and the 
ſpirits: of juſt men made perfect; with 
whom we would now join, ſaying, 
Bleſſing and glory, and wiſdom, and 
thankſgivingy, and honour, and power, 
and might be unto our God for ever 
and ever. Amen. 


E 
BEFORE SERMON. 


"O Almighty and moſt merciful 
God! The heavens declare thy 
glory, and the firmament ſheweth forth 

thy handy work. All nature Toudly 

proclaims thy exiſtence, and clearly 

demonſtrates thy perfections. There 

is no ſpeech, nor language, where this 
VOICE 
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voice.is not heard. With reverence and | 
humility, with joy and confidence, 1 
we thy rational offspring now bow 1 


down ourſelves before thee; to offer 
up that tribute of religious homage and 
praiſe, which thy perfections, the re- 1 
lation we ſtand- in to thee, and the 
innumerable mercies we have received 
from thy bountiful hand, ſo ſtrongly | 
demand. We are ſenſible our goodneſs | 
cannot extend unto God, neither can 1 
man be profitable to his Maker. It is 
impoſſible thou ſhouldeſt receive the 
leaſt addition to thy perfection or hap- 14 
pineſs, by the beſt ſervices of any of I 
thy creatures; thou art alſo poſſeſt of 


infinite knowledge, and art acquainted | 
with all our wants; of unerring wiſ- | [| 
dom, and knoweſt much better what | 


is good for us than we da ourſelves ; | 


Q and | 
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and the goodneſs of thy nature at all 
times diſpoſes thee to deal with thy 
creatures in ſuch a manner, as will 
moſt effectually tend to promote their 


trueſt felicity. We would not there. 


fore vainly imagine that we can by our 
addreſſes to thee, increaſe thy perfec- 
tion or happineſs, we would not pre- 
tend to inform thy infinite knowledge, 
direct thy unerring wiſdom, or move 
thy compaſhon. . But it becomes us to 
celebrate and adore the perfections of 
thy nature, in order to impreſs a deeper 
ſenſe of them upon our own minds; we 
would offer up our petitions to thee, 
to fix in'our own breaſts a ſtronger ſenſe 
of our conſtant and neceſſary depen- 
dance upon thee; and we would offer 
up our interceſſions for all mankind to 
improve and ſtrengthen every friendly 


and 
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and benevolent affection. With theſe 


views and intentions would we now 
come before thee our heavenly Father, 
adoring thee as the great Creator, the 
gracious Preſerver, and the almighty 
Governor of the world. By thy 
power were the heavens, and all the 
hoſts of them, made. Thou formedſt 
this earth, and gave exiſtence to all its 
various inhabitants; and all things are 
preſerved in their original order and 
beauty, by the conſtant care of thy all 
ruling providence. 


Thou, the Lord, reigneſt ſupreme over 
all; and it is matter of our greateſt joy 
and rejoicing. We rejoice in that hap- 
pineſs we ſee diffuſed throughout the 
creation in general; and we would call 
upon our ſouls, and all that is within us, 


Q 2 to 
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to bleſs and praiſe thy holy name, for 
all the inſtances of thy mercy, and 
loving kindneſs, to us the ſons of men. 
We thank thee that thou haſt brought 
into exiſtence; that thou has advanced 
us ſo high in the creation, and made us 
capable of taſting the pure and ſubſtan- 
tial pleaſures of virtue and goodneſs. 
We bleſs thy name for the continual 


preſervation of our lives ; that thou art 


conſtantly ſupplying our returning 
wants; giving us food to eat, rai- 
ment to put on, and habitations to 
dwell in; and granting us ſuch a mea- 
ſure of health and ſtrength, to enjoy the 
bounties of thy kind providence. 


But above all we bleſs thee, for thine 
ineſtimable love in the redemptioh of 


the world by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
| for 


fot 
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for the means of grace and the hopes 
of glory. 


We cannot refle& on theſe inſtances 
of thy benignity and goodneſs, with- 
out ſentiments of unfeigned grati- 
tude towards thee, the giver of all 
good. Nor can we at the ſame 
time help acknowledging, the un- 
ſuitable returns we have made for 
ſo many unmerited favours. We have 
been too unmindful of thy goodneſs, 
and ungrateful to thee our continual 
benefactor. We have erred and ſtrayed 
from the ways of thy commandments. 
We have offended againſt thy holy 
laws. We have left undone thoſe 
things which we ought to have done; 


and we have done thoſe things which 


we ought not to have done; and have 


Q 3 expoſed 


— — ol. — — ZX „ ˙ ( — ———— —ẽ,ꝗu oo. — — 2 — 


q) 
14 
1 
| 
1 
f 
1 
4 


. — 


— 


= dp 


Wa. ROS i ASS 


230 FORMS OF PRAYER. 


expoſed ourſelves to thy righteous dif. 


pleaſure. We bow ourſelves' before the 
throne of thy, grace, imploring thy 
pardon. O God have tmefcy upon the 
work of thy hands, ſpare thou them 
who confeſs their faults ; forgive and 
accept us, according to thy promiſes by 


Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; and may we, for. 


the time to come, more carefully diſ- 
charge every branch. of our duty, to- 
wards thee, our neighbour, and our- 
ſelves. 


May we at all times retain a moſt 
devout ſenſe, and holy admiration of 
thine excellent nature; reverence thy 
authority, and look up unto thee with 
ſatisfaction and joy, as the giver of all 
good ; love thee with all our hearts ; 
be thankful for thine innumerable and 


undeſerved 
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undeſerved mercies ; confide in thine 
all gracious Providence ; and yield an 
unreſerved and grateful obedience to all 


thy holy commandments. 


May we diſcharge all thoſe duties 
towards our fellow-creatures which are 
incumbent upon us, as we are mem- 
bers of the grand community of man- 
kind; and which thoſe ſocial affec- 
tions thou haſt implanted in our na- 
tures, ſo ſtrongly direct us to perform. 
May we do to others, whatſoever we 
could reaſonably defire them to do to 
us, were we in their circumſtances and 
they in ours. May we not only do 
juſtice, but love mercy; and have a 
compaſſionate regard for the welfare 
and happineſs of all rational crea- 


tures; endeavouring, as far as lies 
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within the reach of our abilities, to 
increaſe the happineſs, and alleviate'the 
diſtreſſes of all around us. 


Enable us to maintain a chiftane go- 
yernment over our own appetites and 
paſſions, regulating them according to 
the dictates of reaſon and conſcience; 
may we be ſober, chaſte, and temperate 
in all things; and not walk after the fleſh, 
but after the ſpirit. By the conſtant 
practice of piety, righteouſneſs, charity, 
and a regular ſelf-government, may we 
fortify ourſelves. againſt all the evils 
of life, and arm ourſelves againſt the 
fears of death. Under any temporal 
diſtreſſes that may befal us, may our 
integrity be our ſupport; and when 
that awful period ſhall arrive, when 
all earthly things will fail of affording 

us 


of 


in 
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us any conſolation, may we then have 


the teſtimony of our conſciences, that 


in ſimplicity, and godly ſincerity, we 
have had our converſation in the world. 
Thus may we finiſh our courſe with joy. 
And when we ſhall be called before 
thy righteous tribunal, to receive an 
equitable ſentence according to the 
deeds done in the body, may we then 
appear with joy, be found upon the 
right-hand of our judge, and hear that 
tranſporting ſentence pronounced upon 
us; Well done ye good and faithful 
ſervants, enter ye into the Joy of your 


Lord. 


We would not confine our petitions 
to ourſelves alone, but in teſtimony 
of our good-will for all mankind, and 


in order to ſtrengthen every good and 


benevolent 


as. A 
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benevolent affection, we would offer 
up our petitions, for the welfare and 
happineſs of all reaſonable beings, 


* O God the. Creator of heaven and 
earth, the common Father of all man- 


kind, we beſeech thee to hear us not 


only in our prayers for ourſelves, but 
in our interceſſions for all our fellow- 
creatures. Make thy ways known upon 
the earth, and thy ſaving health unto 
all nations, that all mankind may be 
united in the pure and holy worſhip 
of thee, the true and living God, as 
the diſciples of JESUS CurisT, whom 
thou haſt ſent. May all thoſe king- 
doms which are already favoured with 
the light of the Goſpel, profels it in 


This interceſſory part, is by ſome miniſters 


reſerved for the prayer after ſermon. 


the 
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the greateſt purity ; may it be effectually 
reformed from all groſs and debaſing 
mixtures; may it prevail in its origi- 
nal and genuine fimplicity ; and may 
it have the happieſt effect upon the 
lives and tempers of all its profeſſors. 


Unite the minds of Chriſtians in cha- 


rity and godly love, may they all be 
led to the right underſtanding and 
practice of our holy religion, and may 
an entire end be put to all perſecution, 
and uſurpation, over the judgments 


and conſciences of mankind. 


Bleſs and preſerve the kingdoms of 


Great Britain and Ireland; defend us 
from the deſigns of our enemies, and 
from all great and wating calamities ; 
and confirm and continue to us, that 


wiſe and equal government, under 


which 


e » * 
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which in thy great mercy thou haſt 


placed us. Bleſs and preſerve thy ſer- 2 
| vant GEORGE our king, fill his heart thy 
with every royal virtue; ſucceed all * 
his juſt undertakings; may he be the * 
faithful guardian of our public liber- blit 
ties; and after a life of extenſive uſe- en 

fulneſs in this world, advance him to 
thy heavenly and everlaſting kingdom. ; 
all 
May it pleaſe thee to bleſs our gra- dot 

cious queen CHARLOTTE, his royal 
highneſs GroRGE PRINCE of Wales, 0 
and all the royal family. ſtre 
| tri 
O God of infinite wiſdom, be gra- doe 
ciouſly preſent in the great Council of wh 
the nation at this time in Parliament anc 
aſſembled : may they have wiſdom to - 
diſcern, and integrity to purſue the fai 


welfare 
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welfare of theſe kingdoms; and may 
all their debates be ſo over-ruled by 


— — — — 4 — —ñů— — 


thy providence, as finally to terminate 


in thy honour; the encouragement of 
virtue and true religion; and the eſta- 
bliſhment of our civil and religious 


— — — —ÜÄA—jͤõ 
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liberties throughout all generations. 0 


May the lords of the council, and 
all the nobility, be eminent for wiſ- N 


dom, piety, and virtue. | | | 


May the judges and all the magi- 11 
{ſtrates of theſe lands impartially diſ- 


tribute juſtice, be a terror to all evil 1 
doers, and a praiſe and protection to all i i! 
who do well. IIluminate all biſhops, ll 
and paſtors, with true knowledge and | 1 
underſtanding of thy word; may they 


faithfully diſcharge the duties of their i 
reſpective i 
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reſpective ſtations, and by the excel- 
lency of their doctrine, and the holineſs 
of their lives, may they ſave themſclye; 
and all who hear them. Bleſs our 
univerſities, and all ſchools and ſemi. 
naries of learning: may they promote 
the true principles of religion, virtue, 
and liberty; and may all uſeful know. 


ledge more generally prevail. 


Preſerve all thoſe who are travelling 
by land or by water; all women la- 
bouring with child; all fick perſons 
and young children : ſupport the aged; 
provide for the widows, and fatherleſs, 
and all who are deſolate, oppreſſed, or 
afflicted in mind, body, or eſtate, and 
thew thy mercy to all priſoners and 
captives; eſpecially to ſuch as are ſuf- 
fering for righteouſneſs ſake. Bleſs 


aur 
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our friends; reward our benefactors; 


forgive our enemies, petſecutors, and 


Nanderers;-and tarn their hearts. 


* Almighty and moſt merciful God, 
who has permitted us at this time, 
with one accord to make our common 
ſupplications unto thee ; fulfil the de- 
fires and petitions of thy ſervants, as 
may be moſt expedient for them ; grant- 
ing us in this world knowledge of thy 
truth, and in the world to come life 
everlaſting. 


Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven, Give us this day our 
daily bread. Forgive us our treſpaſſes, 
as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 


us, 
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us. And lead us not into. temptation ; 
but deliver us from evil: for thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever. Amen. 


A FORM 


gre 


ADMINISTERING THE ORDINANCE 


oO F 


BAPTISM ro INFANTS. 


T was our Saviour's command to his 
apoſtles to go and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Fa- 
THER, and of the Son, and of the 
HoLy GHosT. 


In obedience to this precept of the 


great Author of our religion, it has 
R beea 
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been the cuſtom of all chriſtians to be 
| baptized, from the early ages of chriſ- 


tianity even to this day. It has been 
matter of much diſpute, whether this 
ordinance was ever to be adminiſtered 
to infants, or ſolely confined to adults; 
and whether it was to be performed by 
immerſion, or ſprinkling. This diſ- 
pute is too copious for any thing more 
than the bare mention of it; nor can 
I think it a matter of great moment, 
as the directions of ſacred truth do not 
pofitively determine it. We know 
that Whole families were baptized, 
amongſt whom it is probable there 
were ſome who had not arrived at years 
of maturity: at the ſame time we' are 
aſſured that all who were arrived at 
mature age, were initiated into the 
Chriſtian Church by baptiſm. 

mor * The 
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The water we make uſe of, whethet 
by immerſion, or ſprinkling, can be 
of nb other uſe, than to point out to 
us chat purity, which the religion of 
Jeſus requires of all its profeſſors. 


When this ordinance was admini- 
ſtered to perſons who had arrived to 
the full uſe of their reaſoning powers, 
it might doubtleſs have ſome moral 
effect upon them. They hereby gave 
their full aſſent to the truth of chriſ- 
tianity, publicly profeſſed themſelves 
the 4 ned of EA. and bound Dom: 
gion. Kad in thoſe pn hor ages e chat” 
tianity, when its profeſſors were expoled 
to much obloquy, danger, perſecution, 
and various diſtreſſes, they who openly 
profeſſed themſelves the diſciples of. 
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Jeſus, ſhewed no ſmall degree of heroic 
virtue; and we, have all the reaſon in 
the world to believe, they were chriſ. 


tians, not only in name, but in deed 


and reality; for hereby they forfeited 
much, and gained nothing. | 


But let us remember, we are now 
going to adminiſter this ordinance to 


an infant, who is of no religion at all, 


ind incapable of any immediate moral 
impreflions. We do not therefore ex- 
pet it to operate inſtantancouſly and 


miraculouſly upon this child. The 


| preſent ſudject of this ſervice is entirely 
| paſſive ; it lays itſelf under no obliga- 


tions, nor can poſſibly be either the 


better or the worſe, more virtuous or 
otherwiſe, more or leſs a Chriſtian, on 


account of any thing we can now lay 


In 
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In order to perform this ſervice rati- 
onally, we muſt therefore confider 'it 


entirely as an act of the parents; by 


which they in a ſolemn manner dedi- 
cate their child to God who gave it; 
expreſs their reſolution to inſtruct it in 
the principles and duties of the Chriſt- 
ian Religion; acknowledge the divine 
goodneſs in the birth of a child ; re- 
cognize the parental relation and duty; 
and implore the continuance of the di- 
vine favour and mercy to them, and 
to their offspring. 08 


When this Sacrament is adminiſtered 
to children, there ſeems a peculiar pro- 
priety in performing it early; as we 
may ſuppoſe the parents“ minds are 
then moſt open to religious and moral 
impreſſions, being affected with the 
newneſs of the relation, and a freſfi 
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inſtance of the divine protection and 
mercy. Upon this account we are 
willing to take the firſt opportunity to 
aſſiſt them, in forming thoſe ſentiments, 
and encouraging thoſe good diſpoſi- 
tions and reſolutions, which are be. 
coming the importance of a religious 
and chriſtian education. 


It is cuſtomary amongſt ſome chriſt- 
ian churches to have ſponſors, who 
anſwer queſtions propoſed to the in- 
fant, and who, though often little con- 
nected with it, ſeem the chief perſons 
concerned: to. them every thing is ad- 
dreſſed, and from them every thing is 
required, 


To. this another cuſtom has been 
added of ſigning with the fign of the 
eroſs. But as the former appears to 

me 


{c: 


tic 
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me unreaſonable, . and both unprece- 
dented in the New Teſtament, I ſhall 
omit them. As this is a poſitive rite 
of our religion, it appears to me, at 
leaſt a great impropriety, either to add 
to it, or diminiſh from it. 


It he? been a common cuſtom; on 
theſe occaſions to demand from the 
parents, a confeſſion concerning difficult 
and diſputed articles of faith: but I 
ſhall wave every thing of this ſort, 
not wiſhing to lord it over your con- 
ſciences, or eſtabliſh you in any par- 
ticular ſe& of Chriſtians. In theſe 
reſpects, I ſhall leave you entirely to 
judge and determine for yourſelves. 


By your requeſting the performance 
of this ceremony, it cannot be doubted, 
R 4 that 
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that you believe in the being, perfec- 
tions, and providence of that God, 
to whom you are now going to dedicate 
this child, and that you acknowledge 
the divine authority of the Chriſtian 
Religion: and what is of much more 
importance than any religious faith 
whatever, I hope you are now con- 
ſcious of the beſt diſpoſitions towards 
God and your fellow creatures, and 
that while you ſolemnly dedicate this 
child to your common Father in hea- 
ven, you reſolve to devote yourſelves 
to his faithful ſervice, through the 


remainder of your lives. 
NAME THIS CHILD., 
This child, which is named N. I 


baptize in the name of the FATHER 
and 


G! 
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and of the so and of the nory 


GHOST. 
PR A F TFE T. 


ALMIGHTY GOD, and moſt merci- 
ful Father ! we adore thee as the great 
Creator, the gracious Preſerver, and 
the Almighty Governor of the world; 
as the former of our bodies, the father 
of our ſpirits, and the inexhauſtible 
ſource of thoſe numberleſs bleſſings 
we receive from thy daily providence. 
We thank thee that thou haſt preſerved 
us from our infancy to this day; we bleſs 
thy name for all the advantages of edu- 
cation, and, aboveall, for the goſpelof thy 
ſon. Enable us to underſtand it truly, 
to value it juſtly, and heartily to com- 
ply with all its excellent precepts and 


inſtitutions, May it be further ſuc- 
ceſsful 
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ceſsful in enlightening our minds, cor. 
recting our errors, and forming in our 
minds all the amiable graces of the 
Chriſtian life and temper. May its 
motives conſtrain, its examples engage, 
and its glorious promiſes animate us 
in a ſteady obedience to all thy com- 
mandments. N 


Almighty God, the father of mercies, 
and great preſerver of life; we render 
thee our fincere thanks that thou haſt 
ſupported and preſerved thine handmaid 
in the pain and danger of travail, and 
haſt made her the living mother of a 
living child. May ſhe expreſs her 
gratitude, by faithfully diſcharging her 


duty in every ſtation of life. And do 
thou, O God of wiſdom, fo direct thy 


ſervants in the education of this child, 
that 
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that they may have the pleaſure to ſee 
its infant mind gradually opening, 
growing, and improving in knowledge, 
virtue and happineſs. 


For this end we recommend this 
child to thy bleſſing, we ſubmit it to 
the diſpoſal of thy Providence, and de- 
vote it to thy ſervice. | 


May the blefling of Almighty God 
be with this family, and all here preſent. 
May thy Providence, which hath hi- 
therto ſupported us, continue its ten- 
der care to the end of life. Preſerve 
us, O God, from every calamity, keep us 
in the path of our duty, and may we 
be gradually preparing for the heavenly 
world. 


Our 
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Ou Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come: thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. Forgive us our treſpaſſes, 


as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 


us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: for thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the 


glory, for ever. Amen. 


You have now, my friends, ſolemnly 
dedicated your child to God, and have 
diſcharged what you thought a duty 
incumbent upon you as chriſtians. 
But I hope you will not reſt ſatisfied 
with the mere external obſervance of 
this ordinance. You have hereby per- 
formed but a very ſmall part of that 

EN * duty, 
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duty, which, as parents, you owe to 
your offspring. As it is your undoubted 
duty to take care of its bodily health 
and ſtrength, ſo it is much more in- 
cumbent upon you to attend to the 


improvement of its mind, in piety, 


virtue, and uſeful knowledge. You 


will therefore, I hope, be careful to 
inſtruct this child as it grows up in the 
principles of piety and morality, as they 
are taught in the Goſpel of Chriſt; and 
to make it ſenſible both by precept and 
example, of the importance of religion 


and virtue. 


By attending to theſe things, you 
will purſue the likelieſt method to pro- 
mote both the preſent and future feli- 
city of your child and of yourſelves. 
Virtue and happineſs, vice and miſery, 
are, believe me, inſeparably connected: 


and 
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and as the temper and diſpoſition of 
children much depend on the inftruc- 


tions, and examples they hear and ſee 


in their tender years; fo it very much 
depends on your treatment and con- 
duct, whether they become uſeful and 
good men, or inſignificant, diſgraceful 
and wicked members of ſociety. Train 
b d' child” in the way he ſhould go, and 
when be is old he will not depart from it. 
And as by a proper attention to the reli- 
gious education of your child, you will 
take the likelieſt way to ſecure its preſent 
and future happineſs; ſo give me leave 
to add, you will hereby greatly pro- 
mote your own felicity. As there is 
certainly nothing that can give a pa- 
rent ſuch keen anguiſh of mind, as to 
ſee his child purſuing irregular and 
wicked courſes, and plunging headlong 


into 


tal, 
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into miſery; ſo I cannot conceive of 
any thing, that can yield him half fo 
much pleaſure. and ſatisfaction, as to 
ſee his offspring ſteadfaſtly walking in | 
the paths of religion and virtue. 


I conclude with my beſt wiſhes. for ; 
the ſucceſs of your honeſt endeavours 
in the important work of education; | 
that you may_be the happy parents o 
a virtuous offspring in: this werld, | 
and that both parents and children , 


may be the heirs of a bleſſed immor- 
tality. +4 | 


1 . | | 
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St, Pa ut, in his firſt Epiſtle to the co, Tias, Chap. xi, 
* Ver. 24, Kc. gives the following Accourit of the Inftitution of 
,r the Lony's Surrzn : | 


| 


For ¶ have received of the Lord that aubich alſo 14. 
livered unto you, That the Lord Jeſus, the ſame night in 
evhich he was betrayed, took bread : and when he bat 
given thanks, be brake it, and ſaid, Take, eat ; this is my 


body, which is broken for you : this do in remembrance of + 
me. After the ſame manner alſo he took the cup, when he 
had ſupped, faying, This cup is the new teſtament in my 
blood : this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of 


me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do fhew the Lord's death till he come. 


INTRODUC- 
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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS, 


MY CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 


T is our peculiar happineſs, that 
we live under a Religious Inſti- 


tution, which requires no coſtly of- 


ferings or laborious ſervices, and 


that we ſerve a maſter, ** whoſe yoke 
is eaſy, and whoſe burden is light.” 
The Chriſtian Religion is diſtinguiſhed 
from all others by its purity and ſim- 
plicity. It is free from thoſe ſuper- 
fluous rites and ceremonies, which 
have rendered .all other ſyſtems of 
religion burdenſome, and led men to 
ſabſtitute the forms and devotion, in 
the room of ſincere piety and goodneſs. 
The principal doctrines which it teach- 


8 eth, 
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eth, are, that men ought to worſhip 


their Maker in ſpirit and in truth; x 
and that the only preparation for eter- l 
nal happineſs, is a ſober, righteous a 
and godly liſe. And it requires the 1 
obſervance of no poſitive rites, but 8 
ſuch as may be eaſily performed, and K 
are adapted to anſwer beneficial pur- A 
poſes. This is particularly true, with K. 
reſpect to the Lord's Supper. 8 
In performing this Chriſtian rite, 15 
wie meet together, to eat bread and 1 
drink wine in commemoration of him, 
whom we acknowledge to have been 
eminently a friend and benefactor to * 
the human race, who ſpent his life 15 
in performing the moſt important ſer- . 
vices to mankind, and ſubmitted to bl 
a violent and cruel death for their be 
co 


ſalvation: 
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falvation : we call to remembrance 
the great things which Jesus Cur1sT 
hath done for us: we profeſs our 
refpe& and veneration for his memory, 
and our gratitude to Almighty God 
for having raiſed him up to blels man- 
kind by turning them from their 
iniquities ; and we avow our ſubjection 
to his authority as a teacher ſent from 
God, and our affection for each other 
as brethren. What is there, in a ſervice 
of this kind, unpleaſant, or irrational ? 


This ordinance may, moreover, be 
regarded as a means of tranſmitting 
the knowledge of Chriſt, and a regard 
to his goſpel, to poſterity. By aſſem- 
bling, in this manner, to partake of 
bread and wine in obedience to the 
command of Chriſt, we celebrate his 

4 S 2 merit, 
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merit, and call upon the riſing gene- 


ration to pay him that reſpect and 


reverence, which his divine authority 
and character demand. As the Jews, 


at their paſſover, ſaid to their children, 
This is done becauſe of that which 


** the Lord did for us when we came 


* out of Egypt ;” ſo, when we partake 


of the Lord's ſupper, we do, as it 


were, ſay to our offspring. This 


* is done in remembrance of the ſal- 


vation which God hath wrought 
* out for mankind by Jeſus Chriſt, 
* and this ſhall be for a memorial. to 


cc 


you, and to your poſterity for ever.” 


It is another conſideration which 
proves the excellence of this Inſtitu- 
tion, that it is adapted, by its im- 
mediate influence, to produce the moſt 


beneficial 
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beneficial effects on men's diſpoſitions 


and manners. 


Whilſt we call to mind the great 
benefits which we derive from the 
Chriſtian religion, and contemplate, 
in imagination, the ſcenes of humili- 
ation and ſuffering through which 
our bleſſed Saviour paſſed in the execu- 
tion of his office, we ſhall be heartily 
diſpoſed, to render thanks to God, 
for his great mercy to mankind in 
having ſent his beloved Son into the 
world; and to love him, who“ loved 
* us, and gave himſelf for us, that 
* he might redeem -us from all 


* iniquity.” 


The natural conſequence of theſe 
fentiments will be a more lively ſenſe 
S 2 of 
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of our obligations to the practice of 
virtue. For, certainly, the higher idea 
we entertain of our chriſtian privileges, 
the more ambitious ſhall we be to 
* walk worthy of him who hath called 
* us to glory and virtue, by abounding 
in all the fruits of righteouſneſs :” 
the more attentively we ſurvey the 
ſcenes of difficulty and ſuffering, through 
which our Saviour paſſed in ſupport 
of truth and righteouſneſs, the more 
powerfully will“ his love conſtrain us, 
* not to live to ourſelves, but to him 
e that died for us and roſe again.“ 


To all this we may add, that this 
inſtitution is adapted to promote bro- 
therly love. It reminds us, at once 
of our relation to Chriſt as our com- 
mon maſter, and to each other, as fel- 


low 
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low-diſciples. And it calls up to our 
' remembrance, the moſt perfect example 
of friendſhip and benevolence. Whilſt 
we are contemplating the kindneſs and 
compaſſion of our Saviour, nothing can 
be more natural than to reflect; If 
* Chriſt ſo loved us, we ought to love 
% one another.” 


Thus rational and uſeful is the chriſ- 
tian inſtitution of the Lord's ſupper. 
Let us then, my chriſtian brethren, 
attend upon it with thoſe views and 
diſpoſitions, which will render it pro- 
ductive of pleaſure arid improvement 


to ourſelves. 


S4 PEAYER 
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BEFORE THE BREAD AND WINE 
ARE ADMINISTERED. | 


ALMIGHTY GOD, the author of 
all good, who haſt graciouſly appointed 
the ordinance of the Dord's ſupper, to 
keep up in our minds a continual re- 
membrance of the kindneſs and com- 
paſſion of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of the great bleſſings, which 

thou haſt beſtowed upon mankind 
through him; we humbly beſeech thee 
to enable us, at this time, to attend 


upon this inſtitution with ſentiments 


and reſolutions becoming our chriſtian 


profeſſion. Whilſt we are partaking 
| of 
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of this bread and wine, diſpoſe us, to 


call to mind the ſufferings which Jeſus 
Chriſt endured for our ſalvation, and 
to © love him, who loved us and gave. 
himſelf for us;” to ſet his excellent 
example before us, that we may walk 
as he walked;” to meditate upon his 
holy precepts, reſolving, with our whole 


hearts, to obey them; and to contem- 


plate the promiſe which he hath given 


us of eternal life, with a ſteadfaſt pur- 
poſe to prepare ourſelves for a bleſſed 
immortality by a patient perſeverance 
in well-doing. Grant, O moſt mer- 
ciful Father, that by our attendance 
upon this holy ordinance, and upon 
all the means of religion, we may be 
continually improving in all the virtues 
of the chriſtian character, till, at length, 


we ſhall be prepared for the enjoyment of 
perfect 


_ n N 1 » 18 
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perfect and everlaſting felicity in thy 
heavenly kingdom, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen. 


During the breaking of the bread, and 
the pouring out of the wine, and whilſt 
they are diſtributing, the following ſen- 
tences, or other ſuitable paſſages of Scrip- 


ture may be recited. 


Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the fins of the world. 


He was wounded for our tranſgreſ- 


fions, he was bruiſed for our iniquities, 
the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon 
him, and by his ſtripes we are healed. 
He humbled himſelf, and became obe- 


dient 


oo © = © 
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dient even unto death, that being made 
perfect by ſuffering, he might become 
the author of eternal ſalvation to all 
them that obey him. 


Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, 
to receive bleſſing and honour, and 
glory and power. 


Holy brethren, partakers of the hea- 
venly calling, conſider the apoſtle and 
high prieſt of your profeſſion, Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


He was the light of the world. In 
him, the day ſpring from on high 
hath viſited us, to give light to thoſe. 
who fat in darkneſs and the ſhadow of 
death. 


God, 
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God, who, at ſundry times and in 
divers manners, ſpoke to the world, 
by: prophets and wiſe men of old, hath, 
in theſe laſt days, ſpoken unto us by 


— 


his well- beloved Son. 


Let the word of Chriſt dwell in 
you richly in all wiſdom. See that 
ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh to 
you in the name of the Lord. 


He was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, 
and. ſeparate from ſinners; he went 
about doing good. He did no fin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth. 
His meat was to do the will of him 
that ſent him. He hath left us an 
example, that we might follow his 
ſteps. 


Let the ſame mind be in you which 


was alſo in Jeſus Chriſt. 
He 


- — — — —_ 2. 2: x ts a. 
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He that ſaith he abideth in Chriſt, 
ought to walk as he alſo walked. 


: ——ä—ͤ——ẽ———jj — —H— 


He gave himſelf for us, an offering 
and a ſacrifice unto God. 


We are redeemed, not with corrup- 
tible things, as filver and gold, but 
the precious blood of the Lamb of 


God, a Lamb without blemiſh, and 
without ſpot. 


He was led as a lamb to the ſlaughter, 
and a ſheep before her ſhearers is dumb, 


ſo he opened not his mouth. 


There is now no condemnation to 
them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who 
walk 


1 
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walk not after the fleſh, but after 
the ſpirit. 


This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy 
of all acception, that Chriſt came into 
the world to ſave ſinners. 


Be it known unto you, men and 
brethren, that through this man is 


preached unto you the forgiveneſs of 
ſins: him hath God exalted as a 
Prince and a Saviour, to give repen- 


tahce and remiſſion of ſins. 


Repent ye, therefore, and be con- 
verted, that your ſins may be blotted 
out. Let every one that nameth the 


name of Chriſt, depart from iniquity. 


I beſeech 
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I beſeech you, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye preſent your- 
ſelves a living ſacrifice, holy, accepta- 
ble unto God, which is your reaſonable 
ſervices. Let your light ſo ſhine be- 
fore men, that others, ſeeing your 
good works, may glorify your father 
who is in heaven. 


Herein is my Father glorified, that 
ye bring forth much fruit ;. ſo ſhall ye 
be my diſciples. Ye are my friends, 
if ye do whatſoever I command you. 


By this ſhall all men know that ye 
are my diſciples, if ye have love one 
towards another. See then that ye love 
one another with pure hearts fervently. 


The grace of God, which bringeth 
ſalyation teacheth us that, denying un- 
godlineſs 
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godlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould 


live ſoberly, righteouſly, and piouſly 
in this preſent world; looking for the 
bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing 


of the great God, and of our Saviour . 


Jeſus Chriſt. | 


Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye . ſteadfaſt, immoveable, and always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 
for as much as ye know, that your la- 


bour is not in vain in the Lord. 


Nei M RA X B N 


AFTER THE BREAD AND WINE ARE 
ADMINISTERED. 


ALMIGHTY GOD, father of all 
mercies, we thine unworthy ſervants 


do give thee moſt humble and hearty 
| | thanks 


£2 Hwy hs _ = os 


Lokp's SUPPER. 2973 
thanks for all thy goodneſs and loving 
kindneſs to us and to all men. We 
bleſs thee for our creation, preſervation, 
and all the bleſſings of this life ; but 
above all for thine ineſtimable love in 
the redemption of the world by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. We bleſs thee for 
his holy doctrine and perfect example; 
for the promiſe which thou haſt given 
us in his goſpel of the forgiveneſs of 
fin upon repentance and reformation ; 
and for the glorious and bleſſed hope 
of eternal life. 


Give us, we humbly beſeech thee, 
that due ſenſe of all thy mercies, that 
our hearts may be unfeignedly thank- 
ful, and- that we may ſhew forth thy. 
praiſe, not only with our lips but in 
our lives, by giving up ourſelves to thy 

| & ſervice, 
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ſervice, and by walking before thee in 
holineſs and righteouſneſs all the days 
of our lives. 


O God, who by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt 
haſt overcome death, and opened unto 
us the gates of immortality ; grant that 
we, thy ſervants, having this hope, 
may purify ourſelves even as Chriſt our 
Lord was pure; that, following the 
example: of his. moſt holy life, we may, 
finally, become partakers with him in 
the glories of his everlaſting kingdom. 


We offer unto thee, O moſt merciful 
Father, our humble prayers in behalf 
of all our Chriſtian brethren, beſeech- 
ing thee to inſpire the whole church 
of Chriſt with the ſpirit of holineſs, 
peace and concord, Teach all thoſe 
who 
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who are united in the path of the gol. 
pel, to ſhun thoſe things which are 
contrary to their holy profeſſion, and 
to follow all ſuch things as are agree 
able thereunto, that they may devoutly 
ſerve thee in good works, to the glory 
of thy holy name. 


Finally, we pray unto thee, the Fa- 
ther of all mankind, that it may pleaſe 


thee to put an end to idolatry and falſe 


religion, and to grant, that the pure 
doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt may be every 
where received, and may produce 
the fruits of righteouſneſs and peace 
throughout the world. 


Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as 

21 it 
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it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. Forgive us out treſpaſſes, 

as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 

us. And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil: for thine is 

the kingdom, zud the power, and the 
glory, for ever. Amen. 


Here a P8ALM may be ſung: 


CONCLUDING ADDRESS. 


HAVING now, my Chriſtian bre- 
thren, united to commemorate our 
bleſſed Saviour at his table, and hereby 
publicly profeſſed ourſelves his diſci- 
ples, it only remains, that we renew 
our reſolutions to forſake every eyil 
way, and in all reſpects to behave as 
becomes Chriſtians ; and, that through 

the 
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the whole courſe of our future lives, 
we maintain that purity of heart, and 
ſupport that uſcfulneſs of character, 
which alone can manifeſt the ſincerity 
of our Chriſtian profeſſion, and entitle 
us to the rewards of righteouſneſs pro- 
miſed in the goſpel of Chtiſt. 


Let us remember the obligations 
which as Chriſtians we are under, to 
maintain a conſtant government over 
cur appetites and paſſions, . and be 
ſober, chaſte, and temperate ; to prac- 
tice the ſtricteſt honeſty, and exerciſe 
the moſt extenſive charity, in our in- 
tercourſe with the world; and to wor- 
ſhip our Maker in ſpirit and truth, 
and Jive in obedience to all his holy 
commandments. And let it be our 


daily care, to ſupport the credit of 
| the 
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the Chriſtian name, and to prepare 
ourſelves for the future happineſs pro- 
vided for fincere Chriſtiaus, by walks 
ing worthy of our holy calling, in all 
nen 3 and Auth. 


— 


Now may. ho peace of God, which 


paſſeth all underſtanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge 


and love of God, and of his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord; and may the bleſſing 


| of God Almighty be upon you, and 


remain 1 15 you W mga: 


